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PREFACE 

\ ,, - t , 1Pr nrofunditv or elaborate learning. A great many 

^a^AmerLn .He Have been igma^or .»j- 

1 thought m yse,f incompetent 
to handle them. . . f fift^n vears. Inevit- 

I have been writing on American top - to (0 flnd 

ably I have sometimes repeated mys • ‘ C an Way in War" 

novel ways of saying the same thing. The American way 

appeared m l' art s J 0 ' v ef"this is a personal book. 1 have 

made assertions becaus 1 e ndenl authority behind 

not because they had a \\u t n ir 0 f imperti- 

them. There may result toth'r fro,,? my 

intentions or attitude than 1 t i think is the most 

frivolously. My object has >-on °,\ lT . U1 j intelligible to others. 

Above all 1 have tried to make«,!« 
S to including the apparent JustihcabonM 

S ue periods and in some departments ol Amer.can h e tor jn.s 

pessimists have always been wrong. 1 think the) are * 

1 D. W. Brogan 


London 

March 24 fit, 1*444 



INTRODUCTION 



' Ca ? 1S a Iie l v '- lan wll ° iH ts on ncw principles; he must therefore 
entertain n t \v ideas and form new opinions .”—hector or: sr. john di 

CREVECCEUR. 

N the late summer of 1936, I arrived in Kansas City (Missouri). 
When I tried to buy a ticket for St. Louis at the Union Station, 
I was interrogated, in a friendly, American fashion by the ticket 
clerk. ‘‘You from Europe?” “Yes.” “Well, don’t go back, it’s 
going to Hell. I was more than half convinced that he was right 
—although I was going back. A month or so before, I had lain on 
the shore in Somerset on a Sunday evening and had been aroused 
from day-dreaming by a noise in the air and a swirl of excitement 
around me. Above, magnificent, serene and ominous was a Zeppelin 
moving east. It was low and clearly seen, a day before it had been 
m New York; by to-morrow’s dawn it would be in Frankfort. 
The swastika was plainly visible as it moved on, over Glastonbury 
w ere, the legend runs, Joseph of Arimathea had brought the Holy 
horn and built the first Christian church in Britain. A shadow 
was crossing England; women on the beach looked at their children 

h " a f and ho i w ^adequate perception of what was soon to 
befall Bristol where they came from. How remote it all seemed in 

the hot sun of western Missouri, how remote it was even from me 

'°£ T° te f K° m the pe ° ple of Mid - Wes * America,’ 

with the huge war memorial outside the station to remind the 

° f Ka ? SaS Clty ° f their last adventure overseas and to con¬ 
firm their resolution that it would be the last 

smalltown •n ay ru r tW ° IS® t0 See a friend of mine *ho lives in a 
smaU town in Illinois. We went together to the comer drug store 

and g fom^LTtn m S* * WaS a Scene familiar ^ouglUo me 

and familiar to all movie-goers, the Main Street of a small American 

town on a Saturday night in late summer. The boys and girls were 
possible thS SUmmer u ° theS; there were endless cafs, it was 

a baLomX P h 0 rp"n™e haV There ar w 0 ' hiCh iS l PM ' C 3SSet thaD 

indefi ^ b,e air oAapphelf an^eas^t 

e young. There was that general friendlinecc unA _ 
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Here as much as in the Bowery of which he was the Boss, j“ d 
“omen were acting on the principle laid down by B,g Tun Sullivan. 

“God anu ihc People hate a chesty man. _ ,,. . ere 

Peoolc called each other by their ‘given names , there were 

dU wW th? omimus word “stranger" had been given a 
ficnlv flavour “Howdy, stranger" is not a hostile greeting and 

it was invented in America. Looking at the people, at the boys and 

.iris “milling" round the drug stores, disappearingcars 
off into the warm, welcoming darkness, it «as ‘ ,. f Lifc 

the tension of English life, the worse tension of Fren h . L_ , 
it k true was not alto aether easy and agreeable for these people. 
Those who had definitely put youth behind them showed signs of 
M.u.Td worry. They had reason. This was a farm town and 
hefomtem had had a bad time. Some, not very tar away were 
Mill having a bad time. Across the Missouri, it was a drought.year. 

Lad told mh whether they could reopen the locp ro™d college 

L-en badly hit by ve"ry bad times, by crop failures, by bank failures 
BuTthere v. as stfil anlmpression of hope, of recovery. There was an 
air of confident adaptation to their way ot lift m * ^ 

speech, the manners of the young. This, if a v. ? 

made '"as vet a world that seemed to have been made for thei . 

In'the drug store there was the usual stock of gadgets, of remedies 
foJ nll ills There were soft drinks, no hard liquor; but there was, 
rnnst impressive sHit of all, the book and magazine section. There 
were teboSsof the films; there was the book of the year or decade 
(it was the first year of Gone With the Wind). It you wanted to knot 
' Lout ^making, about cosmetics, about domeshc mattageme . 
about love, about astrology, about business success, about cluld 

trainine about how to be happy on a small income (tne . 
usuL hf was a way to make it large); the printed oracles svere there 
And tlm spokc/ oracles too, for radios blasted the soft summer 

night and the heat did not empty the movie house. 

And it was all American-even the guiding stars. The advertise 

meats, the gadgets, the radio programmes, tic most , P‘. 

mpHirines the potent solutions to human woes, all were Amen 
” almost’all. There might be in the advertising sectors some sales 
talk for English biscuits or French perfume or Scotch 1 ky- 
There might be in the movie house a travelogue by Fitzpati , 
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thp. rfi mi ght be in the St. Louis Post-Dispciteh a cartoon bj a greater 
Fitzpatrick bringing home the bitter truth about the outer world. 
No doubt some residents in the town had travelled (my host had). 
Perhaps the librarian or the English teacher had told the Women's 
Club of a tour in Ensland or the "colorful Caribbean.” Some 


veterans had memories of France. 

The regional press was already doing a first-class job, a better job 

than was being done by most English papers, to aw aken tne people 
to the truth of the new iron age that we were all living in, to the 



more 


nee of Manchukuo, to the menace of international w a 
Perhaps, the Parent-Teachers’ Association had asked 
struction in civics and in current affairs. Certainly, apt 


war m 


for charity, for Chinese or Spaniards, had been or would be answered 
as soon as made. 


But in the warmth and ease of that summer night, the inevitable, 
the right, the human character of American natural isolationism 
was brought home to me. The road from Jerusalem to Jericho did 
not pass close to southern Illinois as it did to southern England and 
there was no visible Good Samaritan in Illinois—or in England—to 
shame priest or Levite. 

Their great highway was the Mississippi: for its control a long 
and bloody war had been fought and won. From that state had 
come the leader of the victorious party, but Lincoln was long dead 
and deified in his tomb a hundred or so miles to the north in Spring- 
field. The whole region had once been a great international prize, 
but it was a century and a half since George Rogers Clark had seized 
the little French settlements of Kaskaskia and the rest from the 


English. It was over a century, too, since his brother, William, and 
Meriwether Lewis had marched west at the orders of President 


Jefferson, making for the Pacific, preparing the road maps of 
“manifest destiny.” It was a generation since Henry Adams had 
brought his sophistication and his bile to the St. Louis Exposition 
and thought out again the problem of what makes and moves and 
unites societies, w’hat was alike and unlike in St. Louis in 1903 and 
in Chartres in 1200, the “Virgin and the Dynamo.” But in 1936, 
it was the calm dead centre of a tornado whose outer boundaries 


were too far aw'ay for comprehension or apprehension. 

There w r as no way in which the inev.table, deplorable, maddc 
impact o the outside world on Illinois and on the whole Missis: 
Valley could be brought home to the dwellers therein. If men 
women in England in 1938 could profess to believe in “peace in 
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time ” why should not these happy Americans believe with far more 
plausibility in peace in their time—for them? Yet in less than six 
vears. German submarines were sinking American ships in the mouth 
of that Mississippi secured for the infant United States throug t e 
energetic disregard of constitutional proprieties by President Jeffer¬ 
son C And all the considerable cities of the Valley were preparing to 
defend themselves against air raids, against desperate, forlorn hopes 
in which the Nazis would strike, whatever the cost, at the most 
typical, tepresentative, important city of the Mid-west—which 

naturally was Zenith or whatever city was yours. 

As the shadow over Europe grew longer and darker, as the 

darkness was made more terrifying by the whistling with whici our 
leaders tried to keep their and our courage up, as the chances ot 
peace in Europe became more and more dependent on the tempta¬ 
tions of easy victory lor Germany and those temptations more and 
more controlled by the possible reaction ot the American peop e, 
the problem of the American temper became more urgent. It was 
largely a question of time; if the American people had been prepared 
in "1 931 to do what they were prepared to do in 1939, if they ha 
been as ready in 1939 as they were in 1941 for the dangers ot the 
lime: But it is an endless sequence of ifs that it is not very profitable 
to follow out. What is more profitable is to try to make plain how 
natural, how justifiable, how given by historical conditions was the 
tempo of American awakening, the slow acceptance ot the fact that 
the shadow cast over Somerset was also cast over Illinois. It too 
the actual shadow, repeated again and again, to awaken Somerset; 
Illinois had to awaken with far less help lrom the eye and ear. 

But it was not only Illinois. All over the United States, there was 
the same life, conditioned by the same history, by an experience in 
which the outside world grew more and more remote, backwaid, 
barbarous and-so it was thought—relatively weak. On the new 


Ucl L Utl 1 tei ivi. ow “ ” - O * . ■ ,i 

concrete roads, new model cars made American nomadism the 
expression of American civilization. “God’s Country” as the song 
put it, was the country of the Lincoln Highway. Into tie g rea 
inland nodal points the trains poured. Illinois Central, New V or 
Central Union Pacific, Chicago, Milwaukee and St. Paul, <~re 
Marquette, Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe. But only a tew 
Canadian trains in the north, only a few Mexican trains in the south, 
to recall the outside world, and doing it not much more effectually 
than an occasional Rolls-Royce or Dusenberg or Hispano-Suiza 
lost among the Lincolns, Packards, Buicks, Chevrolets, Fords. The 



31 


introduction; 

air was getting fuller of passenger planes: the airports more numer¬ 
ous and more splendid. And i, was as natural, though as wro 7 to 
think of the new technique as an American invention and practally 
an American monopoly, as to think of Colonel Lindbergh a the 

first man to fly the Atlantic. c me 

What could it mean to the remote villages of the South to the 
odd P n-,Mwfc"° r f l f PPed lh0Se lillle "oooden churches with their 

Civil-,rpc r ,, tlw t , , enUl ,lad P ut an aerodrome beside 

of the nhec «-,c . m „„ , / ,’ 1 add)tl0n t0 the incriptions 

* P ,, ppea ,or volunteers to join the organization 

uuiu hiovl uk cnaitres Mamed glass to a safe place when the 

™ s region had had’d°"' "°“' d admi ' orde,, >' " as «»»ing) enroe? 
materia! its 

Yet that region, in five years’ time, was beginning to senrt ;, c 

volunteers A Canada, to fight in defence of that Wells Cathedra 
over which the Zeppelin had serenely passed. La ‘hedial 

j*j . could it matter to the Canadiens of New England 9 What 

d ,h 1 . ,he »ad cxpeSfqc ™ 

land tha!h7 abandon^the good* wavs oTold^F^' 1 * 1 ^ “T" 1 

had enough sons to guard heffield o \ y , V a ° d n ° lon S er 

men from across the h b , aguered b y submarines and their kins- 
heroic assauh outide Onta dyi ” S 3 ‘ Dieppe and tben » a 

winter 3 1 “v'aTw "Zt 'SfT*' ^ ^ ‘ NeW York 

take a ski train un to Swh i* h °’ r£S1Stin§ any tem Ptation to 

crSg tn !mnude„Mm y n rs ; S “ bma ™' S of the «!e 

cities where the tourists nbP'i 5 ' WI ‘, hm nfle shot of the pleasure 
Colonel Bradleys ^ ^ a ” d «« - 

FranS BaylSib^f!h:^~ Sy T bridgi " 8 S “ 

pedantic. Yet within three veanw.frl See ?? d P urel y fantastic, purely 
of the bridges, the dead and wounSrf ft^Xr^HT^''’ 0 ” 

I Stood in the Uvinn-roorn nf! r J. e A d ’ a few months la ‘et. 

nvtng room of a friend’s house looking straight into 
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Chavez (Chavez of that ilk as they would say in Scotland) to the 
United States Senate? The “blood of the conquerors,*’ to use 
Harvey Fergusson’s phrase, no doubt ran in their veins, so did the 
blood of the conquered, but that last outpost of New Spain had been 
for long so peaceful! The Comanches had been tamed and the 
bloody memory of the seventeenth-century Indian rising that had 
for twelve years turned the little capital of Santa Fe into a heathen 
town, was faint to-day. The austere and bare mountains ol the 
Sangre de Cristo above the stripling Rio Grande del Norte were 
as strange to European eyes as ever, as strange as they must have 
been to Miss Willa Cather's hero when the future Archbishop came 


to them a century ago, from the strange but not arid, not empty 
mountains of Auvergne. Peace had at last come to Santa Fe and to 
Taos. But in less than six years from that summer, there fell on the 
little cities and villages of New Mexico the catastrophe, the heroic 
disaster of Bataan. For the local National Guard had been mobi¬ 


lized and sent off to the Philippines, and boys who had known 
nothing of the outer world died in gallant defence of another relic 
of the Christian empire of Philip II and Philip III, the Common¬ 
wealth of the Philippines, reunited with New' Mexico in a common 
destiny by the power of the United States. 

And that pow 7 er was so easy to under-estimate and each such 
under-estimation made war more likely. It was easy for the Japanese 
to under-estimate it, for as Mr. Justice Black had pointed out, the 
Japanese, like the Americans, believe that they have never lost a war. 
It had been easy to surprise the somnolent Tsarist Russians at Port 
Arthur in 1904; it would be easy to surprise the complacent, ill- 
informed and unsuspecting Americans at Pearl Harbor in 1941, to 
“catch them with their pants down,” to use an American idiom— 
and one of the Japanese diplomats negotiating in Washington while 

the trap was being got ready, prided himself on his command of 
American idiom. 


It was easy for the Germans to despise the people whom Herr von 
Papen in 1916 had described as “those idiotic Yankees.” True, 
the idiotic Yankees had been too much for Herr von Papen and his 
employers but that was in the bad old days. 1 remembered a dis¬ 
cussion in Paris in 1939 with a very eminent White Russian diplomat, 
a Baltic baron by origin, who told me that his triends in the German 
Embassy were not in the least interested in the power of the United 
States. “Whatever they do will be done too late. And if that war¬ 
monger, Roosevelt, does try to impede the policy of the Reich, 
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I remembered, too, how I had first 


ondering, like other people, how the g 
•1 Sea. was going and whether the Japai 
rier or two into the permanent summer 
acisco as they had bombed Pearl Har 


Seattle 


invading Lions or Elks or Moose or Eagles, and how I had next 
seen it, with a solitary barrage balloon (from London) floating over 
the air port, curiously homely and comforting to a passenger who 
had just seen the great icefields and glaciers of Mount Rainier 
below him and had need of something to restore a human sense 
of scale. 


Our fate, the fate of civilization in Europe, the fate of constitutional 
freedom in America are and w ere bound up with the defeat of a self- 
confident, energetic, efficient and ruthless political and military 
system that denies our premisses and dislikes and despises our aims. 
This was true in 1936: it is true in 1944. It w as the meaning of the 
shadow cast over England. But that shadow was not cast in that 
dramatic form over America. 

What could this growing shadow mean to the people of Utah? 
It was nearly a century since the members of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-Day Saints had crossed the prairies and the plains 
to the great empty basin of the Great Salt Lake. Nearly a century 
had passed since they had made their Exodus, since they had been 
saved from the crickets by the seagulls sent by God to save His 
chosen people. I had seen the monument to the seagull; I had seen 
the irrigated fields and fertile valleys redeemed from the wilderness; 
I had heard the hymn of the new Israel, the Mormon version of 
the Hundred and Fifth Psalm. “Unto thee will I give the land of 
Canaan, the lot of your inheritance.” The old bloody feuds, the 
murder of the Prophet, the vengeance of the Destroying Angels, 
were half forgotten by the people who sang Come, come, ye 
Saints.” Isolated in the great, empty basin, shut off by mountains 
on all sides, living in the land they had made; with their own 
exclusive version of world history to cut them off from the fears 
and hopes of the outside world, what could Hitler mean to them? 
Yet in a few vears’ time, not merely w ere their sons sent to all comers 
of world, but the needs of war economy were transforming 
Deseret as it had not been transformed since the railroads brought 

in Gentiles to the kingdom of Brigham oung. 

What. I more than once reflected, could all this mean to the 

shepherds of New Mexico, who elected Dennis Chavez of Los 




THE AMERICAN PROBLEM 
, v i|| be a revolution against him and his Jewish advisers.” So 

sn ke t ' experts of the Third Reich. I said that I dtd not believe 
this- that I knew Amenca well, that awakening the national pride 
, n „ er of the American people would be the most fatal mis 

of i he gamblers in charge of the destiny of Germany andAep»« 
of r.urone I even told llie revealing story ol what had happened “ 
oln, Quince Adams in 1797 when he was sent by Ins father, Presiden 

John Adam's, as Minister to Berlin. “When the American Minis er 
‘ Pfussi', the son of the President, arrived at the capital of Pruss , 

1“ was exrunined by a dapper young officer of -he guard who 
imblushinelv admitted that he had never even heard of the Unite 
ci ,r America Vl A century and a quarter later a successor of 
John Adams and'John Quincy Adams in the White House deposed 
he Ikffi zollerns, and another quarter of a centuty after that 
mother successor was Commander-in-chief of an army which put 
more men in the air over Berlin than Washington had Americans 

under him at Valley forge or at Yorktown. 

1 remembered, too, that when the British troops under Genera 

O'Hara marched out at Yorktown in 1781 to surrender to sh 
ton and Rochambeau, their bands played The World Turned 
Upside Down.” And as in the darkening months and years 1Hieard 
the apologists for the new Danegeld preach the policy of buyi g 
HUIeT offi evem if absolutely necessary, with British property 
wondered if they, with their subservience to the new enemy of al 
American political religion, really cared nothing for Amwican good- 
will or thought, like the Germans, that it was a mere matter o 
sentiment that there was time enough before the American giant 
awoke to see that he awoke, like Gulliver in Lilliput, bound hand 

""'Buunaiiy of them, English and German, did not even think that 
he was a gfant, that the world had really been turned 

at Yorktown, that it was time that even the smuggest ? \ P 
or English politician learned what it meant that the United State 

had grown to its present stature and to its present umty. 

That the Japanese and Germans made a mistake they are now 
learning the hard way. That those of us who undora ted1 thespeed 

itr a much more agreeable fashion. Yet the Amencan problem 
'Tusa double problem. It is the problem of making intelligible 

1 Bennett Champ Clark, John Quincy AJnim, p. C>1 • 
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to the American people, the nature of the changes in the modern 
wor d wtah they can lead, which they can resist. bn, which "h™ 
an t ignore. That is a problem for Americans. There is the second 

S oAhe world o'? h' m: ' k '7 - in,dligible ,i,e lw ™ al American's 
the solution of such a problem is impossible; there must •,i.,‘, vs 

remain an element of the unconscious and umnlelligib e m Z 
nattona life of any people. But a little can be done to encounce 
sympathetic understanding of the Americanism of America ‘ 8 
The problem ol modern America is almost literally one of orient, 
tton. A century ago, Henry Thoreau described how when he went 
out of doors uncertain where to go, his instinct ahw'tys “cMed ??? 

• turn round and lound irresolute sometimes for a cimrtpr 
Of an hour unti! I decide, for the thousandth time, thm I till w Hr 

to believe tlrnt l I, f , ? b “ sllless me. It is hard for me 

freedom behind the eastern horizo^T 1 * 5 ° r Sufficiei,t " i)dncss and 
Of a walk thither; but I believe 

and^here ar^no “r 'T^ 5e “'' 1 « nSUn ' 

turb me. Let me live where »ll o? 2°?Pd ■ C °",f q “ enCe 10 dis ‘ 
the wilderness, and ever I am lenvinc the ri ,„ ' he C “ y ’ °' ! ,hat 

Mm * ?**"**■ 1 Sh °° U ' d '"y°somuch‘Press'™ 

tendency of my countrymen*' I'muTusal'k t' ke n ' he P revailin g 
towards Europe.”i ^ ' 1 * k towards Oregon and not 

side ofThoreau* 1 oSmsn d °T ‘° "7 reCe,,t ,imes ' <ke 

river no longer' rolled ft d"' ildCn ’ eSS 1 the C ° lurabia 

but was tamed by he are es 1 i f °7 daShin « s ’” 

ocean, at least, rimmedS c ,1^1? ,n a " d towards the 

Potent; Americans rejoiced S in ^hi ^ 7 rd df ‘ Ve was stUI 
bliss of solitude.” It £nnh, if lnward e y e which is the 

learn, slowly inadequately^ cei ? tur y tllat the y d ave begun to 

f tb - optimfsm, a s^tt^Sv £? 

h m a new world. Honolulu is west of Oregon J? apply 

1 Quoted hv Pa™. ; J_ * n ! ans and Slbena are north and west. 


1 Ouoteri hvp„- j . . - lJ,Ubua ate norm and v 

e Veto, The Year of Decision, 1 846, “Invocation 


1 * 
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A contemporary of Thoreau knew that mere movement in one 

“■'“v™ r^r"„a,e« plain, and by sailing eastward we 

ever re°ch new distances, and discover sights more sweet 

.. strange than anv Cyclades or Islands of King Solomon, then 
and strange - But , n pursuit of those far 

toSled chase ofl ha, demon phantom 

that come time or other, swims before all human hearts, wh e 
chasing such over this round globe, they either lead us on m barren 

rm 7 r"s or midway leave us wlielmed* 

Tlie world is round, and so you come to Europe (or Europecomes 

to voul by the back if not by the lront door. The world runs north 

and south as well as east and west. Brazil is a neighbour of Africa 

"as well as of the United States; Canada touches Siberia as well as 

“t not only a world that has closed in on the United States 
J on whose once' remote borders, the United States now 
with unconscious weight and powerl. It is a world in which all 
nations have to make deep adjustments in their mental habits, have 

to take stock of what is living and dead ,n lhei ^ ' ttfe lWing 

?rffion accordinc to the spirit. “These are the times that try 
men’s souls. ” wrote'Thomas Paine in 1776. ThesC mStulTund^ 

standing, to without these there will bo no enduring structure of 
peace and order built. 


' Melville. Moby OU k. chnptcr lii. 
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THE AMERICAN PROBLEM 

The historic'il process that has in this century produced so 

fi T“iv; n or,T «« «>" * 

ilon-Vno line from Maine to Florida with forest. Betore them lay 

nver't million square miles of "the forest primeval. the "tut nlu "| 

” l d the hemlock." forest on a scale that Europe had not known 

K'thousand 'ears. Scattered over that lores. were aJ*hum 

dred thousand name, Indians. T their natural 

blHtics of adaptatton ^ ‘(hat environment. 

Thev''had'no homes.’no cattle: they had to be hunters and planters 

and i' was impossible to build a populous and progressive so y 

in the forest oifthcsc terms. It was not a matter ot luittve tneap^ y. 

The Indian took to the horse and the gun ";.tU great speed seme^o 

,he European techniques he accepted quickly. 0( ' Kr5 „ = h( . 

,ee' eep.ed if the invaders had given him tune to do so. But the 

d r simem of the Indian to his envtronment. oto admttubk a 
1 i as, was not an adjustment that the white man.wanted to makeor 
could make. Before an American society coul J iye 

ivav to the lields. the plough, the draught ox. the mule, the sheqp, 

the coat, the wheel, gunpowder, steel had to nia c P°^ ^ \ few 
life m which tens of millions could live abundant > \ . 

makina took centuries, took cs.rtordinaty eue^« j‘ 

:; md ,1, he a disparager of the pus, U iook ^ 

which uie^reluehint ^ ^'Until ^ ^ 

iKw'ehanee a little further on. Movement « 

a rather contemptible attitude ot mind. Ihc lw mr *" fc 
speech is a defined barrier between two organized stales 
it is a vague, broad, fluctuating region on one side ^ 

stable, settled, comparatively old society, on I k i ’ American 

a few savages, unknown opportunities, unknown usk.. ^ 

history has been a matter ot eliminating that debataUc . • 

the empty land and the settled land, between the desert and the • 
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Thst elimination has now been completed but it is too early yet 
for the centuries-old habits to have changed and much too early 
fot the attitude ot mind bred bv this incessant social process to have 

lost its power. Bishop Berkeley was procure prophet 'when m 

the eighteenth century he wrote: 

► 

Westward the course of empire takes its way. 

The first four acts already past. 

The filth shall close the drama with the day. 

Time s noblest otlsprinc is the hist. 

The fifth act is with us but neither the actors nor the spectators vet 
ending **** " k * W " he,hcr “ *■ have a tragic™- a happy 

When the early settlers from crowded Europe saw the more fertile 

Pa ?M? l 6 ^ tlantlc coast » empty, promising, asking for the plouuh 

i C er r ’ 11 uas natura * tlacy should under-estimate the 
i culties of settlement. It was natural that speculators in Europe 

ould see themselves, for the expenditure of a little capital, suddenly 

shot upwards in the social scale. Land was abundant in America 

scarce m Europe; owning land was socially and financially the aim 

of all climbing Europeans in the seventeenth century-and it was a 

ft The new Western iands seemed 10 offer promotion 
for everybodv for great magnates who wanted even more, for the 

cadets of noble houses who in Virginia need not be the victims of 

primogeniture, needy younger sons, but could quickly set up in the 

SToW and a ! £qUalS °f the a r dde '' br ° therS ' Even when ^dreams 
And for the first two centuries of English settlement, it must always 

_ Tr *, | n ^ ^ ^ resources of what is now 

abundance IT T* Unrea ' hable - Gold aild silver there was in 
0thpr ° t , but undjsc °vered in what was then Spanish territory 

anth > ir( ! 11 and co PP er; other minerals, soft coal and 

thp ^ C1 6 ’ 01 3nd natura ^ S as i tbe repeated bonuses nature paid to 

“. lets" 1 And Lea “A? 5 ' “ n,Ury " ere Wi,hhdd 

nentmw wkhLf?r W3S !, 0, ' he dream oran eas y as ccnt to 
rnlf. Ut labour was a dream that never came true. The 

land ° thC mere P ro P netor ’ the mere owner of naked legal titles to 

vou h?H S r neVCr f ^ ° ne - T ° make mone y ^ land in America 

be and d nevp W ° rk ^ Wa f h ’ a mere gentr ^ livin S off rent ^ could not 

squire was never f ?^ The ^ mencan equivalent of the English 
qrnre was never a close equivalent; he had to be a gambler! an 
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entrepreneur, a capitalist; he had to be vigilant, generation after 
generation, to keep his old land from deterioration and to secure 
his share of the new land. If he did neither, he could not keep up 
with the Joneses who on the frontier were repeating the pattern of 
the first settlement and, from the very beginning, American life was 
competitive from the top downward. There was no real stability, 
no real security for anyone. Here and there a family might stay put; 
here and there mere stability paid well enough; but such cases were 
few, and fewer still the fortunes, the social and political positions, 
preserved over centuries without repeated effort, without setbacks 
and windfalls. There was no high plateau of effortless superiority 
to be attained, by Byrds in Virginia, or by Saltonstalls in Massa¬ 
chusetts. A family or an individual had to have what it took to 
survive and it took adaptability, toughness, perhaps a not too sensi¬ 
tive moral or social outlook. The would-be profit-drawers in 
England simply contributed capital on which no return w as or could 
be made. The would-be gentry unlearned the idle lessons of gentility 
or sank into poverty or returned to the easier world they had left. 
From the beginning it was ‘Toot hog or die.” And the American 
razor-back hog that the forest bred, with little meat and much 

w 

muscle, was a symbol as well as a product of the process of adapta¬ 
tion. 

The poor who came to America—the majority of the settlers— 
had fewer illusions to shed than had the gentry. They took a 
rationally pessimistic view of the world and did not expect to get 
anything for nothing. Whether they were solvent enough to pay 
their way (the mere cost of transportation was relatively very high 
indeed in those days) or sold themselves as indentured servants to 
earn, by seven years' serfdom, the passage to America, or were 
transported, free, by a vigilant government for offences ranging 
from taking the wrong side in a rebellion to plain and fancy felonies, 
the move to America was important and final. They did not expect 
to go back; if they were religious or political refugees they did not 
want to. And the new world into which they came had to be made 

habitable by them. 

Adaptation again was the key. How r many early settlements, 
Spanish, English. French withered away or were swept away by 
famine and disease! To pick the wrong, malarial, snake-infested, 
swampy site for the settlement, that was a mistake paid for by the 
loss of "the meagre capital resources so painfully accumulated and 
often by the forfeit of life as well. To fail to plant the right crops 
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at the right time was a mistake as deadiv. The early settlers ol 
New England bore in tiicir memories the duty of gratitude to the 
Indians who taught them the completely novel technique of planting 
Indian corn (maize), the making ol the little mound like a golf-lee 
the use of a fish as a teitilizer, ways so now to v.heat-growers to 
users of ploughs and breeders of cattle. The timing of vour arrival 
on the American coast (so much a matter of good luck as w ell as 

good navigation) might mean death for all or most of a party before 
the first crops could be harvested. 

The early settler had to have an eye for the country, he had to be 
a real estate dealer, to make a good first choice, to decide whether 
it was wise to hold on, whether it was wiser to cut your losses, to file 
that petition in bankruptcy which moving on constituted, whether 
it was possiole to unload your losses on some more optimistic and 
more gullible new-comer. Again, there were some exceptions. The 
Germans who settled in early Pennsylvania have stayed put ever 
since and taeir fin tile, well-farmed, stable countryside often evokes 
nostaigia in European breasts. But America was not made by ways 

0 ;‘., e that evoke European nostalgia or by imitations of European 
stability and the “Pennsylvania Dutch’' have played a far less 
important role than those more American-type immigrants, the 
so-called Scotch-Irish,” the Ulster Presbyterians who took w'hisky 

Calvinism, a high degree of pugnacity and a taste for acquisition on 
a big scale into the Indian country* 

In the first century, geographical stability was suggested if not 
imposed by the lie of the land and the balance of power. In harbours 
and up rivers were the natural centres of settlement. Great mistakes 
were made; “obvious” sites like New York for a time nigieetd 
hopeless sites like a score of decayed or abandoned old settlements 
chosen. But with the sea behind them and the numerous rivers 
opening ways inland, the early settlers were distributed, very thinly 

coas tin ai fashion fairly obviously dictated by geo- 
® f The sea stl11 bound them t0 Europe, to an England which 
Chi’ 1 fr i° m c trans P ortatlon Point of view, easier of access from 

Mrt Ut Thf ar °M ? *, han a B ° St0n ’ Massachuse « was from 

ettlemomf £ ,T Um “ ,Ca ' COrd that boimd ,he »»• unadapted 

Where shim oo ,M m01lKr - s countr 3' ra " up the great rivers too. 

settlers to the old world and to old ways. The Wes. miTt bJkon 

view oTftlieTT 5 ! heSU " 111 ° Ve from lhe ocean inland; his evening 
view over the Atlantic is grey and grim, while to the west, the land is 
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its climate, its trails, its honey, its rc , g 

x- r th _ hunter and warrior. The bngiisn seiuu uau 
possibilities tor the hunt really learned the necessary 

woodcraft but Ins son J o d 'f, s| , ^ far tnland ™s to risk disaster 
century was no joke. To p f aeneration This was 

and the Wdi "8 “CCicut' WtT round' Northampton, more 
recertify Zoll as the home of enutious Cal Coolidge and ofrae 

of the most famous of American women s colleges ' careful|y 
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children of the region to-day- f ‘ . reckless advance two 

memory a century ago and a positive barner 

centuries ago. When the whole frontier flamed up in one 
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bright). But where fells and rapids broke the easy navisation 
channels, the Fall line” of the geographers limited settlement. 
Beyond that, it was no question of ships out of London or Bristol, 
but of that admirably functional invention of the Indian, the canoe 
and, in winter, that other Indian invention, the snow-shoe. (Onlv in 
the last few years has the American adopted the even more functional 
Norwegian ski for winter use, for cattle-tending as well as for 
winter sports.) Along the coast, clearing the forest was compara¬ 
tively easy; communication between settlement and settlement, 
between colony and mother country, comparatively easy too. But 
away from the coastal plain, it was very different* The only easy 
river way into the heart of America was in French hands, so the 
masters of the St. Lawrence were exploring the Mississippi and 
seeing the possibilities ot what is now' the site of Chicago, while the 
English settlers were still pinned to the coast. True, there runs 
inland from New York the admirable natural road of the valleys 

J 


of the Hudson and the Mohawk. But across this corridor lay the 
most formidable of Indian w arriors, the Five Nations of the Iroquois. 
They were allies of the English against the French; they played ball 
with the first great Irish-American politician. Colonel Thomas 
Dongan, Governor of New York for James II. But they were a 
barrier that the feeble colonists could not then force. 


And far more feeble tribes than the Iroquois were barriers too. 
In the early days the Indians were not outnumbered. As they got 
guns from the quarrelling European settlers, they were not hope¬ 
lessly outclassed in equipment, and the forest, hundreds of thousands 
of square miles of it, was their home. To it they were adapted; to 
its climate, its trails, its honey, its cranberries, its game, to its 
possibilities for the hunter and w'arrior. The English settler had 
to learn all this; perhaps no settler really learned the necessary 
woodcraft—but his sons did. An Indian war in the seventeenth 


century w T as no joke. To push too far inland was to risk disaster 
and the holding up of westward advance for a generation. This w as 
learned on the Connecticut River round Northampton, more 
recently famous as the home of cautious Cal Coolidge and of one 
of the most famous of American women's colleges. Smith. Monu¬ 
ments, tradition, a local patriotism that is genuine if carefully 
cultivated, keep this memory 7 green among the Polish and Italian 
children of the region to-day. It was a far more vivid and compelling 
memory a century ago and a positive barrier to reckless advance two 
centuries ago. Whin the whole frontier flamed up in one of the 
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were more American than their parents, better adjusted to their 
environment, with less of the luxurious habits of the old world about 

*>/;; refinements • their equipment of English and Scottish ballads, 
their Bibles, their Pikrim's f^rcss and E|ackstone* 


tneir uiD.es, a.. seaboard settlements, it had 

been p hblc to create, on a basis of tobacco and nee ra.sed by 


hpon nOSSID C LU UUUt, van ti ." t 

sla\e labour in the South, of slave trading, of careful commerce in 
um rTdmoiusses and cod and ships in the North, a rcasonaWy 
olausible simulacrum of the contemporary civilized society of 
E-Hand Boston and Philadelphia, Charleston and tne grea 
Vi'rghiia"plantations were not in the least barbarous communU^ 
tit pm «h tlVi- wealth, their culture and their social structure were 
more adequate than ample. The Virginia plantation houses were 
elcaant. at any rate when they were first built, out 1 wy were y' t 

standards of English magnates small and cheap, ^ven 

■ere clean and often in parts elegant; Charleston was beautiful. 
But they were small and provincial compared not on 

Professor Adam Smi.h and James Wait, 

Priestley. They were more outposts ot the old uoilu than capitals ot 

th Far more American, and far more touching to the historicaluna- 
oin r a t on are the oW towns of the Middle West. They are not old 

by American, much less by European standards; some of them 

American cities. It is not the cities that made the grade but th<s lmle 
towns which did not that are touching and symbolic. > 

Marietta, Bardstown, Lexington; these trere centres of cm , 

nf lMrr ; n0 of religion, of commerce. Some like Gallipoli* represent 
highly unsuccessful enterprises; others had their brief aay an now 
are content to be minor centres like Cano. He.e was m early 
college - there an early cathedral. This town had the hrst steamboat 
in itf region • that sank all its capital in a now grass-grown cana . 
And all around these little settlements was the forest or the ominous 
empty meadows of Kentucky’s “dark and bloody groun . 

r Tribes life the Choctaw and the Cherokee New -antes reptoced 
old Indian names. Pontiac and Tecumseh played the role ot Pow 
hatan and King Philip. There were wars and massacres. Chicago 
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were more American than their parents, better adjusted to their 



been possible to create, on a basis of tobacco and rice raised b > 
slave labour in the South, ot sla\e trading, ot caretul commerce in 
rum and molasses and cod and ships in the North, a reasonably 
plausible simulacrum of the contemporary' civilized society of 
England. Boston and Philadelphia. Charle>ton and the great 
Virginia plantations were not in the least barbarous communities, 
though their wealth, their culture and their social structure were 
more adequate than amp e. The Virginia plantation houses were 
elegant, at anv rate when thev were fir>t built, but they were by the 

^ ^ ^ ■ j. 

standards of English magnates small and cheap. E\en Westover 
was far from being a Woburn or a Chatsworth. The little cities 
were clean and often in parts elegant: Charleston was beautiful. 
But they were smail and provincial compared not only with London, 
but with the Edinburgh of Principal Robertson, the Glasgow of 
Professor Adam Smith and James Watt, the Birmingham of Joseph 
Priestley. Thev were more outposts ol the old world than capitals of 

the new. 

Far more American, and far more touching to the historical ima¬ 
gination. are the old towns ot the Nliddle Vest. They are not old 
American, much less by European standards, some of them, 
St. Louis and Cincinnati, have become great cities like other great 
American cities. It is not the cities that made the grade but the little 
towns which did not that are touching and symbolic.^ Vincennes, 
Marietta. Bardstown, Lexington; these were centres of civilization, 
nf learning, of religion, of commerce. Some like Gallipolis represent 
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I vnune Lincoln: they would have appreciated better a son like 
HnJdeNtrrv Finn They might have become as completely asstmt- 
hte'Mo the Indian way of life as did so many of the French courems 

* ,ke llK ? n .tthev ■“re tved from that by their numbers 

about sitice" Crooper createcl Urc tV^^ko-umain^Trom^the 

the Great Lakes from the St. Lawrence, Y ‘ . h 

not fur traders or hunters; they were had wasteful, u ' isel ’ 
technically backward farmers, but they m 

r >r n ii elements of ti worn3.n s life hsd to ? 

women. For al ^ the clem. community life had to be 

created; the possibility of a^ non-sa . 1^ ^ (o the cabin> that 

out of nothing ”1 They dfed of plagues like the milk-sick; 
T Tld-n'diriof t They died in childbed; if modern America 

seems full of widotvs, America a century ago was full ofwri.^ 

It was they who sufteied J ava „ e f eu ds bred in 

the foot-loose h ^t;^tesness to^ men who could and 

did live much as ^ t” £ f 5 ', Lincoln’s stepmother who 

then children o the . n ■ hk first limpse ofdvilizat.cn. 

encouraged him to read b Qut . his father he despised 

It was she to w to L .S c ‘ oln , s wifej from t he comparatively old 

and ignore . > Kentucky who tried to make a tidy, 

and well-settled state of Kentui £ . she failed> but 

socially ambitious man o &nd hef husband ’ s grea t rival, 

Stephen Douglas was more^uccesrfu • „ made Tom Sawyer's 

dress better and drink less. When Mark ^ have had 

r^ex^toceTn 1 3,°«he adjustment of the manners of a 
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Mississippi pilot to the social standards of Elmira or Hartford, but 
whether he had or not, he created an effective symbol. The Missis¬ 
sippi Valley needed to have its hair combed, it needed to have 
someone see that its boys wushed behind the cars. 

It was the women who supported the missionaries who came into 

the wilderness to preach against drink and fornication, to preach 

for stable marriage, lor the literacy needed to read the Bible, for 

those bourgeois virtues that the Middle West then needed so badly 

and is only now rich enough, settled enough, secure enough to begin 

to think it can despise. Great Methodist circuit riders like Peler 

Cartwright were makers of the society of the Great Valley. So in a 

less dramatic way were those less flamboyant pioneers like the 

Vale Band who tried to carry New England orthodoxy into a 

region that needed stronger meat. The revival meeting, orgiastic 

anti-intellectual, often ludicrous, was as necessary to the organization 

of a stable society in the Middle West as the steamboat that could 

move upstream from New Orleans to St. Paul. Religion, if sulfi- 

ciently emotional, simple, and relevant could move upstream too, 

against the permanent temptations to savage anarchy that the 

frontier pressed on men who had a natural" bias to anarchy, to 

a venture, or they' would not have crossed the mountains into the 
untamed land. 

And it was not only the preachers and the women who fought 

f, arc ^ vh0 fou S ht the temptations of savage life. The politicians 
id; the lawyers did. They were great ligures in the West round 1800. 
Sometimes like Andrew Jackson, they were soldiers and planters as 
ve as politicians and judges. But the western leader who came to 
he top by his power of speech, of debate, by his energy and courage 

^™ ght iLf e 110 other standard virtues) was a founder of common- 
wealths. The young Henry Clay, the “mill-boy of the slashes" 
moving from Virginia to Kentucky and leading the “War Hawks" of 

FndL!2° . WaMed , War ,0 pU " ish th,; English—and weaken the 

was a maker as well as a product of the West. And his 

mzv* P0W f, r ° f Speech ’ the p0WCr of law - So jt was with 

iScson^ leader ,k re c embere< i fi8U ‘ eS like Thorai,s Hart Bcnt °n, 

fieure Sam H he ? enate ' S ° i( was wi,h ,h; " extraordinary 
g “5 S Houston, adventurer, politician, soldier, who actually 

for toTk ' Vmg ! m °" g ‘ he Chcrokecs wilh Indian wife, ready 

-rehStr as k h^d"d o '“ WaS *° make him the her0 of 

Of an Sale Clav R. , u 0 ™" fasI ! ioD ' on ,he favourable omen 

an eagle. Clay, Benton, Houston, all had in common a devotion 
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political organization was provided locally and spontaneously, that 
the West got as much law and order as it thought it needed—and its 
needs were not exorbitant. There was no organized police force; 
the local sheriff, totally dependent on local opinion for his posse, 
for his power of effective action, was no very good match for such 
organizations as the Murrell gang before the Civil War or the 
James Boys after it. But when disorder became intolerable, there 
was a new sheriff or a lynching or what, in the Far West, came to be 
called a Vigilante organization. As settlement grew closer, simple 
murder and banditry became more difficult and less tolerable. But 
the idea of the imposition of order from the outside, of an abso¬ 
lutely inflexible system of law enforced with cold impartiality, was not 
a Western idea. A lawyer there needed to have more than his wits 
about him; he needed personal prestige, for honesty, courage, 
presence of mind, accurate marksmanship, or all of these qualities, 
before he could be a success as a defending counsel, not to speak of a 
district attorney or a judge. Effective law was an aspect of the 
character of some man or men. 


Yet if there was a good deal of lawlessness, there was real respect 
for law\ There was a general acceptance of the authority of the 
State and the Union. There was no equivalent of Spanish-American 
revolutions, no encouragement given to mere pronunciamientos, 
though a man like Andrew Jackson in a Spanish environment would 
have had all the talents and temperament and temptations of a 
dictator. But Jackson and his followers and enemies gave to the 
Constitution of the United States the reverence due to 4 4 the supreme 
law of the land.” The federal government was forced to make 
adjustments in its too rigid land laws, to recognize the effective 
lights of squatters on the public lands. Locally, it was polite not to 
ask too many questions of a man arriving from another state, with 
or without a lady companion. But no society could have grown so 
fast if the minimum basis of law had not been provided by the free 

~°* ce people, the only effective authority. On the western 

frontier, the general will, like the political equality of all (wffiite) 

men was no fiction of a political philosopher but an observable 
^reality. 

The system was tested very severely indeed in California, where for 
the first tune the Americans had to deal with the problems of a 
society suddenly made rich by gold, not slowly made rich by work 
a society m which there w'ere few women, a society in which cities 
sprang mto existence overnight without the long discipline of 
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some societies would have found better remedie ^ ^ 
highly respectable organiz ly^j ^ fef mQre effectively m 
authority preserve t ^ an American authority did in 

California. But then among the thing ^ Qther hard 

to contend was an mvasi ^ ? 0 f infant Australia; and no 

cases from the convict se 1 • Australia and California wil 

Californian looking at t deUcious> super i 0 r and colossa 

doubt which met ho civilizing influences were soon at 

fruit. Yet even m California, ^ p J ilosopher , Josiah Royce, 

work as the story o anarchical barbarism was soon being 

shows. The first, mas ^ u ’ , ’ t { politicians. California settled 

10 expect 

favoured land and exubeiant less surprising than the 

evaporation of federal that meant anything 

adopted. Almost the on y _ Office— and by a statesmanlike 

to the common man was tl c nut i ie rn Confederacy continued 

turning of the blind eye, t e n deliver the mail long after the 

to allow the federal governments^ d^J^ ^ Union what is sur- 

secedina states had forma y federal authority from Washing- 

V XO n south to the Mexican border and west to* ^ ^ & years , 
that, at a cost of^hal f a mdhon 1 • ordeal as any victorious 

nation has undergone mmodem^h ^ proporttou- 

^ im p° sed ° n Germany by 

wa lh°e f Imptrtof the Sn 

memory can hardly be exa 6e“ , d tra ;ning camps (Sheridan, 
both sides give their names to forts and^ ^ ^ thelI 

Thomas, Bragg): iiom lllox . f m jg68 (the fir st post-war 
names (Grant, Sherman,^ S.nar^ From ^ man elected 

Z2JT.TJZA "“ - “ “•» 
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Its battlefields and war cemeteries are sacred in an esnecr : u >" 
Chancellorsviile, Fredericksburg, Vicksburg, Slone River ciiicka 
mauga. Lookout Mountain, Atlanta, Petersburg, the*’ are still 
fighting names. The tactics, the strategy of the war are fought over 
again m magazines, m rev iew s, in books. South of the Potomac it is 
sti l a near-lighting word lo call this conflict anything but "the war 

re S,i " »»^-ons.r«c?c<f rebels in Georgia 

t"mTssL Th ' Civlrw' e:1SOn Cd i 0US in Vci m °nt and northern 
iennessee. I he Civil War is not the only genuine American war 

has apart from wars waged by the United States). There is the 
Thtrel he Wn!°MsiV th -? are Bunkel Hi " and Brandywine. 

there is the War ot 1812 with its memories of victories on sea to 

victorv^of^N 0n n ! ; ind ~ and the memory, too, of that crownin* 
™ t0T l ° f r New 0r eanS) vvon after peace had been made a victory 

IJanuarv Rth^ o ? P° ntlessness-and for giving in Jackson Day 
(January 8th) a national festival to the Democratic Party. There 

are Indian wars too; in Minnesota, perhaps the Sioux War of 1862 

is as important as the share of the new state in the Civil War And 

histore^BmaTlouf mSt M “ iC0 ' S ' he cemre ofs <Me-and world- 

conquest and use of the American soil. In the last f!,lean War 
moie mencan lives were lost than in any war but the Civil War' 

, "as not merely a mortician's ramp when the bodies of the 
American dead were brought back to America. There ° ™ 

mencan equivalent of Rupert Brooke’s conviction that his I, i 
would make a “corner of a foreign field . for ever EnnhnH Y 

tTholdon Am he ° r 3t Qimigny lhat hils ailing like 

Zealander, r , f GaIll P oh for Australians and New 

United State, h VVar / 0U S ht ou tside the present boundaries of the 

,h“ Americ “ neoole ““ *° the hearts and ™^ories of 

of Montezuma^’ aid Ja"" " ta " S 

«m e Soirf s ,t siies are p ,a - cl,! h a 

lgthl°Llll Ut '° n 6red againS ' the British Getty" 


• • . broken, reeled 

From a stubborn Meade and a barren field. 
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And Concord and Gettysburg have this other claim to memorv that 
their ideological meaning was made plain by two utterance* *Kat 
have become American classics. At Concord,* said Fme woa 

By the rude bridge that arched the flood 
Their flag to April's breeze unfurled. 

Here once the embattled farmers stood 
And fired the shot heard round the world. 

And that shot echoed eighty-eight vears later in Lincoln’s declaration 

that “We here highly resolve that these dead shall not base died in 

^ 

vain—that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom 
—and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, 
shall not perish from the earth.” 

It has long been fashionable to reduce the ideological content of 
the War of the Revolution and the Civil War to, at moat, a trace. 
But even if the “glittering generalities” of the Declaration of 
Independence, like their echo in the Gettysburg speech, will not 
stand strict semantic or historical examination (which is not set 
proven), the fact that the American people believe that their two 
great ordeals by battle, in one of which the new nation was born 
and in the other saved, had their origin in different views of the 
political good life is a tact ot great practical importance. It puts a 
limit to the possibilities of mere Realpolitik as a possible American 
policy. To ignore this is not to be realist but to be 'onuntic. 

Nevertheless, the emotional interest evoked by the Civil War has 
other roots too. For what was at issue was not solely the moral 
character of slavery' (though that was at issue) or the rights and duties 
of minorities (though that was at issue) or the nature of the federal 
union (though that was at issue). It was the unity, the future of the 
great interior valley in which alone the character of a new American 
people could be given to the immigrants, from Europe and from the 
Atlantic seaboard alike. The decisive event of those years was the 
entry' of the railway into the Mississippi Valley, an e\ent esen more 
decisive than Nicholas Roosevelt's first Mississippi steamboat. For 
the steamboat only made it easier to exploit the river system, the 
railway made it possible to defy it. No longer must traffic run north 
and south, with such successful but not decisive modifications as the 
Erie Canal that joined the Great Lakes to the mouth ot the Hudson 
and made New York the unquestioned metropolis, or such tai lures 
at modification as that Potomac Canal in which George Washington 
saw the solution of the old problem ot joining V lrgicia to the west. 
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The railways defied the map. They went west across the mountains 
or, wnen New York got round to it and found its canal monopoly 
threatened, by the flat road nature had provided up the Hudson 
and across by the Mohawk. They linked the Mississippi Valley to 
the seaboard as it had never yet been linked. The Union was made 
real by the new iron bonds that each year got farther west, to 
Albany, to Pittsburgh, to Wheeling, to Columbus, to St. Louis, to 
Chattanooga, to Atlanta, to Chicago, to St. Joseph. But these bonds 
were bonds binding the West to the North. Only Chattanooga and 
Atlanta were southern versions of the great American novelty, the 
town whose basic position was created by the railway, Chicago, 
Kansas City, Omaha. No longer did the rivers tie ud the Great 
Valley to New Orleans; the railways tied it up to New York and 
Philadelphia and Baltimore. The battle for the control of the new 
West, economically, politically, socially, was won by the side that 
la tie most railways, the war in a double sense was a railway war; 
it was fought to upset an old economic and political balance of power 
an t ie war that arose from this attempt was won by the side that 
the railways fought for. It was symbolic—and more than merely 
symbolic—that the only really important case in which Lincoln 
was ever briefed was a railway case; that his rival, Stephen Douglas 

Dalb 8 ni 1 c U,W ; iy IaWyer and s P okesman I th ai President Jefferson 
Davis of the southern Confederacy had, as federal Secretary of War 

? SeCU ? u that the trans continentai railway, when it came, should 
take the southern route. 

rivet nort s? F™ ° f ^ end ° f the war ’ the S reat representative 

had fL-i/jf' “ 0UIS ’ at the junction of the Missouri and Mississippi, 

river steamm-t™ 38 ' 11 ^ 01 ^ ads bndge over the Ievees at which the 
accident Zt F* beginnin S t0 be tied U P to rot. And it was no 

speaking tide tha T aF ° f thC Cndmg of the war > the English- 
in two hunHrtt i/f S 0W y Crept <r0m the AtIantic to the Missouri 

hundred milei .“califS"' ^ rUShed ^ ‘ he remaining fifteen 

laud were m C r inS of . ! he u railwa y. “me victories over the American 
have won hefnMYf*' that n0 ener Sy> courage or ingenuity could 
reluctintlv inrl 'n, Tle k" S ’ Iatlltuated t0 the great forest, had 

prairie Leed , “ U c Ch * re P idi “ ion ''entured forth on to the lone 
•'mber for houstng to build the log cabins of the pioneers, to provide 
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timber for the rails that Lincoln, like so many more, had split to make 
fences, no timber for fuel and little water that had not to be dug for. 
But with the coming of the railway came corrugated iron and wire 
fencing and commercial timber for houses and young trees to make 
windbreaks and mail-order catalogues where the farmer could order 
new-fangled gadgets like windmills and reapers and his wife new¬ 
fangled gadgets like sewing machines. The railway that brought 
could take away; the once practically self-supporting farmer was 
now' forced to buy and sell at world prices, fixed in Liverpool and 
relayed (with modifications) through the Chicago Board of Trade, 
the “Pit.” He had always been a gambler; now he was more of a 
gambler than ever, a gambler with little knowledge but with great 
courage. But the land was fertile. Europe was growing richer and 
more greedy. To the west lay the High Plains where the buffalo 
roamed in millions till the railway cut the great herd in two, till 
the Winchesters of tourists and buffalo-hide hunters and cattlemen 
eager for grazing lands reduced the bison to a few thousand guarded 
specimens on reservations where the Indians, deprived of their 
whole economic basis, had preceded him. It was no wonder that to 
the outside w'orld, the typical w'estern hero ot this generation should 


be called “ Buffalo Bill.” 

For a few' years, the open range reproduced the life of the nomad 
Indian with the semi-savage Texas Longhorns and the not very 
civilized cowboys as representatives of the buffalo and the Indian. 
Those were the days when the great American legend of the Wild 
West w as created for the delight of the w hole w hite w orld. Then the 
great western bandits and bad men replaced the gargantuan figures 
of Mississippi legend like Mike Fink, the giant boatman, or the 
Finn McCool or Little John of the northern forest, Paul Bunyan. 
Mike Fink and Paul Bunyan w ere legends, not so the James Brothers 
or the Dalton Brothers or such precocious bad men as Billy the Kid 
or the most remarkable killer of them all, the boy, John Wesey 
Hardin. Again, settlement had gone much faster than order. The 
new frontier was lawless enough. Cheyenne, Dodge lty, om 
stone with its Boot Hill cemetery for those deceased residents who 
had died with their boots on; these were reflections on the sense ot 


order of the Americans. . , 

So too, were the Indian wars which the experience of Canada 

show ed could have been avoided and which produced the aPP are **y 
ludicrous spectacle of two great soldiers like Sherman and ^" dan 
who a few years before, had commanded armies of scores of 
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thousands, directing the movements of little columns pursuing such 
masters of American war and politics as Chief Joseph, Geronitno, 
Sitting Bull. And there was irony as well as tragedy in the fact that 
in lire year in which the centenary of American independence was 
celebrated, the Sioux under Rain-in-the-Face destroyed the dramatic 
and dramatized General Custer and all his men at the Indian Cannae, 
the Little Big Morn, where the mounted savages rode round and 
round the doomed whites like Hannibal's Numidian cavalry—and 
more fortunate than the Carthaginians, left their own pictographic 
record of their victory. But no savage generalship could defeat 
civilization. On tiie plains of Texas, the six-shooter made the white 
man on a horse more than a match for the mounted Indian with his 
bow' and arrow, who had hitherto been more than a match for a 
man armed only with.a single-shot rifle. The Winchester repeating 
rifle did the job farther north and more and more railway lines cut 
across the prairie and the High Plains. Sheepmen came into the 
cow country and fought for the possession of the strategic water 
holes without which it was useless to have legal title to tens of 
thousands of acres. New mining camps like Leadville repeated in 
Colorado the violent history of Lahfornia. Ihe open range over 
which cattle moved a thousand miles from Texas to Canada, began 
to be cut up into ranches, wired-off and guarded. Big cattlemen 
fought open and concealed wars with little cattlemen, using force 
when chicane failed. The bitter winter of 1386 ruined big and little 
alike—and put an end to the easy profits of the Edinburgh land 
companies w'hich had revived in Scottish breasts the seventeenth- 
century hopes of easy profits to be drawn across the Atlantic. New 
state alter new state was added; the last free Indians were herded 
into i eservations; vigilant and c]uick-shooting sheriffs like Bat 
Masterson provided a reasonable amount of law and order and by the 
centenary of the Constitution (1889), the West was no longer, by 
western standards, wild. It was served and ruled by the great rail¬ 
roads whose names aie as magical to Americans, almost, as the 
names of the great rivers that the railroads robbed of so much 
economic importance: Union Pacific, Southern Pacific, Texas 
Pacific, Northern Pacific, Great Northern and that line which, in its 
very' title, sums up the history of the American movement into the 

country of the Indian and the Spaniard, the Atchison, Topeka and 
banta Fe. 

In 1890 the federal census took note, a hundred years after the 
tour million settlers on the Atlantic seaboard were first numbered. 
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jhat the frontier was dosed and a poet in one deservedly immortal 

couplet summed it ull up. 

Across the plains where once there roamed the Indian and 

the Scout, * u + 

The Swede with alcoholic breath sets rows of cabbage out. 

By that time it was ea : y to be sentimental about both the Indian 
and\he Scout. Little boys, all over the white world played mi India 
dress -md reckless of historical accuracy, imported into the forest 
habitat of Seneca or Mohican the magnificent buL m that environ¬ 
ment auite impossible feather headdress of the Sioux or the Nez 
Perce'. VuTalo Bill, from a scout became a circus turn. Dea.woc^ 

was carried all over Europe to born 

last veterans of the old circus West weie dying, the movies v 

to make the American Sherwood Forest part of the wo g 

legends. f ( , Mt western movement should 

no! blln'd one of the most decisive 

campaigns in world history: won in nearly three hundn * y“ rs o f 

ceaseless battle. And the unity of the 8 rea '- V A,' LI, foI 
fantastically rich mass ot North An.enca ha ® imp0 . 

teni federal government of 1861 had stood one of the most deqiera^ 

ordeals by battle that modern history has seen. - ? . 

SStaUoVs that seemed incapable of minimum , mmrrnum 

efficiency, that political system "'^h .? nation conceived 

in liberty and dedicated to the preposnton that^all m . ^ 

can long endure. It did endure anu me ^ 

o,-eat battle, with their bitter sense of defeat and then 

sense of exploitation and betrayal by the victors a e ’ 

accepted „i! judgment of arms. 1, was ^ 

Bt0 perpetM. However bitterly the ex-Ptesident of the Contederate 
Stales of America may have fell, none ol^ ° ion ” promised 

ZX die struggling and straggling!^ 

states when the greatest ot European states " as CI l lL * . et 
evde of revolution from which neither France nor Europe has yet 

emerged. The United States have stayed united; the American p p 
has been made. 
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I n the course of conquering America and so making Americans, 
habits were adopted out of urgent necessity which may have 
survived that necessity. There was, for example, the need for 
overstatement. To get settlers to move to America it was necessary 
to paint “America the golden” in very golden colours indeed. Very 
skilled hands undertook this necessary task; good prose writers like 
Richard Hakluyt; good or goodish poets like Michael Drayton; 
good story-tellers of the “when I was in Transylvania” school like 
Captain John Smith. 

And once the voyage was made, the hazard of new fortunes under¬ 
taken, pride, exultation at one’s own daring, recurrent optimism as 
new dreams replaced the old, led to the constant “sale” of America 
to the old world. For the genuinely adventurous type, for the man 
and woman whom nature had made ready for America, the exulta¬ 
tion and pride w r ere genuine. Those who did not share in this pride 
and exultation were probably ill-adapted anyway; they died or 
returned home or kept quiet. They had better, for from the begin¬ 
ning, the settlers had no use for “knockers,” for anybody who 

committed the crime of what was to be described in a later age as 
“selling America short.” 

The pioneer American had a real economic as well as emotional 
interest in growth, in encouraging the booster spirit. If he wanted 
to stay in the new settlement which he had chosen, he had an interest 
in other people staying too. Only so could the profitable rise in 
values which he counted on be realized. Only so could money be 
borrowed on the future prosperity of the settlement. If the town 
refused to grow, if it, in fact, was written off as a failure and aban¬ 
doned by any serious number of its residents, it was not only the 
anticipated gains that were lost, but real losses were suffered, especi¬ 
ally. after the Supreme Court put the federal government’s power 
behind the claims of the buyers of municipal and county securities. 
It mattered little or nothing whether the loans had been prudently 
or even legally contracted, the Supreme Court, over the protests of 
that great Iowa jurist, Mr. Justice Miller, insisted bn collection from 
the remaining inhabitants. And while the ingenious borrowers 
might be enjoying their capital gains in the interesting little town of 
Los Angeles, the less foresighted inhabitants of a town or county 
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„„ lhe nn i r ; e were forced to pay or be sold up. They were in the 
nos ion of a Russian village community under the Tsar from which 
Ste rf heed serfs had van,shed, refusing to pay them snare of 
fhi , Emotion price. Pessimism m such a v-orld \.as t.^ason. 
And'a slo .«as tins boom spirit was flourishing, treason rt remained 
Thus'as lhe Honda land boom was collapsing, many communities 

made del-rate, indeed magical efforts to persuade themselves and 

HK^o.io uu ^ settlement m the United States, 

fonmlw buried as an embodiment of that treasonable pessimism 
•‘J Fuller Gloom," with a funeral ceremony conducted according 

ihe riles of the Chamber of Commerce. 

Rm nvmic notwithstanding land booms always burst. 

but magic noiwmu ftv veari that have not 

have been few American cities in *•* that have not 

s orx s? ss;Ss:r$s 

ST—the pe ? d of hiding on.might 

be fatal. The first specuUtmhas^o^ta^he^ ^ ^ 

d mer nh"Ihe r wnngtr' How profitable has been the job of receiver! 
the Officer appomttd by a comp - ^ ^ concenls alik e, 

U S^W^y- Ameto" 

r.-sfit 

management can aitord tc P ^ .. \ commuter’s, not a 

worry about the , lKva „, been among Americans, 

stockholder s vimv bu c l-‘ ^ jf a philosophical accep- 

;"a C „“e oftlm fact !ha, somebody must hold the bag for the great 

economic improvements ot modtt n Amenca. the 

The American farmer is perhaps tatUu less pimosopu 
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urban investor. He thinks he has a right to expect not a good living 
or a good cash income but a permanent and certain increase in the 
selling value of his land. It is this expectation tiiat makes him hold 
on through drought and storm, flood and tornado. On this expecta¬ 
tion he borrows money and, as a permanent borrower, he has no 
fear of inflation; like the small boy in the story, far front being 
troubled by the thought he simply loves it. He knows, in a general, 
intellectual way, that somebody will have to be the last buyer, but 
he hopes and trusts that he won't be. He will be living oft' the 
profits, perhaps invested in new lands, perhaps taken out in mort¬ 
gages or in a rent that takes full account of the presumed value ol 
the land, tuture as well as present. And the American absentee 
owner is not necessarily somebody like the late Lord Clanricarde, 
celebrated miser, tvrant and last chief of the elder line of the Burkes, 
but a mild, modest ex-farmer living in decent comfort in the neigh¬ 
bourhood ol Los Angeles, raising the moral tone of the neighbour¬ 
hood and swelling the crowds at Iowa picnics. He may be simply a 
resident in a small Iowa town, able to afford a trip to St. Petersburg 
to pitch horseshoes in the winter sun of Florida. Or he may be like 
the Vermont farmer who, when asked by a scornful Mid-western 
visitor what crops were raised on those stony hills, replied, “The 
chief crop is those good five per cent Iowa mortgages we hold.” 

The web of speculation, of optimism, of boosting is cast over all 
the nation. 


But, of course, there was a real interest in persuading people to 
stay. The local canker made his money by backing rising values; 
he lost if they 'all fell. The local doctor who, like John Hay’s father’ 
chose the wrong town to settle in, paid for it in a life ol comparative 
shallows and miseries. Hence the importance of prophetic statistics. 

Albuquerque 40,000 by 1930”; “Hamlet is a fine town, population 

800.” I don’t think Albuquerque made it by 1930 and I suspect that 

Hamlet had slightly inflated its figures. But editors of encyclopedias 

and guide-books have got to accept the necessity of printing not 

only the federal census figures, but the local estimate; it is always 

larger; millions of Americans appear to sleep out of town on 
census day. 


One way of anchoring a settler is to get him married and settled 
down to raising a family. Hence the emphasis on good schools; 
lavish expenditure on school buildings is not necessarily a totally 
disinterested tribute to education; it is a bribe to wandering parents, 
ut of course it would not be a bribe to parents who had not the 
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This conception of growth as everybody’s business, everybody’s 
interest, is deep-rooted in the American national psychology. The 
bulky real-estate supplements of the Sunday papers are no doubt 
largely kept going as an advertising revenue producer, but they would 
produce no advertising and no revenue if no one read them. The 
Englishman, hidden behind his hedge or wall, is not interested in his 
neighbour’s house and the idea of wanting to read about houses 
bought, sold or built by total strangers is not even funny; it is 
merely absurd. But to an American, it is not only important, it is 
comforting, it is gratifying to know that other people are improving 
your home town; even people who have no personal economic 
stake in the rise of real estate values feel the same kind of interest 


that makes a motherly woman smile with genuine amiability on the 
children of total strangers. The very linguistic difference between 
“house” and “home” is significant. All Americans who live in 
houses, not apartments, live in homes; the Englishman lives in his 
home, but all his neighbours live in houses or flats. 

The interest of the American in community growth is not confined 
to homes. He is far more aware of the size and importance of public 
and business buildings than anybody in England is. To the inhabi¬ 
tants of Minneapolis, the Foshay Tower was a symbol of grow th 
of maturity that did not lose its value w'hen the too enterprising 
entrepreneur went to jail. But in London, people do not long notice 
what new buildings have gone up and, after a month or two, find it 
hard to remember what stood on the site cleared by a German bomb. 
The idle, the curious are no more numerous in America than else¬ 


where, but those gazers on men at work on a new building whom the 
Americans call sidew'alk superintendents” are a more rcpresentati\e 
class of citizen than their English fellows. When John D. Rocke¬ 
feller, Jr. built a covered-in observation post for the comfort of these 
spectators during the winter when Rockefeller Center was being 
built, he was not only acting with genuine American hospitality, he 
was recognizing a genuine and generous American interest’ in 
building as such. It is not at all unlikely that among the spectators 
who watched with approving interest the new buildings which were 
rising with a speed that, by our standards, was really not very much 
slower than the speed with which Aladdin built his palace for the 
princess, were stockholders in the Empire State Building. And 
they had nothing but a truly American tradition to encourage them 

o c eer t e progress of a rival monument to the passion for the 
bigger and better—at any rate bigger. 
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This conception of growth as everybody's business, everybody’s 
interest, is deep-rooted in the American national psychology. The 
bulky real-estate supplements of the Sunday papers are no doubt 
largely kept going as an advertising revenue producer, but they would 
produce no advertising and no revenue if no one read them. The 
Englishman, hidden behind his hedge or wall, is not inteiestcd in his 
neighbour’s house and the idea of wanting to read about houses 
bought, sold or built by total strangers is not even funny; it is 
merely absurd. But to an American, it is not only important, it is 
comforting, it is gratifying io know tnat other people arc improving 
your home town; even people who have no personal economic 
stake in the rise 01 reai estate values leel the same kind ot interest 
that roaKes a motherly woman smile with genuine amiability on the 
children of total strangers, the very linguistic difference between 
house and home is significant. All Americans who live in 
houses, not apartments, live in homes; the Englishman lives in his 
home, but all his neighbours live in houses or flats. 

The interest of the American in community grow th is not confined 
to homes. He is far more aware of the size and importance of public 
and business buildings than anybody in England is. To the inhabi¬ 
tants of Minneapolis, the Fosflay Tower was a symbol of growth 
of maturity that aid not lose its value when the too enterprising 
entrepreneur went to jail. But in London, people do not long notice 
what new buildings have gone up and, after a month or two, find it 
hard to remember what stood on the site cleared by a German bomb. 
The idle, the curious are no more numerous in America than else¬ 
where, but those gazers on men at work on a new building whom the 
Americans call sidewalk superintendents ” are a more representative 
class of citizen than their English fellow's. When John D. Rocke¬ 
feller, Jr. built a covered-in observation post for the comfort of these 
spectators during the winter when Rockefeller Center was being 
uiit, he was not only acting with genuine American hospitality he 
was recognizing a genuine and generous American interest in 
ui ing as such. It is not at all unlikely that among the spectators 
who watched with approving interest the new buildings which were 
rising with a speed that, by our standards, was really not very much 
slower than the speed with which Aladdin built his palace for the 
princess, were stockholders in the Empire State Building. And 
hey had nothing but a truly American tradition to encourage them 

to cheer the progress of a rival monument to the passion for the 
bigger and better—at any rate bigger. 


£ 
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Tn moiverine conditions, personal credit, credit for courage, for 

A pioncc'..!? commiimo J ; e „ as V, he locality. When 

conditions "we:re a little belter, a little move settled, credit m 'be 

ordinary sense became p - ■ position of the village 

village banket in ^ r '“ ^‘d W alk out on him; they fere 

nM anchored' 7o the spot bv tradition, by hereditary investment m 

except America. Indeed in belaud f he chief business 

lending money to pay; ^ res ‘ “s Vmntual assessment of need 

and greed. But on the other hand, the sWagc Da ^ ^ 
European village moneyleaving his 

£X ^ to ■ "c'^itol uhile he sougM fresh woods and 
debtors lcyt ) 1 mone ylendinc and borrowing was more 

: SS 

cidren of London or Jinarc^o Wa1^me Wen are 

S o, 0 a' ftfafik“ow taw” b)°the facts, but they fit the national 

tradition ot classing bankc s " hm ons were highly popular 

as long as they shared or were believed » be *anng h ^ 

But one result of this necessity lor tmda^ame o the 

of credit, is that publicity mus account or a series 

most American women do want) to ‘ husband’s credit rating 
of charge accounts, you must submit you . <■ . ‘' . tbe 

to prolbssional and competent investigation. ^ sdomtlmt 

bids a husband keep *he »™»»»« ol ^ trvi „g ,o 

otlier specimens of art tor show s sake. 4 orivaev would be 

offensive to public opinion and would be a luxmy that only y 
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large independent income could support. What 1 have been told 
of life in official circles in India, that the oublic knowledge of the 

J. 

incomes of all the nice people cuts out certain kinds of ostentatious 
expenditure, applies to many American communities too. They all 
try to keep up with the Joneses, but they are local Jonc.'.es, with 
accounts at local banks and stores. The attempt to keep up with 
remote Joneses, to ape the manners and expenditure of remote social 
circles and the refusal to admit that there is in that community any¬ 
body with whom it is really possible to associate on terms of equality, 
that is more common in Strealham than in Bronxville. American 
life imposes respect for the human interest of the community in your 
private affairs; a refusal to conform at that level is, in fact, a vote 
of censure on the community which it has no intention of sub¬ 
mitting to. You can defy it, but at the cost of being laughed at, not 
admired and possibly at the cost of having the local bank wonder 
if anybody so high-hat can be a good risk. " 

It has to be admitted that this national spirit was often hard on 

dissenters, dissenters, that is, from the religion of economic and 

political optimism. A pioneer community could afford to house 

very hard citizens; it often benefited by the energies of persons who, 

to use modern terms, cut their ethical corners rather fine.” Courage, 

enterprise, ingenuity, these were qualities from which everybody 

benefited or nearly everybody. So in many ways, the frontier 

settlement was very tolerant. But it was not tolerant of the man 

whose arrogance oi pride or morbid pessimism made him a nuisance 

in a society where all had to hang together if they were not to starve 

or be scalped separately. Pennsylvania could afford some Quakers 

but not too many in a great crisis like the “French and Indian War”; 

the Revolutionary party in 1776 could not afford to be tolerant of 

too many Toiies (i.e. Loyalists) since it was by no means certain how 

tie majority would react to a strong lead. It was necessary there- 

fore, by legal or illegal violence, to give them a strong le^d-and 
on one side only, 

Religious dissent was more tolerable as long as it did not involve 
dissent from the social creed of the growing nation, disbelief in 
economic prosperity, objection to military service, real belief in the 
imminent end of the world. And dissenters or even atheists or 
deists were often very energetic and valuable citizens, promoters 
and fighters. Indeed, it is possible that as things settled down as 
communities acquired more coherence, the role of the religious or 
political dissenter got harder, since his other qualities became less 
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necessary. But there NwEngland or the 

‘ ™ dronkMd ' 3 ‘°™ 

a i u a t * * h e 'iszsrszs — 

before defying the local folkways. The very ti ^ & c0UQtry where 

life made the dissenter mom r j au eur, nobody need care what that 
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necessary. But there remained legitimate grounds of dissent. After 
the Civil War any well-established village in New England or the 
northern Middle West could afford a town drunkard, a town atheist 
and a few Democrats. 


But a habit grew’ up in w hich it was necessary to call on some 
courage and, perhaps, on some independent economic resources 
before defying the local folkways. The very friendliness of American 
life made the dissenter more conspicuous. In a country where 
minding your own business is de rigueur, nobody need care what that 
business is. But in a country where all life is or should be lived 
pretty publicly, there is more intolerance of an individual eccen¬ 
tricity which is being continually thrust under the eyes of your 
neighbours. The high degree of social integration of a small Ameri¬ 
can city ( above a certain income level) plays its part, too. The tragedy 
of Mr. John O'Hara's Appointment in Samarra involves more than 
the weakness of the hero; it involves a life made intolerable if the 
country club and the local business community are mobilized against 
you. The highly individual character is a misfit in a community 
in any country, whether his weakness is genius or madness. If he has 
a private income like Cezanne, he may pursue his vision unmolested. 
But what Cezanne called “les grappins” are more tenaciously 
extended in America than elsewhere; they put out their tentacles 
more determinedly and a persistent evasion of their embraces is more 
offensive than it would be in a French or English town with no 
common social life anyw’ay. There is truth in the picture of the 
Faust-hke professor in the film On the Avenue: 


He attracted some attention 
When he found the fourth dimension. 

But he ain’t got rhythm. 

No one's with him. 

He's the lonesomest man in town. 


And since the common interest of the community is still assumed 

to be economic growth, attained by the American way, the 

dissenter from the end, or the means, is especially open to suspicion. 

But 1929 wrought a great change, probably a permanent one. e 

sponsors of the old programmes have not quite the same confident 

ring in their voices; too many things have been tried and failed; 
® •• ’ nj « term more lacking m 


the American way —-- — -- . r iq^q xvUm 

precision than it seemed in the presidential election o ^ _ 

the problem of poverty w ? as solved and w hen the good citizens s o 
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I t was not surprising that the Americans, at the end of their long 
march from ocean to ocean, should have too hastily assumed that 
they “had America licked.” But it was an error, all the same; the 
continent remained not so much hostile as capricious, the gorgeous 
West, pouring out wealth with lavish hand, often had more than a 
hand inside the glove. The settlers in the South and in the Mississippi 
’ alley had had to deal with diseases that, to northern Europeans, 
were very hard to manage. There w as yellow fever, coming in from 
the West Indies; there was pellagra; there was hookworm; there 
was malaria. Some of these diseases were manageable as modem 


medical technology developed; Gorgas and Manson and Pasteur 
and Ross made not only the Panama Canal a possibility, but made 
an easier and safer life possible in the continental United States. 
Pellagra is curable mainly by a rise in economic standards and, so 

in the 




far as that has come about, pellagra has been 
poverty-stricken decaying regions of the South, it is still a menace 
to white and black poor alike; and a disease that makes life dis¬ 
agreeable in Umbria has even less to make it tolerable in the derelict 
regions of Georgia. Malaria needs fighting by cleanliness, and that 
too. involves economic factors, for it is far harder for the poor to be 
clean than for the rich. Hookworm is highly debilitating, but you 
are much less likely to get it if you wear shoes and shoes cost 
money: there is nothing romantic about being a barefoot boy in the 
hookw orm belt. Improved water supply, improved medical services, 
even the rudiments of organized sanitation were necessary to turn 
the depressed and despised "mudsills” of the South, once denounced 
for their quite sensible habit of eating "dirt” (i.e earth) as a remedy 
for the deficiencies caused by hookworm, into healthy and energetic 
citizens. The work of the Rockefeller Foundation and of the state 
and federal governments did more for this Southern problem than 
cubic miles of Southern oratory—although some excellent oratory 
was devoted to getting the South to accept Northern aid. And among 
the many things w hich the New Deal set out to do for the South 
(where so many New Deal votes were cast and some New Dealers 
even got elected) was to subsidize the building of pnvies. When the 
federal government went into the same business as Lemuel Putt ot 

Sangamon County, that was new 

6 46 





48 


THE AMERICAN PROBLEM 


1 ° aa >' s makes the bndges and parapets that control the 
arroxos, promoted to being torrents, very necessary indeed And 

nf?hn- f, e , onl >' CaUfornia trouble. There is no equivalent 

Oie terrible hgntmng storms of the Middle West, but there are 

earthquakes. It is surely significant that it is still a little tactless to 

re ter (in San Francisco) to the earthquake of 1906. You should <av 

the Fire" tor that result of the natural catastrophe is less painfJl 

to remember. Fire is a manageable enemy of man and an old one. 

but when the foundations of the earth move, the most optimistic 

Cahtornian is reminded of the untameable nature of the American 
land. 


And at the other side of the continent, the rival paradise of Florida 
has had its bad shocks: in sudden frosts that kill the citrous crops; in 
devastating tornadoes that wreck the Miami waterfront as well as 
a second-class air raid could or sweep the sea over such bold works 
of man as the road across the Atlantic to Kev West. 

In the other parts of America, the savage possibilities of the climate 
are never forgotten. All Ohio remembers the great flood year of 
1913, whose impact on Columbus, Mr. Thurber has made familiar 
to English readers. From that disaster came an elaborate and 
expensive system of flood control in Columbus, in Dayton, in all 
central Ohio. But other river towns in other states have had their 
own and much more recent disasters. The Wabash does not, alas 
for the citizens of Indiana, alwavs stay within its banks, and when we 

v * 

get to the Mississippi, we are faced with the greatest engineering 
problem in the western world. Only the great rivers of China have 
as bad a record. The floods starting when the ice and snow melt, 
fifteen hundred miles away from the sub-tropical delta, present a 
problem every year. And the news that is flashed dow n the river 
has the urgency of an air-raid alert, for ten feet of extra water at 
Paducah may mean disaster if something is not done at once at 
Vicksburg. So men and boys, white and black, are called out to pile 
cotton bales and sandbags on the threatened levees; women and 
children get ready to flee from the rising wall of water being funnelled 
down the river. And somewhere the sides of the funnel give way 
and tens of thousands are made homeless, hundreds drowned, an 
economic catastrophe that would ruin a minor European state has 
to be coped with. 

Even in the long-settled East, the water is still restive. The 
Connecticut River, normally as placid as the Thames at Teddington, 
sometimes goes on the rampage, reminding the inhabitants of citie* 
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like Hartford that life and property are still insecure. Great storms 
drive the sea over the summer cottages of Block Island. And there 
was an historical appropriateness in the comment nature provided 
for the end of the tercentenary celebrations of Harvard. For on 
the last day the great “storm wind of the equinox"' that had been 
rushing up the coast from Florida struck Cambridge, Massachusetts, 
with a force unknown to Cambridge, England. It showed that the 
God of their Fathers was still, for the sons of the Puritans, an angrv 
God of storm and rain, like Him who had smitten the army of Sisera 
and had later toughened the New Englanders. 

Even when there are no catastrophes, there are constant climatic 
problems. The mere range of temperature is a problem. How do 
you plan your life in a place like Bismarck, North Dakota, where 
the range of temperatures in July has been between 32° and 108 ' 
and in January between 45 c below zero and 60 = above? What do 
you do, even in normally kindly New Orleans, where the January 
temperatures have ranged between 15° and 82° and the July tem¬ 
peratures between 35° and 102°? In Wyoming at the source of the 
Colorado, there is frost in every month of the year: over many 
states there is never any frost at all for decades at a time. But no 
part of the United States, not Texas, not Florida, not California, 
is free from frost that will, when by a freak it does come, kill lemons 
and oranges and avocados and break the hearts or strain the 
consciences of local boosters. 


It seems likely that only in this century did the Americans really 
adjust themselves to the climate—as tar as it is humanly possible 
to do so. Those who were ot British origin were especially handi¬ 
capped, coming as they did from an island where no one had been 
really comfortable in winter between the departure ot the Romans 
and the coming of the more exigent type of American tourist. It is 
worth noting that one of the most important inventions of the most 
representative of Americans, Franklin, was an efficient stove (another 
was the lightning conductor). But even to make houses reasonably 
airtight was a problem; the log cabin, whether or not it was of 
F amish origin, w as a solution better than any that English practice 

would suggest. The range of farm buddings! house, smbles, bain! 

all m line so that the farmer could pass front the kitchen to the horses 
and on to rite cattle without going into the bitter air, was another 
®ecessaiy adjustment and provided a fine range of buildings to be 
turned mto rumpus rooms, garages, etc., when New Yorkers took 
over the Connecticut countryside. With primitive central heating. 
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years ago. And the uniform of the American Army that went to 
France in 1917-1S included a stiff cloth collar that made the British 
officer’s uniform the envy of his semi-strangled comrades in arms. 

As for the women, to look at fashion magazines of 1900, to read 
in Middletown ot the clothes worn in Indiana in the summer a 
generation ago, e\en io recall the fuss made about the length of 
bathing-dress skirts and other problems of sartorial morals twenty 
years ago, is to be as struck with astonishment, as were the Greeks 
who learned from Herodotus that among the Lvdians it was 
thought shameful even for men to be seen naked. No one, least of all 
a woman, need be overclothed in an American summer to-day. 
Indeed, unless she is clever with the needle, or can afford custom- 
made clothes, an American woman resolved to wear at least half 
as much as her mother would be baffled in any department store 

_ - .. T_ * __ ori , i i-i * * « - - 
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however big. The South Sea islanders, put into “ Mother Hubbards 
by American missionaries and suffering discomfort, even death in 
consequence, have been thoroughly avenged. 

It is not only the American house that has at last been adapted 
to the American climate. American food has, too. 



Americans have always, by European standards, been abundantly 

fed, they have not until recently been well fed. One early difficulty 

of adjustment was that of diet; the average pioneer w anted the roast 

beef ot old England or its equivalent, and was not to be put off with 

such new-fangled dishes as turkeys, tomatoes, corn, etc. He did 

adjust himself fairly quickly, but only in the sense of adding American 

items to Euiopean, not ot balancing his diet or making it suit the 
climate and the work he had to do, 

Oi course some classes and some regions have been badly fed for 
economic reasons. “Hog and hominy,” the diet of the Confederate 
army, was bad, but any other diet would have been a novelty to 
Southern poor whites. Negroes were and often are badly fed from 
any point of view. But travellers and critical Americans alike long 
lamented the monotony of American food, the good food ruined 
in that enemy to the pursuit of happiness, the frying-pan; the 
saleratus bread w'hich was debited with the American sallow com¬ 
plexion and the melancholy view of life entertained by many Ameri¬ 
cans in middle age. Until modern storage methods came in, the 
severity of both winter and summer made variety in diet difficult. 
Ice, indeed, was an early American passion; in water, in coffee in 
juleps and other alcoholic concoctions. But it was ice cut and stored 
in a New England winter and shipped to South Carolina—and 
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-in a highly speculative voyage. For if most ol your cargo 
arrived safe, your fortune was made, while if your ship was be¬ 
calmed, all you had was extra water ballast of no market value. 
One of the minor hardships of the Southern gentry in the war 
between the States was the shortage of ice, no laughing matter in 
the mint julep country of tidewater Virginia. • 

With the coming of artificial ice, the worst w T as over and ice in 
summer was almost as necessary as coal in winter. European 
pioneers made refrigerator cars possible, to the profit of the meat- 
packers of Chicago and the fruit-growers of California and Florida. 
But American men still ate too much meat, ate it too often and did 
not offset it by adequate fruit, vegetables, etc. It is only in modem 
times, very modern times, that the American diet has become varied, 
light and suitable for the climate. The electric refrigerator is becom¬ 
ing a necessity; deep freezing promises new culinary resources and 
air conditioning promises a new climate—indoors at any rate. There 
is no visible sign of a way of avoiding that sensation of falling into a 
Turkish bath that comes from leaving an air-conditioned train or store 
or movie house on a very hot day. But it is still too early to relax. 
America has always managed to keep her children on their toes; 
she still manages to do so and the day is cot in sight in which science 
and business together can guarantee the climate and natural resources 

v w 

of California to the whole Union—or even to California. 









IV 


B y the end of the nineteenth century, the frontier era was over 
and the conquest and taming of the wilderness by American 
men and women entered into its modern phase of making 
rapid adjustments to a new way of life in which American men and 
women could take their ease in the Zion they had conquered and 
made to flow with milk and honey. It was certainly more ilowing 
than when the first scouts had reported. Though it took a long time 
to find it, there was gold in those mountains. And there was iron 
and coal and natural gas and copper and oil. Above all oil. The 
United States “struck oiT’ just under a century ago. From the 
earth came bursting out the unsuspected black gold, the simplest 
way of conferring treasure upon a prospector known to man. 
Wealth poured in on communities and individuals little better pre¬ 
pared than Osage Indians who were taken overnight from a thrifty 
life whose problem was to save, to a life where rational spending 
was the problem. It was no wonder that the extravagant spending 
of “Coal Oil Johnny” became traditional. And it was not only oil. 
There w'ere the gold magnates who exploited California; there were 
the even more splendiferous silver magnates of the Great Bonanza. 
It was more than the father of Evelyn Walsh McLean who struck it 
rich. Thousands did; in a sense the w'hole United States did. There 
was the Mesabi range in which you just scooped the iron out, like 
cheese. There w'as the mountain of copper in Butte, Montana, w hich 
made the fortunes of Sheridan, Kelly and Clark and became the 
basis of the Anaconda. Fantastic mansions on Fifth Avenue and 
Nob Hill reflected the sudden wealth of prospectors like Flood and 
Clark and the more prudent business men who sold to and bought 
from prospectors. It was over the exploitation of oil that the first 
great modern economic controversy was raised; the Standard Oil 
was the first trust; the Rockefeller fortune the first that really passed 
the dreams of European avarice. To monopolize the sources of such 
wealth w’as the key to power—and it meant denying to other w f ould- 
be exploiters their chance of a share in the loot, l^aced with these 
great corporations, the old common law, the old democratic machin- 
ery, seemed not even to belong to a horse-and-bussy ase. They were 

almost pre-wheel. w 

But with native capital pouring out of the soil, with the paying-off 
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of the High Plains inflicted as much hardship on the pioneer 
Scandina\ian settlers, espeeiaily on the women, as any previous 
movement had done. To survive a winter on the plains,*in a “sod 
house dug out ot the soil, called for the qualities of giants in the 
earth as much as surviving in a half-faced camp in Kentucky had 
done. But the revolution spiead tapidly. President f dwell ol the 
University of Minnesota died full ofenergv a month before the bull 
market broke in 1929. Yet he could well remember that his mother, 
in up-state New- ork, had set herself off from many of her neigh¬ 
bours by never using "sluts,” that is rag floating in fat and burning 
in a dish, die always used candles which she made herself, till the 
sperm -oil lamps came into use. The cothing of the mail order house 
with its ready-made clothes lessened the labour of the women and 
the sewing-machine did more. There is less of a jump from ordinary 
bakei s bread to modem bread, wrapped in cellophane and sliced, 

than there was from the heavy chore of home baking to baker’s 
bread. ° 

The American kitchen was well on the way; the first primitive 
washing-machines; the first efficient ice-boxes; the telephone for 
public gossip on the party line; the new plumbing; sink?designed 
to break fewer backs; lighting designed to ruin fewer eyes; gas ovens 
then electric ovens lessened the strain of cooking. The can-opener 
became a standard article of equipment and the basis of jokes for 
hard-worked comedians. In time, indeed, an efficient can-opener 
reduced the last hazards of kitchen life. The day of the Hoover 
agent and the Fuller brush man was at hand. So too was the day 
o eisure. fhe pioneer American feminists had to be Mrs. Jellybvs 
or spinsters. It was impossible both to set the world to rights and 
keep house with the old equipment. But by 1900, the American 
woman had been liberated (apart from the great majority who were 
armers wives or wives of manual workers) from the worst servitudes 

or h v LTp W m h TVl ny T y pUb!ic cam P ai § n about it, birth-control, 
h ’ \ Resident Theodore Roosevelt called “race suicide,” had 
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' c ,. )linc|l ever the duty of the husband to be a “good provider” 

Md. as rcal'tomcs rose, M t*e» tax** *»•* “ ecesslt,es 
'i m11 v if the children needed them. 

X' lon !/ as the American land was not completely settled, he 

a) aments "of civilized order not yet imposed on the frontiei, the 
»it American passion for dealing in futures was spent on 
PL nnheuc broodiim on material expansion and on prodigious efforts 
SmknX th^ Prophecies come true, or prove underestimates of 
u-h'U couK 1 be done. But with the closing of the irontier, the dis 
1 . . f j rmure took a more human form; it was the pro- 

COl ion'ofX world which sltould be easier for the next generation 
nth nie the ambition of the American man and woman. And 
rii’ciosinw of the frontier, psychologically if not materially mean 
. clos jno-in of the horizons, since it w as no longer possible to dismiss 
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more coddled as they became scarcer, a phenomenon not con ne 
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" aS l' hXvfmin Chii/zlew it s boarding-house with children. A 

couple in Mai m e in. -- west Point during the Civil 

CITcnd it ^ a corps commander. But in modern America, 



there i s far more reluctance to admit that real maturity has come 
han there was even forty years ago. The excessiv e lenmh of Ameri¬ 
can piofessjonal education which keeps a voiinst doctor or lawyer 
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meaning from Ihe day, when the "bovs in (lie hack room" meant 

mr a epUb J ,Can pi ;' lf, ’ rm of l “ 40 "-'i not i!l-dc„'.'ned-a„ d proTblv 

are still suBc.mg from the ,11 ellccts of (lie lad World War- a ,™ 

^•nSihr.;; r--- 

Of our economic system, in adding ,o d it io"s rfhmTlTtl 
irreparable dmu.ee ,o ,he Ml, „f 0 t S " 

* 


If 


The adoption of the woman's thrifty view of hum™ life « 
pared with the extrivsoanf ,v,n v J 01 numan ,lte * as com- 

among many that American socle,v was , ■ Slgn 

condition in which no rmn„ , i ' „‘ S ' r ' liom lls frontier 

bad to be goeerned ’by^cZe stand ofo 7™ ***'"*' life 

odd to remember, American u" „tin w 4e V X a ," Mu( 3' a «°- il is 

open politics as they were in England h a t'l’^'p 3 ' excluded ,l0 “' 

generally accepted in American life denied them th^'li 1 s,andards 
rate, unofficial influence that snm- p ^ em { he illicit or, at any 

cannot think of any woman nlTv n ^ n gl^h women exercised. I 

politics before Peggy O’Neil induced PmsS[ JacVson to A h' neriCan 
her pre-maritai chastity and thus forced 7 !° c bampton 

Praident and those members of his cabfeet w hoT'd l '' een the 

to .he pX t’ZZrzr dec °r-* u 

became heir-apparent to the presidency^ Bm" Wh ° thus 

comparatively little place for women desnlrr dl , S ° C,ely had 

epngbtly Do Uy Madison, Men preferrJto SiT. 
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leave Hie women to themselves—a ° t0rs from the 

Mrs. Trollope, Miss Marnneau »nd «he, »>e ^ mighl 
.he,, more advanced country of .hgand r.,. , f ^. 

th* U» riftoof ~M» 

anti-slavery, spintiu| ; n., soLm ic£ that> for two cen- 

testihcd lo tnc P ; of New England. And only 

tunes had reslnnncu t.vu d^J ^ say to the authoress of 

2C cWn : ** So you are the little woman that caused this 

great war.” fln „ /w i raoidlv. Little Women 

When the tide began to ^ and Luc y 

and the Battle ll ) im L '■ / n0 lo ’ se r silent. Even the business 

Stone :the American Nroman , . ^ form of the Claflm 

woman began to ‘‘PP^ J “ f hc classical American miser, Hetty 
sisters and tr.cn in tlv, torm 01 -nre-Civil War period, 

Green. And if the bad found a place for women. 

like Mormomsm and Perfect orisinal development of 

it was in the post-wai peno n j - Dv Mary Baker Eddy. 

American religious optmusm was wome n for so many genera- 
The law which nad pressed ha ) Marriage continued to be 

tions, now began to press hai y ‘ , u tl blanks to women. 

Divorce became^ easie, and , mA Moun , Holyoke, were 

effective women s e g<- . 1 State un iversities began to 

founded or developed om of j ^ weslem states gave them the 

admit women on equal turn. » or0 nhet” of The Bostonians 

vote. The woman doctor and the girl prophet 

were both typical products oi , America, to make 

And the American ^ a " d 

,t less dirty. less u ’ ere taken in hand first; the farmer’s wife had, 

as yet, not enough leisure to rc , J by the American 

In example of the conquest ° *^me, can^.o J of 

woman was the snc«ssful J armarking 0 f an area of 

organized prostituuon, , • ^ fllms have now given 

a city as a red light si • . . sexua \ problem than was 

us a kindlier view o 1 1;s so u t _ entrepreneuses of the 

brothels, the madams of the• P '5 u as the i r hair, 

learn, ladies under the skin, their hearts b 
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This was doubtfully true in some cases, and even if it was true in a 
majority of cases, the whole attitude involved in this solution was 
an affirmation oi that exclusion ot .American women from the whole 
of life against which they {ought. The brothel, like the saloon, was 
a challenge to the American woman's passion for reducing masculine 
disorder and moral anarchy to reasonable limits (reasonable bv 
female standards). Men were trying to have it both wavs; to 
demand from “good*’ women rigorous standards of ignorant 
decorum and in addition to have licence for themselves. The Ameri- 
can woman who had played—and v.ho knew she had nlaved—so 
great a part m creating American society and who pronosed’to nhv 
an even greater part in moulding it ,0, not dispLd u> lie dS 
under this threat, this insult. And, in practice, long before women 
got the vote, it was politically already very risky to cater too openlv 
o the brotnel interests, whatever lesser breaches of political decency 
i e selling traction franchises might be pardoned to the political 

ESr* U was ot! \ erwise respectable, e.g. Republican in the 
North, Democratic in the South. 

Campaigns against organized vice were repeated over and over 

& vverc ra ‘ xe ^ U P Ult * 1 iriere campaigns against indecent 
books and pictures. But the opinion is hazarded here that American 

women did not really worry much about banning books or pictures ■ 

Morn ” fc v i,eni cold ' The broi * d a » d » poS 

tie-up and even more the cynical and, from a feminist point of 
view contemptuous arguments with which the existence of such an 
msti upon was defended or palliated, made a test case. When the 
great department store, Macy s, moved uptown and built its vast 

York the ° n I 16 * Slte ° f SOme of the most fajll r>us brothels in New 

the old system survives to-day, even in a disguised form Few are 
tiMn^Wt 10 Wh R h °? en street ' walkin g is as much a national institu¬ 
such «that whih houttcit Lo 7 p , 

no, merely are these a, least formally secret. S 2 r ^ols vte 

and sometimes to male virtue, but in all these illicit arLgemen s 
. r f 1S no elemeat of undisguised official toleration and there is nn 

America ' as in 

p over for the time being anyway. The war between the 
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sexes is now fought on the .eve., even if i. is a low .eve. by nine- 

teentU-eentury standards. American woman was prohibition. 

I, is true that many Amcncan by 9 V ^ ^ 

cated enough to h e a - —- Mrs. Parker's) that “the 

than statistical tiuth m Uie J ul hl e to save the old-fashioned 

American woman got the W ^“ t00ns , however o.d- 
saloon." It IS true tu l. »mb.^ J ^ iQ liable to 

be treated with me scorn "htch so axe beeajo , them 

a. Pomreii and Nap os reeen^ I al^tempt ^ ^ 

from the more watioas .ettes > cc „ CT alion ago. two generations 

whatever may be the .as a - • ‘ = w , 12ed w n r on drink. It was 
ago. the Amcncan woman <s ■ • - fc security . The bottle 

the great enemy ot het so u.i y , , for her husband s 

ratter than the blonde was me nva he had to ka childrett . 

income and for his o.ten. ,s ec u n an ^ ^ ^ 
Strong drink was abundant and teap.^ ^ whUky 

nineteenth-century lmportai o primitive frontier and 

whisky was only one ol numerous t'PP -' ™ re ^^ rum and 

and apple jack. rt«wka ^ nntaxed and fan- 

Bourbon and rye ulu kr- ^ d on them; great men like 

Daniel Webster lived on thenu mme o, Jes, ^^ J- u in 
not debarred trom thui cnj<- > x. - n Nort h America often 

the curious combinations ocimuci fum t0 ke ep out the 

produced catastrophic .cults sutnmer heat; these were 

winter cold; mint julep, to ® 1 

drastic solutions tor a senou._ c i ^ ^ of waste. Not only was 
Drink w as an occasion o . 1 ^ for Nveek 0 r two’s hard 

it customary for news}xtpc...wn t d mment store buyers 

drinking, but even such digniuj ■ ] ^ tailed to come back. 

who went out to lunch XN ‘ V. u ,n the alcoholic arms of the tele- 
Mr. Saroyan’s hero who held up ‘ m (oxvn and village and 

graphist had h.s colleague in c\c> res ident Johnson and 

for liquor, was the subject d ^ ^ ^ the white House 

And it is perhaps stgm wai ; regime was when Grants 

had to undergo the rigours ot a dty regime 
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successor, Rutherford B. Hayes, announced that since neither he nor 
rs. Hayes had approved of serving iitjuv»r in Columbus Ohio 

2l^^ry n “ < avfr ,Ci ': D.C Alter that,' 

in the White House. No subLuca'i P^u",,m. „, "” P ^ ne 
of the liquor question as President lines hut a I,,, '" ue 

“f zsr in 

Americans warmly approved of the Haves SC Mure-,n,l rh o 

number increased. - c ana tnur 

r^fl he firS ! P/ ohlbition wuve ' "'hicli marked the period of ecstatic 
reform,ng before the Cnil War. ebbed. Only Maine, lirs, u> 4, dn' 

to e h,- Zr llS , S ' aU ';° '»«*-'• :mJ » peiinips j„ lunrane to 

hat he was ■ !?T >P '/ d >U " C llt " Waine had a repr« 

rheumaiLm.-- e,::*; T cnd i i v aj 

laws were openly defied If n-L "- ° f mt " a rc,orm ' Boston ’ the dry 
Boston hotels hat eh . °, the ! ‘ lor >' ™ns, m one of the besd 

dramatic pessimiH who^ked^wiiat ^ am-d 1° ® mc, °* 

St. Louis, wanted a drink “I t5»„.d “v "n ". ^ ^ 

montez au eielsaid thn r o ,K" • • " ■ ' s , d L Saint Louts, 

th TC W a S df vvell ‘ e 9 ui PP c d speakeefsy! nt,n ' ^ " K 1,001 Ub ° Ve Where 

toleration (ff proshiutioli'or ^ deliance took "« fo™ of 
defance .!* U l ™ T ^ 

Some studeTMd d a p e 4’ by “ COmmu " il 3' ns a whole, 
over its rivals on Ptmer So, 4 predominance of Seattle 

economic cen“e,^ Moorhead m” °. ne . 0,h '™ i « undistinguished 

of revenue to its role as a licensed Tiff ^ °" S °" etl a g00d deal 
ism St. Paul was frowned on bylts^ie'hVour "m ° f ! e8a '. Pu r rilan - 

had no y liKng 'the vWdTnn™ T m ° ralis f of Neeley Colorado 

San Francisco vvere lont? a ’T" ° f DenVer and tlK sins of 

CaUfornia and of a comb °r m ° urnful P ride to most of 

Angeles. But prohibition n f r '° n ° f COntem P £ and envy to Los 

was warmly advocated thT™’, prost, 1 lution * even of cigarettes 
tobacco users (i e snuffed ?, St V0Ca American women. All 

doubtful cha ac, ere tS•“ i m ° kers) were rc g ard o d as 

ers, and as for smok.ng by women, that was a proof 
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of complete social squalor, as it was among^the fe “ a J^ely sinful 

Of ,l,c southern Appa achiat« andtorK ^ or SQ that 

propensities. It is on > 1 1 b le to get away from subterfuges, 

cigarette manufacturers hau ^ my wa y” and 

fact that most young American women 

smokcUv^w here except the street ^ kd t0 direct 

The slackness ot male entoreem of Kansas , then of 

action. Carry'Nation b.ohe up , as far as Glasgow. And 
other states, tmally carrying ^ Volstead Act, the sale of 

bv the Eighteenth Amenu.a • d the United States, even 

beverasc alcohol was made H ^ Ther e is no need to go 

in sinful cities like Ncw .ork a .. anexper imentnoble 

into the sad history oi v I.-1 - -^_ ^ reY ealed. The old frontier 

in purpose. The hnnt^ circus act 

habits of shooting it out returned^ not in fun, on 

of holding up the Deu The authority of state an 

hundreds of new co:Kl0l " ' vi.m^rous, and regions and sections of 
federal governments was m. known the open use of alcohol m 

society which had real y 1 c • isy 0 f highly alcoholic remedies 

for aches and pains replaced by opu tnumph , imposed on 

shine. As prohibition uas y > %yomeiVs vo te, the failure of 

the experiment should ha\e been t >) Adam could be 

there here limits to the degree to t^th ^ ^ below 

expelled by noble purposes, ; vo ted by women and evan- 

the facade of mere voting. The la^,^ ^ other lega i in stru- 

Lnt, and few of them had an bel,t m he em ’ rtain ed by 

American by law-or any ^ that a C eneration ot boys 

and girls would grow up * not entirely foolish. No one 

would not want to drink, wa 1 - J s0 moral legislators in 

could hold such a view a v , b ad their work cut out or 

that field had always kn ; nvl ' ! ^ , ,^ r ch:m ce since uo generation 

them. But the experiment ncu . ? ^ , Uco holic temptation put m 

of American adolcscciUs had was news, daily, dramatic 

its way than during the years wn 

,KWS ' • -1 fsc mrallcl between the optimism that led to the 

There is a close paranci 
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of complete social squalor, as it was among the female pipe-smokers 
of the southern Appalachians and Ozarks, or of definitely si 
propensities. It is only within the last fifteen years or so 
cigarette manufacturers have been able to get away from subterfuges, 
such as making a pretty girl say ‘‘Blow the smoke my way and 
come out and face the tact that most young American women 

smoke—everywhere except in the street. 

The slackness of male enforcement of these taboos 
action. Carry' Nation broke up the saloons of 











other states, finally carrying her crusade as tar as 

bv the Eighteenth Amendment and the Volstead Act, the 

beverage alcohol was made illegal all over the United States, even 

in sinful cities like New' York and Chicago. There is no need to go 

into the sad history' of what Mr. Hoover called “an experiment noble 

in purpose.” The limits of mere law were rexealed. The old trentier 

habits of shooting it out returned to the east and the old circus act 

of holding up the Deadwood Coach was repeated, not in tun, on 

hundreds of new concrete highways. The authority of state and 

federal governments was made ludicrous, and regions and ^ t, ® ns of 

society which had reallv never known the open use of alcohol m 

modern times, saw the naive hypocrisy of higWy akoholtc 

for aches and pains replaced by openly sintui bathtub gin and 

shine As prohibition w as mainly a women s triumph, imposed 

the reluctant politicians by fear of the women s vote, the failure o 
ine reiuc F . , , ; highlv educational. It showed that 

there were limits to the degree to which the o,d Adam could oe 

evoeUed by noble purposesit revealed some of the reahues below 
' P ' r t _ + • __^ tttp laws voted bv \\ ornen 3.nd evsn 

the fa?ade o enforced bv policemen and other legal instru- 

ments and few of ^ad “y “tehet ^ en ,cna,ned by 

many intelligent Ihe^foTalcohol, 

and girls would grow up x , entirely foolish. No one 

would not want to drmk ;'' as p S ex'appetites so moral legislators in 
could hold such a view about sex appetites, ^ ^ out for 

that field had always knoxx fqir chance since no genera 

them. But the experiment neter go a i co bolic temptation put in 
of American adolescents had more real alcohohete p 

its way than during the years when booze was news, oa y. 
ne ^ere is a close parallel between the optim.sm that led to the 
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^ fi, e a merican version of the bull 

fteht. i" ‘f a ". k " C l-fdhion of processions, of demon- 

freelv used and the r .intiKun - <JL back to the frontier 

st rat ions, of massed f» 10 r tlo0 ^ r n ^^g a \ Campaign, provided sub- 

camp-meeting and tne tom. >- P p 0m p and circumstance 

of mimic war. So aid ^ J ^ militarism 

The combination c a p._ soldiers, is one of those apparent 

contradictions of American hie tlmtom..^ ^ ^ co Ueges, 

state universities toi ^ f f dera t Umd to subsidize educa- 

that is they were given la g. aaas t ^ ^ ^ the gra nts were 

tion in agriculture and ate ivi«-c - uainin „ was demanded too. 

made during the Civil \ ^ - > - > h ^ va . c J nquer ed, shrank to a 

The American Army, ome c . lin amateur police force; 

few thousands again: the nuhtia ' - remaincd a va „ ue obligation 
nevertheless, m.lnaiy training of * ncccss;Ar ii y very functional, 

of the state umvorMiics. - / { restaur ant, a few months 

1 myself have been servea " ^^> novie ush er uniforms plus 

done. The possibilities oU\l l- • f hiah . stcppin a and high-spmted 
provided by making \ f i collecemilitary band have not 

younu women) the Cmd va ute v ^ ^ me ncan social entics 

been neglected and one ol _iht n jost ^ training at Ohio 

has given us a highly plauM 1 c ar ”\Ve drilled with old 

State University during the laM ict . civU War even though 

Springfield rilles and studied t e tact ^ ^ ] ] oV;loclt eac h morning 

the World War was going on a lh . over the campus, moodily 

thousands ol treshmen usu. , - it was good training tor 

the kind of warfare that was s Some people used to 

nection with w hat ^ f^' b chind it M they 
think there was Ouman nu y as Ger man spies. 

so or they would have beui innocent militarism is provided 

A more apparently odd examp ^ (s pr0 p LU iag for the army, 

or with a strong army tradii on l U ‘ > aeadcmies for training 

are not to be coni usee "’ , \'^ 1 n Sl ; lutc or the Citadel at Charles- 
otViccrs like the Virginia MiltU > • tHamish Hamilton.) 

. j am cs Thurbcr, My UJ< ^ M P . U- 
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I ton. South Carolina. They are simply boarding schools organized 
on military lines. They may be described as English public s'chools, 
organized round the O.T.C. instead of the cricket eleven. The boys 
wear uniforms, uniforms a good deal more dashing than those of the 
American Army or even of the Marine Corps." School spirit is 
translated into military terms; the “buckle down, Woonsockie, 
buckle down” type of song is set for bugles. Military methods of 
: command are relied on to discipline the boy who is a handful at 
home and a certain amount of elementary military'' training is pro¬ 
vided. To see the Eton O.T.C. learning the manual of arms in what 
Americans call “cutaways” is to realize how much better they do 
j such things at Culver. But there is no real military indoctrination; 
no militarism, no prototype of the “leader schools” of the Third 
Reich, or even the slightly fevered atmosphere of the old United 
| Services College as seen by Kipling in the retrospect of Stalky and 

i Company. I don t know of a Quaker military school but I really 
; don’t see why there shouldn’t be one. 


There was some pacifist agitation against compulsory military 
training in colleges. Probably some parents decided agaimt sending 
their boys to military school because it was military. But both 
college and school military training were so obviously unmilitarist 
in spirit, that only the most morally sensitive really felt stron^lv 
^ about it. To worry about the militarization of young America was 
about as foolish as to worry about those colonel’s commissions that 
Governor Ruby Lafoon of Kentucky was showering on even- girl 

Z n Wh ?/? t Within haiUn S distance of the capitof at 
t . Neve [ did America more determinedly not raise its boys 

2Jj®, s ° ldl ® rs > than m the years before the coming of the most 
tcmble foreign war in American history. w 

miH^ e ri^ m w Can pe ° ple ’ h must be repeated, have always been anti- 

figE ^-mihtary. They have combined a rational 

° f European ° rigin ’ " Pleasure in the 

pomp and circumstance” of warlike parade is not that nf S 

NevertLlSs^Tu °' f nese ’ but * is genuine all the same, 

warlike ac tivi ty a^d aTiTde^ otf* “ ‘ he — side of 

equally vodfelom ziT^rE2& b ? tWeen 1919 and 1939, with an 
only in Britain and th* and a refusal (equalled 
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/ / T H L A M h K 1 v t\ ^ , ♦ 

^ .a.., Wns of good behaviour and might, 

n °d- b r of self-discipline and self-criticism that 

tS* come to seem almost prelerab.,^ ^ f 

££ ^c.M.;? ]o donhh 

genuine and very jo*, fabb ¥-'» ^ U '.c, that s0 much of the 
and in many ways adm rabUpd m i ^ , he pres „ge of 

world had now come to school t ^ no( # dis ,i n guished 

American ways ol hie was sc e , e world would have to 

frenchman. M. Andre S^«l. And few- were the 

™ ^ °““ dhi had m coramon 

was paeitism. . . , , re was . how ever, one factor of 

In the creation ol tins a ead almos t universal Amert- 

overwhclming imporumec. the P lt) , 4 . l8 had been a luxury 

can belief that intervention m tl • ^ utes bein g "played tor a 

and a foolish luxury at ha . N ■ been the victim of a 

sucker": no natron l.kcs to thmk hat^ ^ w c F , elds , all 
gang of international nf'r lira , m even break . American 

resolved not 10 sue the c ‘ f tc 0 f the victim of the con man. 

America, so the Amertcan 1 c 11 , h . Jilb 0 f swindling her 

by international crooks w > • u , "rolling a lush, 

appointed guardians no haJ made her so easy a 

victim of international prekpr ^ ^ 0l - lbc American campaign 

l or Ihc student ot tnat c , - j xvaY s rank as a master 

0 f propaganda against propagane. ; ‘ whom they denounced, 

;Uc. Compared with the agents ^ masl J commenttng 
the propagandists against P'>W ‘ l ikc ,heir British pre- 

°l ,7 ' <alcn« and more 

sincere, bringing not »« > ' , H1( do ing all this with a con- 

knowledge of the market to the J . ^ Rriton could not 

vic ,ion of moral superiority that loaders in this cam- 

tow excelled. II is po-h c «h» ^ . ( ^ unprolilable m 

!nok than one way to « ,1 ,'h«.nan react,on. especially 

Others were animated by tlu. 
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natural in the young, against believing all or much of what your 
pastors and masters have told you. /vnci lastly it \\;is to the interest 
of the Republican Party to discredit the policy of the Democratic 
administration. The w;u is a failure’ was the Democratic Party 
line invented to discredit Lincoln in 1864. "The war was a fra 
was the slogan of Republican Vallandighams in 1920 and later. 

But there was in American resentment a genuine moral element. 
The world had not been safe for democracy (Chesterton's reminder 
at the time that it could not be, that it was a dangerous trade, had 
been ignored). In many ways the world got worse w hile ihe United 
States got better and even when the smash of 1929 proved that (he 
American way of life could go backwards too it was natural to 
ante some exterior loree. Ail the nations which were victims of 
the war of 1914-18, victors and vanquished alike, naturally found 
com ort m blaming outsiders, with a good deal of justice for the 
outsiders „ w tameable. So a situation was created in America 
in which candid thought about the late war was made almost as 

deeply ^ ^ ^ ^ ° f ' tile countries that had suffered for more 

It is the comparatively slight statistical impact of the last war on 
America set in dramatic contrast to the psychological impact that 

hard f0 " h = <•<»*«■» to bejusffo the American Revulsion 

losses rn hfe were far less, both absolutely and in proportion to Z 
population, than American losses in the Civil Wat The American 
motor-car was a far more efficient killer of American youth than 

Sffe^Tmore S ca If 0 ' Z S * tOWns in En S Iand and Scotland 
sunered more fatal casualties than some American states. Yet the 

e ng of great waste and mere waste was genuine. These American 

boys need not have been killed at all. A boy killed by a soeedine 

promeand^buff deat f■’ , a 2°^ killed in the Ar S onne ™s killed by 
p opaganda, but for which he would have stayed at home J 

Again it must constantly be remembered that no nation had ever 

a *> for from home before this d 

hfme 1 , feTruetaVIffis ^ ° n ,he « reatesl KaI = 6r from 

H 1 ;°f, 9°" don in 1940, what the"French learned ir 

doorsten IfV h 15 matter f ° r re J oicin « t0 a war on your own 

on keep.“g The r " pe ° P ' e were 10 be “"gratulated 

pmg the nvei of destruction away from their door. But 
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68 f t reason that way. The remote- 

simple people in any country refus son s were going into 

ness of the battlefields, the ^ hou f t0 American fathers and 

exile as well as mto bab'^ ^^ V.ng so far from home was more 
mothers. The thought of mu dy g Jhe FreQC h sold er 

bitter than the thought of tmir m p y J^ comp laintwas, Its 

dying on the retreat irom . g „ expressed a universal and ancien 
a long way from Carcassonne, exp 

3ttltUd Dulcis moriens reminiscitur Argos. 

., r ,q,o onwards been obviously a great 
Even had the woild c - lhe American people might 

improvement on tne woi . ’ j q son1 e excessively rigorous 

have succumbed to the the theory that all this wa^ 

political bookkeeping, as >• . sure to be readily wel- 

s s Sts f 

interest. . . )i t j, asserted, once refused to 

*• plaster the fair face of truth wirt^ jn { ad 

Something of the same veheme P da !n t heir zeal for calm, 
tisina overcame the enemies p P ^ they were themselves. 

Stive, dismterested ^S ‘ he V of 

at times, betrayed .mo what Sociely it is no longer possible 

abused propagandists. In tl 1 k in lhe furnace of the wa 

fn fuse the waywardness oi mo thousands and even 

“iU and hope. A new ~Su™ “ The “T r 

hammer and anvil of social ^ ' pplSthe dance. War dances 

take the place of drill, P”* 1 ! Q] ' tde modem earth; war P^°P a 

ganda breathes and fumes of a jitterbug 

Tession, but for all its corinth.au exubera f 0 r it suggests to 

able piece of can only work one way, 

the impressionable reader P P b fn fhe World War 

Wirolcl D Lowell, Propaganda '' * w the War, P- a 
cfoKTakS’R Mock and Cedric U.son, »«.* 
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in the direction of action and of undeniable action. Whether 
desirable action could be stimulated, or whether deniable action 
was above the need of stmuilaiion. or u hether ii»i« «n, tlve adoption 
of a generally sceptically inui.ihic-nt attitude was a rood thin*’ or a 
preservative against obviously bad things, these were questions that 
the average forward-looking writer did not put and if they w ere put 

er or hear answered. 

The American people had. of course, many other reasons for 
scepticism. There was a considerable waste of simple faith and trust 
in the advertising world, not so much because the standard of adver- 
hsing veracity went down (it went up), but because the seriousness 
with which advertising was treated led to a general customer’s 

jV . 1 1 , e ' ve got to show me”—and the customer, asked to 

think hard or dangerous or unpleasant thoughts, naturally asked to 

be excused^ All the heart-warming epithets left over and still usable 

ne„ tlT ^ Cd ^ t,ldr eXCCSS!VC ""Payment in football 

pep talks. The naive student whose “I'd die for dear old Rutgers” 
got an easy laugh was followed by the cynical student whose unwil- 

soEccio 6 ie Th m u aCt f ° r any cause v ' as takcn as a I^oof of 

fke «J dmi ^ gener f l,s sentimenls all. Ill-understood words 
hke semantics ’ were bandied about and never was a operation 

so much under the influence of rhetoric, of mere words as that 

f Mra,i0 1 thai Fided itself on standing clear- 
eyed and cold, on a mountain top from which it could look down 

e gullible generations of the near and distant past Ymina 

young were noexceDt 01 ^ ^ P 00r =>»d die American 

fashion of thZ XCeptlon ’ But sin ce the young hate being out of the 

only tolerable 1 wear 1 de / ! er J ni ” ed hardboiledness became the 
hair and br^el ’ “* ° f lde ° to * i “ l ec ! u ' va,e nt of crew-cu, 

The arguments advanced by the enemies of the poliev of the 

not merely convenient, they vere ol insihl^ a fncnds -' vere 
in 1917 had heen ..j p i, | e, American intervention 

a oeen lepresented in two liehts neither r 

adequate candle-power to make the whole pict'ure de ,r Tn - 
had been broken ths, ,t T"- beh f our ">adc by the Germans 

“an^L'lt^hfd'r £eCn ° n ‘ lha ‘ ^ S 

lawful occasions. That view "y”' IMvafti 
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powerful stimulant to emotional °flutist as the 

of national dignity and |! ono ^ " fl a5 0 waS P only the occasion, not the 

firing on Fort Sumter and on ^f Gcrman subnia rine campaign. 

cause ot the Civil Vvai, 1 r>rman Government intended not 
By the use of blockade but the destruction of 

British military power y * ‘ l hPon { hat this was the best and 

cheapest way to win Jhe^wn ^ of what ever 

"'as deliberate!) mauc . V y importan t, an acceptance of 

this policy involved a ’ ‘ f tbis policy involved, would 

whatever the results ot the sueee» ot tn P jr 

have saved the United SlaUs 'ron ^ blic j 5ts? to students of 
This was evident to acute ? the ^ 0 f a German 

public policy. SonK ; ' ve s 0 " e beheved' ‘that there was no real risk 
victory, some were not. Sc b ^ United states could get 

Of such a Victory anyvvay, c ^ ^ land -power were united, 

along in a world m wh e . j P wou i d be and expensive as 

li ^ S "m^orSe’s^ Ki^Rance was exce^ive. 

It does not always pay to _ * V f imnnm ity, their eyes 

But the American people, used to tne ^ ill-informed as to 

turned inward by centuries o s scept i ca l a s to the risks for the 
the issues of power involved . . h J wcc 0 f power, could not be 
United States of any shi m Qne Yankee could lick 

moved to action by any such advanced about navies 

any ten foreigners, lb . B 1914 the only naval 

where pltant, » no ^ubsmutc tor ^ Bnt , h N?y 

power m a position c A me ncan, but as a writer in Atinwy s 
AA«r,-/uc put it. the mb er of but.tehips and 

more than compensate ioi Utc micuc 

the complete absence ot battle eu ; ^ action by an emotional 

The American people had ^ - thc merc insult to the 

cry and probably it was stn lC '. f { emotional temper required 

knot of wilful men” in (he fcnn’n^^V majority of the 

arming ships T" P ,to tae'with President Wilson, but they would 
American people as they w 
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have been more numerous and less wilful if they had been onposin- 
the sending overseas of an American Expeditionary Force. 

It was not merely the power issue or even the'issue of national 
dignity that provided the driving force. It was the u rowing American 
conviction that there was a danger to the American way of life in the 
tnumph ol a government like that ok imperial Germane- The 
Amencan people had become more and more convinced that there 
was tar more in common between them and the British and French 
than there was between them and the Germans. They were stirred 
by he invasion of Belgium, by the devastation of France. by the 
public bad manners of the German Government (bad manners that 
were an expensive luxury tor the Germans long before 1914). b is 
sometimes said or was sometimes written that the Germans lost 
their propaganda battle because the British cut the cables to America 
nd the Germans could not tell their own story. But even in 1914 

SySlCm eX ' Sted and h was c l uitc Po^ible for the Germans 
to tell then own story, not only directly to America by air but 

indirecUy through the American correspondents in Germany men 

°f° lher ° C ;“ i0 " al Visi,0rs ,0 a " d ^mircr, 

me emcienty of (he German Army and Stale like Mr Josenlr 
,he "f f the Chim S° Tribune and now of (he New York 

Mr ’ Viereck in ° f German propagandists like 

Briiish airs Jhi a i d '- 93MI . was lhe a " k ™rd fact that the 
telhng th? truth and of ^^™Io^rh'g “™“o. That 

l“f lauiin ! w ! ,y ,hc Ccrma " s 

trend of American oninin.. x, i " l,lcl ' explained the 

Belgium vxdZltheSJ IV r ^ ,lK >' had 

Berlm had been able to Z 1,^1“ ?TVVVV 

cloth, that would have been cn o d niade l, P out of whole 

sunk the Athenia in 1939 was somefhinV h at St ° Ut denial of havin g 
resolved to believe anvtliimr it • at an ^ rate Wit)l t!l ose 

would have been better off that \h n0t ,n ?P? ss,bIe lhat (he world 
exploitation Tf the vLtof- of 9 g To° " beC " an cfetaal 
generations (an aim that would have seemed'' 11 "' 5 Pe “ Ce f ° r Several 

ticable to most of the human nre , 7 P re P oste rously imprac- 

gtving food and munitions and‘ZS l ^Te“Tn 
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» Cher peoples hod materials and the American people, alone, 

wor £ „r a great man* ho was not « ral , me an 

of the aims of hi* own P^°P • American. America 

idealist. Well, that S o spoke Woodrow Wilson, 

is the only idealist nut,on in spa ^ of the 

It was not a '->7 k p ,. ,. ot n er people were as idealistic as they 
could afford to be, bun:om d afford * fem ^ ossib i y 

^ Ameriea 

America was shocUo y tii^ s 0 j ess m oral hopes at 

It nug/i/ haee been hotter oy dm .^ ure of Yante practicality, 

the beginning and, wuri , . “ h (he Mammon 0 f Unrighteousness, 

to have compromised, p y , railed human race more as they 

taking this sinful world and the so-calledUt ^ a Ktle 

are and less as they should be, "o,mg ua, ^ 

less than the angels, but dld n0 ‘ ; Europe which had hoped 

There was a mutual d.s, ust»ment. ^ united 

for a new birth of f e ^ 01 ; ; . j which had rightly seen 

states of Harding and C«. .ago - - to see (ha , a rea) libera- 

herself as a liberator was not re. dy 8 iMities in the Europe 
tion had taken place and tha theeiw ^ system 

of Versailles if d “ttld be >nt g . g - agi<ome dy of disillus.on- 

ment and recrimination. The . ind s0 little to say about 

Atlantic had so much to say f n , ;H , in the street was em- 

Germany and her net|ho '^ (imental and le ss optimistic than 
bittered or bored. tein« . man in the street saw, from 

his intellectual betters, e Hitler was to stop him and 

the beginning, that the on y way ^ ^ a case f or the Sheriff 

the sooner the better. It was discuss i ons ’ as to why bandits turn 
or a Vigilante Committee, no ' European powers in those 

bandits. The feebleness ofthewes^ and, indeed of 

years justified any ^ that it was American aid that 

American resentmen ‘ • 19l8> why were the fruits of that 

gave the Allies decisive v ^ erc t | ie Nazis allowed to begin 

victory given away so easily . J , and confronted only 

with successful petty crime like stealing app 
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the other peoples had material ends and the American people, alone, 
had purely moral ends in view. It was an attitude expressed in the 
words of a great man who was not sufficiently self-critical or critical 
of the aims of his own people. ‘‘Sometimes people call me an 
idealist. Well, that is the way I know I am an American. America 
is the only idealist nation in the world.” So spoke Woodrow Wilson. 

It was not a very helpful attitude to bring to the solution of the 
problems of a world in which other people were as idealistic as they 
could afford to be, but could afford less than Uncle Sam. And only 
a nation giving constant proof of altruistic idealism could possibly 
have got away with this attitude of high moral superiority. No 
nation, not even the American nation, can keep at this high level 
all the time. So Europe was ironical at the expense of America and 
America was shocked by the sight of Europe. 

It might have been better to have had less high moral hopes at 
the beginning and, with a strong admixture of Yankee practicality, 
to have compromised, openly, with the Mammon of Unrighteousness, 
taking this sinful world and the so-called human race more as they 
are and less as they should be, noting that men were made a little 
less than the angels, but did not stay at that high level. 

There was a mutual disillusionment. Europe which had hoped 
for a new birth of freedom, resented sermons from the United 
States of Harding and Coolidge. America which had rightly seen 
herself as a liberator was not ready enough to see that a real libera¬ 
tion had taken place and that there were possibilities in the Europe 
of Versailles if it could be integrated into a world system. 

It is unnecessary to 20 into the long tragi-comedy of disillusion¬ 
ment and recrimination. The intellectuals on both sides of the 
Atlantic had so much to say for Germany and so little to say about 
Germanv and her neighbours that the man in the street was em¬ 
bittered or bored. Being less sentimental and less optimistic than 
his intellectual betters, the American man in the street saw, from 
the beginning, that the only way to stop Hitler was to stop him and 
the sooner the better. It was from 1933 on, a case for the Sheriff 
or a Vieilante Committee, not for discussions as to w 
bandits. The feebleness of the western European powers in those 
years justified any form of American contempt and, indeed. 
American resentment. It was true that it was American, aid 

stealing apples and confronted only 
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M an does not live by bread, even by pre-sliced b: 

and the material optimism bred by American 
has not been accompanied by an equally ii 
spiritual self-confidence. Americans are men and women su 





to the strains and ordeals of humanity and they have, in addition, 

inherited from Europe a cultural tradition that fights against- 

naive confidence in a world that, every day and in every way, 
better and better. Nevertheless, the American tradition is tied to the 
idea of progress; it has grown in the centuries in which that novel 
and revolutionary' idea took possession of man's mind in the West 
and all American experience has seemed to confirm the view that the 
world is advancing towards something better, to a fuller, richer life 
for more people, more of the time. W hat a great English scholar 
has written of the Dark Ages, out of w 
modem America have 






:omically unlike 

“If that age was an age of faith, it was not merely on account of its 
external religious profession; still less does it mean that the men of 
that age were more moral or more humane or more just in their 
social and economic relations than the men of to-day. It is rather 
because they had no faith in themselves cr in the possibilities of 
human effort, but put their trust in something more than civilization 

and something outside history.'’ 1 

The American historical experience has been totally different. It 

3i::is been the product of profound faith in man s possibilities and 
repeated historical justification for that faith. It is true that the 
religious tradition imported from Europe by the earlier settlers, 
especially in New England, had its ingredient of Christian humility 
and pessimism. President Eliot of Harvard, in the confident nine- 
teenth century', was proclaiming an old New England attitude when 
he altered the inscription over the door of the new philosophy 111 
ing in Harvard from “Man is the measure of all things” 
the philosophers, to “What is man that Thou art mindful of him. 
chosen by himself. But President Eliot himself was full of Amencan 
optimism and that was made plain enough when he encounte 
the person of George Santayana, a representative ofI 
terranean pessimistic clarity. Another Eliot was, in the nest genera 

1 ctm,ophe ‘ D "" son ’ ”S 4 MkU " of E “ ropt - p - 
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tion, to take more the side of Santayana than of Charles Eliot, but 

V ' 

Mr. T. S. Eliot, in choosing to live in England rather than in St. 
► ^ ^ 

Louis or Boston, passed judgment not only on the American scene 
but on his own fitness to adorn it. 

Even in early New England, as Professor Perry Miller has shown, 
optimism about the destiny of man and society w ould keep creeping 
in. The New England Calvinists of the first generation of Massa¬ 
chusetts and Elarvard were, by the rigorous standards of sixteenth- 
century Calvinism, deplorably lax, not quite Arminian, but not really 
orthodox either. The American experience fought against the ortho¬ 
dox doctrine ot Protestant Europe. When Jonathan Edwards in 
eighteenth-century Massachusetts tried to turn back the tide, he 
was defeated not merely because of his tactless investigation into the 
reading habits and the free conversation of the sons and daughters 
of the best families of Northampton, but because the campaign had 
already been lost. It was not even a rearguard action that he was 

fighting, it was a return trom Elba lor the old orthodoxy, a return 
that ended with a decisive Waterloo. 

American religion w'as committed, more and more, to an opti¬ 
mistic view of God’s purpose in the world and to an identification 
of that purpose with the purpose of man, especially American man. 
Religion more and more lost its supernatural and other-world 
character. God was conceived of as a kind of King of Brobdinmrag 
convinced that “whoever could make two ears of corn or two blades 
of grass to grow 7 upon a spot of ground where only one grew' before, 
would deserve better of mankind and do more essential service to 
his country than the whole race of politicians put together.” And 
not only than politicians but than unproductive saints. The Ameri¬ 
can religious mind was made ready for the acceptance of the opti¬ 
mistic deism of Franklin and Jefferson, and thousands who would 
have been horrified to admit that they shared the religious views of 
t ose great heretics did in fact share more of their views than they 
knew and were further removed from the views of old orthodox 
hnstiamty than they knew'. The evangelical denominations might 
still insist on faith before works, but faith was expected to show 
orth its fruits in works, especially in economic w'orks like abstention 
trom extravagant vices like drink and sexual sin; greed or acquisitive- 

vntue WaS condemned but more and more became a 

It is no new opinion that.since the Reformation there has been a 
uore open identification ot worldly prosperity with virtue than was 
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openlv preached if not practised before. The virtues inculcated by 
evangelical religion bore fruit in wealth that was accepted as a proof 
of virtue. So far the American experience does not differ from e 
English But the American experience has gone further, n some 
nopuiar versions of modern American religion, prosperity is not 
merely evidence of virtue, it is virtue. It is no mere matter of seeking 
first the Kingdom of God and having wealth added unto you. 
Wealth material success, happiness in this world is the Kingdom 
rf God’. If a reader doubts this let him read the literature issued 

from Moscow, Idaho, by Dr. Frank b. Robinson, ° ‘ ' 

Great 1 Am.” or listen to Father Divine or con the advcrUsing p t g 
of the press of that great religious centre, Los Angeles. What, 
a r y Christians promised for the next world and other great rehgtoos 
have tried to persuade their adherents to despise is for many 
Americans (in this possibly just one jump ahead of the Eng is ), 
aim of religion. And Christian Science, in a less naive way, represent 
the smme refusal to accept the grim view of life that so many hundreds 
of generations of experience had made second nature to tne human 
race. The optimism of poets like Shelley, their belief a 

the world’s great age begins anew 

i See Dr. Robinson’s ad ^ er j 1 ' A ‘uiaif and °uL r My )“and a?a result 

“'1 Talked with God. <i vs, 1 ui jnto niv |jf e . After forty-two 

of that little talk everything took on a brighter hue. 

h's fascinating to talk with God, ((^ ‘'.^'l^in eonre into your life the same 

the secret. And when you do \ e shackles of defeat which bound 

dynamic Power which came in to mine Ih^shacklcs ot^ of the 

me for years went a-shimrneiini, - cornoration publishes the largest 

News Review Publishing Compa >, j Q Wn t ] ie largest office building 

circulating afternoon daily ini No ; d sinc j own m y own home, 
in our city, I drive a bcautifu Cad .lac 1moitsmc.^^ abund / ntly provided 

tarf.J’VmSc. : ’"SdaKS fei been made P*sib!c because, on, day, 
ten years ago. 1 actually and mystical power which comes from 

talking with God, and when you do, God-Power' is able to do for you 

what it did for me. N °, no a human Power I’m talking about- 

—all this can be changed. T or this i* not ■ h God-Power, can 

it's a God-Power. And there can be no 1 mitauons i al ,_ or) at 

there?" For one cent spent on a postcard thi t The prcscnt population 

any rate, the First and ^pest steps 1 in tcn yearSi n mch of which 

of Moscow, Idaho, ,s GG - , a . k v ’ py r . Robinson. The circulation 

may well be due to the business ajven in The Editor and Publisher. 

figures for The Daily . Idahonmt die not d'ui m insQn a booste i 

Bi,t the biggest paper m the state has just 20.UUU, so or 
as well as mystic. 
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wa», after all, tempered by a fear that it might turn out to be anothei 
historical confidence trick. 

The world is weary of the past, 

O might it die or rest at last. 

Such pessimism was of course not at all unknown to Americans 
mosr^nT 60 ? 115 ' l l - aS Th ° reau who observed with justice that 

h T te (bu l did not pubIish) The Man Wh ° 

g - f S the American °° whose life and 
favourite poem ^ ^ 

O why should the spirit of mortal be proud? 

^° ,n . 'S? 0 ' afttr fail of Richmond, when it 
that, as Whitman waVS11“ ™ draWiDg t0 a lrium P h “' 


« « * 


- our fearful trip is done, 

The ship has weathered every rack, the prize we sought is won 

eholy emZsif a ve P ™ bM repeated ’ with al1 his melan ' 

y mpnasis, a very different passage of poetry: 

• •. Duncan is in his grave i 
After life s fitful fever he sleeps well • 

Treason has done his worst; nor steel, nor poison 
Malice domestic, foreign levy, nothing, 

Can touch him further. 

40 ^ 0 ^*“ m ° St p " * -« 

•.. the dead, 

Whom we to gain our peace, have sent to peace. 

That life is not reducible to formulas th»t 

sorrows and disillusionment even for iL u 1 ^ 6 &re bound to be 
elect who have had the right eugenic ancesto Th?*^ f °^ he new 

who has cured hSf of B O and ZZ^l The man 

surprise the waiter and the saxonhon + t0S1S ’ bas leamed French to 

- H r ood ma ^ 

they do not like him. people still avoidjkm because 
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, , , (,,-,+prt'vined bv a few cranks, or is it in fact 

But is the heresy only cnte tamed °y ? In a natio n where 

half-believed in by a great pai o F? • at forty,” some 

it is news, comforting news, ha t viexv -point. Some 

scepticism must have crept in t0 an en d when the first 

people must have though ia ' ' 0 f y0 uth, were exhausted, 

have thought that American Me was design^ ^ ^ ^ fe or 

men. for girls ot course, or, found (as critical Americans 

was widespread, one reason is success is identified with 

have pointed out) m a mcw o a fixcd standard, but with 

A accepted, it condemns the v a. J (hat the man who is 

must be ranked as unsuccess . in all others—and much 

successful in one line may be un ^ a y no a man anxious about his 

economic or prolcsMoiufl retu _ jn bl f siness or his profession 
other hand, a man «ho is un,^ ^ compen sation by being sod 
can, with less success. .. ,. ( , ood He can be induced to 

culture, or some other iu -p ‘ insurance company or to a 
look forward to a secure old .= y dvcrliwrs 0 f religions, educa- 
new and vigorous middle a = e > American man in the 

.ion, body-belts, or wha. have you. ^ ^ nulmegs . but f r „m 

street is not dcsetndk-d > scrious i y but not as seriously 

sellers of them. He takes ad - e from ^ r . John R. Tunis that 
as all that. He is not surpiiscd • wen(y years on , shows 

the economic record o a • ‘ njoher education a large cash 

quite depressing V e ™Xs alias,rophes like that of 19-9 
income is anticipated, c lbout overcrowding but the 

when the current hotel joke^ K , int a r00 m for, sleeping 
question put by the eleik. ' Qf , he American business man, 

his need for health ,arras - ^ a rd national joke. The fresh, 

analysis and Yogis, is ano . c , 1SC 0 f the term, ingenuous 

faefs of the young Amer.ca oU wl time b y faces 

London Underground, ate 'cp -'cco a stain" as those ot 

as marked by the " contagion ol tin-wortds^ , f „ ot from 

the sharp-faced, acute cy - C«V cy ^ bc made safe ,o, 
birth, at least Irom adolescence. 
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boys and girls, no matter how hard parents and society may try. 

They do grow up—and if they don’t, the worse for them. 

It is perhaps the competitive strain of American life that accounts 

for the excessive gloom of current American letters. Just as an 

American udveilisei is not content, like his English colleague, to 

tell you that “XXX is good for you,” but insists that “XXX is 

better,” on sale at the “better” bars or fivc-and-tens, the American 

novelist insists on telling you that tilings arc worse and setting worse 

all the time. A gieat deal of this literary pessimism is mere fashion j 

the black paint is shot on by a paint-gun in the literary assembly line! 

It is merely Eddie Guest and Harold Bell Wright in reverse. But it 

is, in the east of the bettei writers, more than that. It is a resentful 

ciiticism ol American hie as being full of promises that no society 

can, in fact, keep. It is not valid criticism of modern American 

literature that it lakes a gloomy view, that it shows the unhappy side 

of American life. If it does, if it is bitterly critical, that is no novelty, 

soweie many admitted past masters: Howells in his political novels, 

Henry James in his life; the western agrarians of 1900 in their gritty 

pictures ol life on the (arm or the small town in Kansas or Nebraska 

If Aldous Huxley is right in attributing German inability to handle 

the problem of modern personal life to the rarity of good German 

novels, Americans ought to be grateful to their novelists who provide 

them with abundant precedents for all possible emergencies And 

it would be a fraud on the public not to provide a sufficiently large 

number of ugly, awkward, dangerous and painful situations, for we 

shall none of us miss experiences of that type. A happy literature 
is a dangerous drug. 

But the pessimistic American writers, from Dreiser to Mary 

helped to break down the American view 
oi life into still unreconciled attitudes. The optimistic religion of 

business and progress proved inadequate, and with its collapse other 

parts of the national religion were at least shaken. The standards of 

amily morals, of sexual behaviour were affected. It is true that a 

.I . | n gerous immorality of modern 

p “wordf^ WaS Sil l y ' The b °° k CenS ° rS Wh ° hunted for im ‘ 

2 e u d n ? better em P ! °y ed than the movie or beach 
censors who measured sweaters with the eyes of a lubricious geo- 

ceSrholv t S d ? SSeS Wkh an inch ta P 6 ’ Nevertheless the 
censors, however stupid, were vaguely registering a great change 

c»qS°bmLS U m0ralS by ,he COmpetitive standard tha ‘ 
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^Advertising and fiction alike told boys and girts that KMal 
nappaw-s t ^ b ad ever been ruined by a 

*«»«g irt ™ uld b ' r d 

book, • r ' . r , u v jf it left advertising sections alone, 

by idiotic censo ship t , anci advertising both 

“ hC n S , no nWc li e of ondtict that had been ’’unthinkable” 
& thought of) a generation before. They oflered 

",'ce5cr„s for action that 

"S.^t .lher unsuccessful municipal polttician 

could have told ex-Mayor Walker, it was nothing new. 

Galeotto fu il libro e chi lo scrisse: 

Quel giorno piu non vi leggemo avanti. 

< aVm V Ivit was not mere nonsense for boys and girls whatever 

them either an easy optimism. that f th " t^m and added to the 
best way roundj or a a religion that all was 

r°Z l b °st ITZ b^t of all possible republics, or would be as soon 

as That Man was ou« > by neu rosis, by an 

really necessary reacted, reai. t . • ’ con vincin ff than so 

a deeded gloom that w» no essuc o »■» = oon ^ 

% tf^rsSu^Sd his manifesto caiied : 

tS b teU man 

SL historically, best justified American optimism, Amencan 

economic prospects. . • life was no t an invention of 

Literary pessmusm about A • * ‘ had had their 

,he ’twenties. Around 1900, ^ '»"8 ^ with depressing fidelity, 

lelleclion in rue's , Kansas or Hamlin Garland s 

:hat it tvas like to In » to. sinceri(y , for all the grey 

"Middle Boidci. But lor i , i t no t seem to get 

verisimilitude of then styn, \ nr -til the ills their heroes 

to grips with ^ there ^.ned ‘to be few that dollar wheat 

IE" mud, 00 ^.. «•««* 
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to writing socialist novels of the future by anger at the American 

present, Lack London predicted the rise of fascism and there were 

plenty of literary spokesmen for the age of Wilson’s “ New Freedom.” 

The novel oi social significance was not new when it became all 
the rage in the ’thirties. 

But what was new was the general acceptance by the new leisure 

class created by the new American economy, the women, the sons 

of the successful pioneers, that life in Gopher Prairie, in Zenith in 

New York, even in Paris, was hard to live. That pessimism was often 

affected and not of the highest quality. Indeed, the classic of 

this age, Babbitt was not a pessimistic book at all, for George F. 

Babbitt survives his soul-killing experiences as a human beirm who 

would not have been improved in iny sense of the term by luang in 
the Rue de la Huchette. ' ^ 

, ^ n u t0 P °[ this ( iterai y pessimism came the genuine pessimism 
bred by the depression. Here the w riters were representing a general 

national mood and one which still colours a good deal of American 
life. For behind a good deal of optimism is the memory of the great 
collapse and behind a great deal of apparently thoughtless deter¬ 
mination to have the best of both worlds in war and in peace, is the 
terrifying memory of the years in which the American dream 
seemed to have become a nightmare. A nightmare of unemploy¬ 
ment, of bankruptcy, bankruptcy of individuals, of great corpora¬ 
ls of cmesofstateS; an age of the destruction of normal economic 
expectation, the most fatal failure of a capitalist society. No novels 
or plays could exaggerate the indignation, the shock felt by millions 

^ comin S not of hard times, but of a general 

became the cry of millions who had been well-behaved, credulous 

find^hfo CnS ’ , duUtully kee P ln S both fee t on the ground-only to’ 
find the ground giving way under them. ' 

Tn,* - _ _ n i 


reflMLT a h n, re , fl y eCled ! iter “! ure ' in P Ia y s - ^ i" Stas. It was 
. , * a gg e rated. There was a sudden wave of literary 

weTr andT y affc . Cta ‘ ion Comr i!tmism was pretty nearly the only 

nasred thr™k ry ,n‘ Sh P ro P orlion of y° utI e American writers either 
staved f, gh .n e pa " y ranks ’ or were “feilow-travelers.” A few 

riote and * e ‘T " h ' Ch 3 re P orta S e of fairly normal labour 

ots and strike incidents could be solemnly published under the 

New ' he 11 Was ,he incubation period of 

There were external reasons why this literary extremism did not 
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The control of the American Communist Party was not much 
more intelligent than that of any other Comintern branch, but le 
American heretics and schismatics were not like their timid Eng i 

old "triclition^of the mourner's' bench at a frontier camp meeting, 
clf’ « K- r ov.n sins and the sins of the unrepentant There 
Tre v If a dozen heresies apart from the great Trotsky,st sclusnu 
AnrU ith the firs, turn of the t.de in 1933, ^ 

^«t Gokt-hye to Resolution. V* revo.uttonary 
inteliigenl/ia t^aUered in ah a, leasi 

some in o pme ^ Commitlec set up to smell out 

comnumi'm’ uiut'ihe zeal and technique of a tvitch-doetor at work 

by the far more inking ^ 

of historical optimism. And that future 

was based on the Amenejit pas .s c | ian2 e from little 

period, ea's on he U ha primitive American art, 

masters. Histouuii mnus, .u. , , .i e necc i t or 

re'siorinn S -if-edeem as well as by the spectacle of Hitler's 

precious 'i'Ullv healthy. Early American art 

ignore too main uuuis Where it was 

was interesting hut it was not mu^i^ ^ ^in Rich¬ 
mond or Charleston or Salem. ne that was all. 

and craftsmen in cightccnlh-cc. ur> Anm ^ ^ very well 

G ^r St “n!cm^ craftsmanship was sound, 

with his Lontempoiaiy, 1 vcry well with Fountains 

but a Sha cr ^, ^ ,; or aU that Mr. Van Wyck Brooks or 
Miss Vonslancc Rourke could do. the American record in these 
fields of achievement was mailocrc ; . . ■ of reaU y primitive art, 

Thu t was m it much lorcing ot the 

of American tolk-lore. But again, muv 
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issue. The Americans were (he heirs of English, Scotch, Irish folk¬ 
song but they did not increase theirinheritanceor improve it. “Frankie 
and Johnny” is an amusing ballad but it is nol “Helen of Kirk- 
connel.” It may be, as an eminent authority has hinted, that the 
numerous unprinted folk-songs do the American genius more credit, 
but even in this field there is no great originality^and there are still 
importations from the old world like “John Glaister.” As far as the 
man in the street is concerned, the situation was further complicated 
by the synthetic character of much of the folk-song he hears and likes 
and thinks of as deeply and traditionally American. Primitive art 
that is not really primitive is boring in the not very long run. When 
a modern cowboy asks with lalse naivete on a vaudeville circuit if 
the stars he sees are “Big peopled worlds like our own” he is com¬ 
peting not with genuine folk-song but with Leopardi. He cannot 
long stand the competition of: 

... a che vale 
A1 pastor la sua vita, 

La vostra vita a voi? 

When a nation is at such a stage of sophistication as the Americans 
have reached, it is idle to try to fob them oft with songs their mothers 
would have sung to them if the industry had been as well organized 
as it is now. All that the modern ballad-makers can do was better 
done by Stephen Foster than it is ever done to-day. 

So we have to fall back on the real artists, on the men and women 
who are willing to follow their spirit where it listeth. And it is hard 
to discriminate, hard for the critic and hard for the common reader. 
Even the toughness and brutality, the crudity of language may 

become as much of a convention as the prudery of a generation ago. 
Mr. Cole Porter has truly asserted: 

Good authors, too, who once knew better words, 

Now only use four-letter words, 

Writing prose 
Anything goes. 

And there was a great deal to be said, too, for the young woman 

who remarked, “Oh, I never thought anybody said those things. 

1 thought they only appeared in books.” 

This is not the place (or it would be as easy as it is tempting) to 
praise contemporary American literature, so abundant, so varied 
so courageous, so entertaining, so much the senior partner now in 
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the English-speaking world. But it has not yet done what is necessary 
for national unification. It has not provided what Mr. G. M. Young 
rightly credited Mr. H. G. Wells with providing a generation ago is 
England, a new Cortegicmo, a picture and standard of the modem 
world that neither crushed energy and optimism nor was so sugar- 
coated and irrelevant as to drive the young off in angry derision. 
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N America the role of the farmer lias been InMoricaiiv as impor¬ 
tant, almost, as it lias been emotionally. The lama that was 
settled, cleared, tilled was the creation of the fanner and a 
creation in most areas that \va> quite recent in time. In Europe the 
basic work was done hundreds even thousands of years ano; some 
historians might remember the role of the primitive seniors, the 
makers of the first efficient ploughs or such restorers of material as 
well as spiritual culture as the monks of atonic Cassino. But till 
that is remote. In Ameiica there arc many men still alive who 
remember that last great western push of settlement on to the meat 
plains. Settlement in the cut-over umber lands o( northern Minne¬ 
sota or Wisconsin is quite recent. Even regions that had seemed to 
be doomed to total abandonment like Vermont have had a new lease 
of life as milk prooucers. A hath proportion oi the immigrants 
who have settled on marginal abandoned lands like the Poles in 
Wisconsin or in the tobacco lands of the Connecticut Valley have 

at least, the peasant attitude of rever¬ 
ence for the soil. The Americans who have emigrated from the 

countryside or from small country towns to the cities have inherited 
many of the rural habits of mind. And the rural bias of the American 
people has been reinforced by a political system that overweights the 
rura vote in federal and still more in state elections, and by a his¬ 
torical tradition that has been adequate for a farmers' republic, for the 
egalitarian, free, rural democracy of Jefferson and Jackson. There 
is, therefore, something especially outrageous for an American, even 
it He is a city dweller, in the long decline in relative economic impor¬ 
tance and m social Stability of the American farm population. That 
less man hall of the American population should now live in rural 
areas, that only a quarter of the population should be living on farms, 
s novel, disconcerting, improper. And the American farmer, more 
ess consciously, is exploiting a situation in which his own natural 

,^ e ° § et a reasonable share in the total national income is 
politically supported by not very clear-minded town dwellers, as 
wii as by quite clear-minded statesmen and sociologists who hold 

illthy repubUc num «°“ ™>®1 population is a necessity for a 
It would be unrealistic to under-estimate the power of this rural 
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5 The conauest of the United States by the plough has been the 
** leneralW approved American victory. It is only to-day tha 

u ,! iht, centuries-old national tradition that makes of the 

SMttS i ct , 5£ a 5-i>s: 

The baS Of the nation fight the figures of the agronomists. So far 
th Fofthe wtanlng of the West, the making of all America, bred Ms 

legends, not only the legena 5 e . tion There was the 

fefenT’ofJote^ AppSeed, that Bn^who carried his 
apples all over the West, most famous of those who. 

In the days of President Washington, 

The glory of the nations, 

Dust and ashes, 

Snow and sleet, 

And hay and oats and wheat, 

Blew west, 

Crossed the Appalachians. 

And with the wheat and the hay and the apples came civilization: 

A ballot-box in each apple, 

A state capital in each apple, 

Great high schools, great colleges. 

All America in each apple. 1 

Men like Johnny App.eseed, like “ ftthod"".^ 

who introduced indigo culture, 1 e marrying Pocahontas, 

future by curing Virginia tobacco '»an by ma rymg ^ 

like Edmund Ruffin who found the 2 t ‘° n r “‘ attle breede r S , these 

' i * ^ ’ j^ents of Pallas and Flora and the other 

Greektd"" benefactors of the husbandmen. To the prairte 

■Le. Lindsay, "tn praise of Johnny APP.-T 

Macmillan.) 
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farmer’s clever son, the Georgies were the most relevant Latin 
poetry——and one clever daughter of a pioneer prolessor has told us 
what Virgil meant to her in raw Nebraska. Miss Willa Gather, who 
has combined the Eclogues and the Georgies in My Antonia, is only 
the most accomplished prose Virgil of the great settlement. 

The corn, the maize higher than a man’s head, was the oldest 
and most representative American crop. “Down where the tall 
corn grows. was a true folk-song and the annual corn-huskin^ 
c ampionship was the true Olympic festival of a farmer people. 
It is probably pure sentiment to regret the passing of the tall corn; 
in some regions, at least, it is profitably replaced by shorter and more 
useful and economical but less impressive corn plants. The great 
combines on the western plains, other labour-saving devices have 
reduced to a mere battalion the once great army of migratory 
harvesters who, under the derogatory title of “hoboes” or the even 

more dangerous epithet of “vvobblies,” moved from state to state 
with the harvest. Their songs are going too: 

You advertise in Omaha, 

“Come, leave the valley of the Kaw.” 

Nebraska calls, “Don’t be misled, 

We’ll furnish you a feather bed”!' 

But the Rocky Candy mountains of the hoboes, like the revolutionary 
dreams of the I.W.W., the vvobblies, have passed beyond the horizon 
as the American farmer has adjusted himself slowly and reluctantly 

replaced. mechamCal WOrId in which the old laws seem to have been 

hafnot 1?"’^ Am ® rican farmer ’ s share in the national income 
latinn h f u Cn a i the P r0 P 0rtl0n of farmers to the total popu- 

would “ Th h f aS a 611 even i0Wer than mere proportions 
„ tt ow 8 as h ,h sh n ould have go * ; *4 ™‘ 

f STi? r 5X Vi S 

,910 h and d W2a d H*** 

$17,000,000,000 odd in 1919 fell cat ? iacome which was 

uiy, ien catastrophically; and even when 
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111 crood times had returned for industry, it was only $12 000,000,000 
‘ K ,v VVhcn the great collapse of 1929-33 began tt was agam 
U,e homers that took the worst rap. Farm tttcome m 1931 was less 

''Tt\--as no ImdeV to rtf American farmer, l.is whole security 

rHr, ^ 

against him For msUncc, ^ to8 co rn crop to his 

S “a « e „m p£.V,o cm slown his ptg production and seU his 

majority bred ptgs. pies, pigs were dear and 

year, the majontv so u cycle required 

corn cheap v Topla>tlK^^^ cUher a success ,\,i determination 

tortstgu. ajjp^ neighbours did. or a highly organized system 

ot co.operat.Nc nv - r J j t onlv the second solution 
decision was lilt mam ^ was highly individualistic, a 

was open. And l ie At u> , a u c a chance to 

slow and sceptical co-op. a r. . • - - , hfc , and socia l 

pea, the ma rket - At state cd "'tm ^ 

institutions and b> a lugm> van.u another which 

destroved crops in one region might toe no rt.ct «1 

would'benefit l\v the short supply. Farmm. was a r amt 

was the »ay tho A ‘j’ho'fanneT’ should have looked out for 
It was natuTti » ^ ^ " . » -i^ Though he did not really 

foreign as well as lor domes u. u y ^ „ 1S markets was 

appreciate it. h« of ground- 

nuts in West A Inca, the skn . unUa tv a 1 ^ ^ o( ^ South 
lard was made expensne \n^, ^ l jf ^ ( , K Amcrican tariff 
s\as a dangerous compeli ot o ^ ^ {cn[h \ customers of 

wall. And that wall nuu t ‘ . , ( sell—in direct corn- 

the American farmer " ,;1 ^mimt and in indirect com- 

PC "'"’” Tti \ll dK 'ub-lropieal'produels,trade available by modern 
S*y and' lude additionally focnidahlc contpctitors by changes 

in dietary habits. 
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For two generations, the American farmer by voting the Republi¬ 
can ticket and supporting a high larilT policy had shown notable 
disinterestedness, if cloudy economic thinking, for he thus helped 
to pay the high price of industrializing America, id the 1920's he 
was still voting the Republican ticket and supporting very hisih 
tariffs indeed, but he was no longer content to let it go at that. He 
knew that protection lor his basic crops was superfluous; what he 
wanted was a share in the total national income proportional to hi'' 
numbers (which could be computed) and to his social and political 
merits which were more open to dispute. So he supported schemes 
like the McNary-Haugen bill which was the first serious attempt to 
use the taxing power of the Union to compensate the farmer for his 
tariff-induced losses. But it was now questionable whether the 
traditional roles had not been reversed and whether American 
industry, now interested in its export market, was not having to pay 
the costs of keeping alive American agriculture on a scale to which 
the nation was accustomed. The bean growers of Michigan could 
be protected against unfair foreign competition, but of w luit profit 
was that to the automobile industry of Michigan which needed 
markets, not protection ? But the farmer (with a great deal oi non- 
farm support) continued the attack and the refusal of the Republican 
presidents to sanction such subsidies to the farm interest helped to 
produce that revulsion against the Grand Old Party which led 
millions of American farmers to vote in 1932 and in 1936 with no 
grateful regard for the fact that the Republican party had saved the 
Union, two generations or more before! 

But the prices of crops were not the only worry of the farmer or of 
the nation. The very 'existence of the land wa/a. stake over slide 
regions. The explorers of the early nineteenth century had marked 
the region west of the Missouri as '‘the great American desert.” 
It was roughly all the land west of 100°; it was marked by the change 
m its rainfall and in its vegetable cover. East of 100° was the tall 
grass country that got the necessary 20 inches of rain a year; west 
was the short grass country that could not rely on the necessary 
rainfall, a region in which the native grasses were hammered into a 
moisture-holding mat by the feet of the millions of buffalo and 
totally undisturbed by the nomadic Indians who lived off the 
buffalo. But as the tide of settlement moved west, these lands 
esigned for buffalo and then for cattle were coveted by the would-be 

railway S br0Ught ^ With then ' nev/ P lou 8 hs and reapers, by the new 
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scr ics of exceptionally wet years made the fears of the geo 
crushers scent tblW or treason. There were some individual cata¬ 
strophes. There was the famous story of the pioneers who had set 
out for the West with the legend painted on their wagon P _ 
Peak or Bust” and who came back with the revised legend Pike s 
Peak and Busted." There was the story ot the westwaid moving 
optimist w ho met the eastward moving pessimist. 1 his wou e a 
fine country if it had water. ” "So would Hell. 

Bui iioi until the end of the 'eighties was there a serious recession 
of settlement in western Kansas and Nebraska 

' I,, ,< it was in the census of 1890. It was discovered that there 

were'limits to settlement; that the ramlall was o ten 

that the holiel' that ploughing ilscll increased the rainfall was 

i ' , pi i ( ||i ip move or less viood let it Hr 

"Tte comomic^ equilibrium established round 1900 was badly upset 
bv the last world war. The demand lor wheat was immense . prices 
wc,c i. h more and more land was ploughed up. mcludmg and 
to should never have been ploughed. All the po»-«r «« o 

the American farmer fell ™ ^fwatered 

and the ^emi-a.id lands. Low prices hit him woist. «e hat 
cinii d resources; he was furthest trom domestic markets, m - 
li mer V o W 0, d prices as recorded in the Chicago wheat pit or m 
IS, n • or l ivemool. In these stales the radical political move- 
S 1? Vmnrcr-fahor parties, the Nonpartisan League, radtea 
dissent within the Democratic party in the sou the rns.ee I .on i^ 

Oklahoma and Texas, upset the old political system • • 

return to the spirit of the insurgent nineties wlwn Mis. Bka.e 
“Kansas IMhoness," advised her fellow-citizens "to raise less cc 
and more'hell" Old-established radical dynasties hkc the i 
‘ die tes- new figures like Governor Floyd Olson in Minnesota, 

~ Nye and' Clove, nor Langer j 

^X^toth mle^de sAm Lt was a purely 

negative lotlcrvi all blanks and no piizes. 

But the worst time came with the general depression, wi 

general collapse of rural credit, with the foreclosures on a grea s ale 
that marked the collapse ot larnt values and ^' s ^ n '" tl ' in a like a 

well-farmed, and well-ordered a state as lo\ *j | _ pi unsHarmer, 
iuaiucric. Far worse was the situation ot ie ^ 
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For nature took a hand and inflicted a series of catastrophic droughts, 
and droughts which got the attention of the most urban-minded 
Americans. For the dry, loose soil of the marginal farms simply 
blew into the air. Hundreds of miles away in Minneapolis, the soil 
from Dakota farms piled up on the carpets of the houses and over a 
thousand miles away, it darkened the sky in New York. Away to the 
south, in western Texas and Oklahoma, it was a case of farm lands 
turning to sand, and the poor, ill-educated, ill-equipped marginal 
farmers began there that long, uninspiring trek west to California. 
The “Okies’" of The Grapes of Wrath were a novelty in American 
history, mostly defeated, dispirited fugitives from soil that had only 
been opened to settlement in 1S90 and was desert by 1934. 

Farther north, things were not quite so bad. The Scandinavian 
farmers of the Dakotas had more technical resources and more 
capital. Even in the worst year of all, 1934, when the rolling country 
west of the Missouri looked, at a distance, like a Scottish moor 
covered with a kind of heather that was, in fact, wheat stunted to a 
few inches by the drought, when the dying cattle were shipped 
hundreds of miles east by the federal government to water, there was 
no despair. “A good year will set us all right,” so a Swedish farmer 
told me when I spoke of the theory that arable farming would have 
to be abandoned altogether. And an Irish settler, a veteran a hundred 
miles farther west, said this was bad, but not as bad as the grass¬ 
hopper year in the ’seventies when he had brought horses up from 
Nebraska and could not water them for three days because every 
water-hole was full of dead “locusts.” 


But no amount of courage could make it less of a disaster. The 
whole credit structure collapsed. Such exhibitions of state pride as 
the skyscraper capitol of North Dakota that soars out of the plain 
at Bismarck seemed doomed to be an American equivalent of the 
monument of Ozymandias. “They say we must pay our debts but 
they tell you that they understand why you can’t pay your war 
debts,” said a Swedish farmer to me that year in the scorched country 
west of the Missouri. “If you can’t pay, how can we? And our 
debts are just as much war debts as yours. We contracted them to 
raise crops for you. The government wouldn't let wheat prices rise, 
but it let them fall all right. We won’t quit and we won’t pay.” 

Even in less desolated regions, there was the same anger, the same 
sense of frustration, the same nostalgia for the good days before 
Europe went mad and the American land ceased to increase in value 
every decade and even ceased to stay put. For that was the last 
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S"?** °* to resented and the blame imputed, imputed to the 
East and Europe is part of the East. 

n J^ e th t^ CUC t n farme 5 and 411 American society had been taught 
over three centuries to have a sacred respect for the land. That did 

not prevent its being exploited, mined rather than farmed, but trust 

in the American soil, the producer of good things, magna parens 

frugum,\\a± as lively m American as in Roman breasts. That land 

1 must be remembered, had never known what Europe has so often 

known and Asia knows nearly all the time, the terror of a great 

famine. Many Americans have gone hungry in the past, some eo 

hungry* now- undernourishment as well as stupid nourishment is 

endemic in certain regions. But America has not gone through an 

experience like that of Ireland in 1846-7 or the Ukraine a fewyears 

ago. To find the American soil revolting, refusing to bear, blowing 

away, having to be abandoned (in the case of Oklahoma only a 

generation after the first settlement) was the most disturbing sign 

of all those that pointed to a need for a national stocktaking? The 

decade between 1920 and 1930 was the first in American history 

since the white man came, in which the forest area increased —and 

that meant less an intelligent replanting of cut-over land than the 

natural springing-up of scrub. To have to take thought for the 

morrow of the w hole American land, that was a reminder that even 

the United States was not exempt from the general limitations of our 

human dwelling-place. 

It has been a disillusioned, often embittered and still more often 
puzzled farmer who has had to make the great reorientation to the 
war. The first job of making America was his; his were the hopes of 
most representative Americans. He found that America would not 
stay made, that nature and unknown, remote and evil forces s till 
combined to thwart him. He was saved from expropriation by the 
“Triple A” programme of the first Roosevelt Administration. For 
the moment he was grateful. “Landon won’t carry' a county west 
of here,’' said a prominent Republican in a Middle West state in my 
hearing in 1936. “Harry Wallace will carry them all.” 

But the Republican Party (of which the speaker is a senatorial 
ornament) has come back all the same. For the farmer didn’t like 


not growing crops, killing young pigs, adjusting his methods of 
farming, not to his own guesses and hopes but to remote statistical 
calcuiations in Washington. As long as he had no other cash 
resources, the federal cheques w ere gladly, even gratefully received. 
But when he got a chance to make money again by growing as much 
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as possible, he jumped at it. And then to learn that he had to submit 
to more rigorous controls, do without tractors sent to Britain or 
Russia do without sons and hired hands sent to Guadalcanal or 
Iceland or Libya, this was to have another lesson in the perverseness 
of the nature of things and a new temptation to look for the de\io 
who w^e in part, at least, responsible for this new disaster. One 
of those devils was of course Hitler, another and much more hated 
one was Tojo, or any representative Japanese. But others were 
Americans, above all the remote “bureaucrats” who didn't ’ now 

the life of a dirt farmer and his needs and deserts. 

Farmers have long supplied the soldiers for most societies. But 
farmers dislike war in all countries, however resigned they may be 
to it. Its waste seems to them (as it does to women) a contradiction 
of ail the habits of normal, healthy and beneficent life. And two 
wars in one generation, two wars not at all obviously connected 
with the needs of the farmer in the Great Valley, make a demand on 
critical imagination that cannot be met, at any rate in full. Patriot¬ 
ism, national pride, the acceptance of the legitimate authority of the 
United States, these are in many cases substitutes and adequate 
substitutes for that complete grasp of the ideological issues of the 
war that comes easily to editorial writers. Thinking his the most 
important national activity, convinced that all other forms ot eco¬ 
nomic life are parasitic on his, the American farmer (or any farmer) is 
resigned to war but sceptical about its conduct. So he does not take 
kindly to economic controls; they are worse than the draft that 
takes his son. He knows the limits of planning (can they control 
' the r ainfall ?) But, it must be remembered, that there is less opposi¬ 
tion to this war than to the last war in the rural areas. There is a lot 
less than there was in the Civil War, in North and South alike. And 
the American farmer has got hold of one truth at last. “It takes 
more than one to keep the peace” is a more useful maxim than 
that “It takes two to make a quarrel.” 

And converting the farmer is very important indeed. For the 
American city does not reproduce itself; it used to live off immi¬ 
gration from Europe and the country. Now it must live off immigra¬ 
tion from the country, and in every American city and town a very 
large section of the population are still farm boys in sentiment, still 
in touch with the land, still half-convinced that only farmers really 
know the answers. 

Yet more than half of the American people now live in areas 
classified as “urban,” and if some of those areas are only urban 
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in i census-taker's mind, many residents in formally rural areas are 
ream dividers. The devotee of the old New England rural ltfc 
of Vtronson Alcotfs boyhood who sought it round Westport, 

Connecticut, would be wasting hi> time. ^ * 

The new roads, the now ears, the closer integration ot national 

life that thev haxc made possible have led to a very 

tion of the rural population that remains. Keubui. the Hick barmer 

of vaudeville, is a fiction as dated as a Kcvstone Con ’" d : v ‘ ^^ 
small country towns have been urbanized m appear*« atid in 
temper. Mo ics. advising. mail order houses cast ot tuid u 
undermined the cracker-barrel on which the traditional rural philo¬ 
sopher sat. The last great effort to impose rural moral 
prohibition, has failed and legal punumism now tmds its p^itival 
driving force in urban Catholicism not in rural Piotestantism. u p 
oirls not boo.’e, are the enemv to be extirpated by the arm ot the 
law and the dangerous seductions of t^uirc are not burning topics 

111 The ^urbanization of the American country has I olio wed t airly 
eiosclv on the urbanization of the American city, on its commg-ot- 
a o C iis acceptance of the fact that a city is not merely an overgrown 
vfllaee and Jhat citv life is a new way of life to be earned And t 
is in’ the American'citics. outside New ^ ork and a tew ot the dd 
eastern regional capitals, that the conimg-ot-age ot the Amtru.an 

wav of life can be most easily seen. 

the American cities were and are very un ike 

IviuMW ' or even for BoMonittm or Vhiltttlelph am anxtom to 

relax a little, but pcoons whose position on the « 

Beacon Street was secure, did not seek to climb to fitth oi later to 

Park Avenue. Distances were too great for social J- cnt ™ h /aliioiwi d 
the idea of Washington as a social centre is oldei hai the . 

bul not much \ city like Seattle, like Louisville, like C le\eland, 
like Milwaukee bred'its ow n society, itnposed us own standards. 

refusing scums oi great m't'akhm too'seriouslv the visitors 

to Louisville for whom it was merely the home ot the Kentucky 

l ^Tlie towns utew few or none ot the English provincial town eon>- 

plexes. They knew they were no. as lug as New »*l>^ 
or even Chicago, but thev had their own standards, then own 
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tford; Howells had doubts 


society. Mark Twain settled down in Hart 

about his quitting Boston for New \ ork; so great a newspaperman 

as William Allen White stayed in Emporia all hi> days; and as for 

persuading a citizen of San hraneisco tiiat lie would g iin anything 

by moving elsewhere, why, confusing him or iter w ith a'mere “Ange^ 

leno could hardly be more offensive! The cities, large and small, 

became more attractive us streets were paved, water brought in, 

capital spent on civic improvements. The days are long pas^ w hen 

there was justification for the New York reporter who was sent to 

cover a fire in Rome, New' York, and wired his ollice: “This town 
seems to have been built in a day/' 

For one tiling, they have become much cleaner, much more 

habitable. That adjustment of the American people to the American 

climate which modern wealth and technology have made possible, 

has made the cities habitable in a way they"were not a generation 

ago. Improved local transport, for instance, has abolished the horrors 

of the horse-car in winter, the horrors that tested the moral fibre of 

Olive Chancellor in the Boston of the 1870’s. No longer do ni^s 

scavenge on Upper Broadway and if Philadelphia's water supply Is 
still very bad, it has a subway. 1 v J 

The dirt, untidiness, lack of unity of the American city were 
necessary aspects of its fantastic growth. No doubt corrupt muni- 
cipa pomes accounted for a good deal; so did the recent rural 
habits of most city-dwellers. But it was, above all, a case of priorities. 
Not every thing could be done at once. The cities were too busy 
growing not to sprawl. It is obvious that the Baltimore of Mr 
Mencken s and Mr. Christopher Morley’s boyhood must have been 
a charming place to live in, but on a hot day, the smells must have 

“ T *7™ f they StH1 d ° in P ,aces like Eait S t- Louis. 
the’ch?caLIf r th ng ^tons Indmnapohs; Tom Johnson’s Cleveland; 

llS0 Primftive in ! 71 ^ ^ ° f and dviC P llde Were 

Thl 7 g d m3ny WayS ’ Primitive but not Provincial, 

consequences are not merely agreeable for the city-dwellers 

S„r,r POrtant , f ? r the WOrld ' For •*“* '"courage the regional 

.0 ta C°hLr ? HoZood'r 1 V°h’"T ? rk 0 ‘ W a P shi„g T ,S o'evV.: 

g Holl ywood to find out what the American people are 
thinklnf’to?^v H'ff aS ma) I 56 th ' nking nothln g; great areas may be 

heie has been a great deal of integration. Radio with its national 
r commentators and newscasters; the movies with their influence 
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on the tastes of the multitude and their reflection of what highly paid 
rue -sin <T experts think the public wants; the national columnists. 

Indicated Fn newspapers and magarines all over the country; the 

lecturers teilins the same tale from Sandusky to San Diego, all 
thes/have made it easier to estimate what the American people 
think or will think. But they have not made irrelevant the important 
trmh that there arc no provinces, no areas ready to take a lead from 
a centre, no universally accepted body of makers and moulders of 

PU The meat° American cities have their own great newspapers, as 
the greatest British cities have. But there aie hundreds of S c v y 

Tvmers too ■ some of which may be more important in their area 

papers t . - ; t c “ T don't care what The Times 

than any metropolitan paper is in it.. _ , ;c »* 

said of me. I'm wailing to see what the Skibbereen Logie y . 
The Irish M.P. v.ho was being epigrammatic in London wou tave 

been uttcrine the merest platitude in Vv asnington. 

The local masnate is not often thinking ot how quickly he tan 
„et away to some region where his origin is little known and settle 
down as a country squire. It is true that once the connection \Mt 
the erass-roots is cut, he may do just that, but if he does he loses al 
nowvr and prestige in the region Irom which his fortune came. 

P More often he\md others like him will be the founders or bene- 
factors of local museums like the admirable one in Seattle 01 the 
magnificent one in Kansas City. The local universities. State or 
private the local municipal universities like those in Cincinnati or 
Louisville; new city universities like those in Detroit and Kansas 
City; these are centres of local pride, of local opinion, o oea 
controversy So are the local preachers, the local politicians. 

Sometimes, the prestige of the city outside its own ^ 

more or less accidental. It is certain that not many people v> cmid 
have heard of Rochester. Minnesota, it the Mayo brothers had n 
established their famous clinic in their home town The New 
Yorkers had to come to them as other New Yorkers had to go to 
Reno. Rochester. New York, owes a good deal otjts mportance 

to the munificence ol George Eastman who S a1 "- su t>ieet 

to the university, founded the great music school and ga^ a subject 

to Mr. Paul Morgan for The Fault of tnge/s. 

Literature reflects this healthy provincialism. Not only arc tncre 
good rcc nal novelises and poils but. odder still there ,s no taboo 
L fictional crime outside New York and ne.ghbourhood. Some 
of the best modern American crime stones ate K cate 
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on the tastes of the multitude and their reflection of what highly paid 
guessing experts think the public wants ; the national columnists, 
syndicated in newspapers and magazines all over the country; the 
lecturers, telling the same tale from Sandusky to San Diego; all 
these have made it easier to estimate what the American people 
think or will think. But they have not made irrelevant the important 
truth that there are no provinces, no areas ready to take a lead from 
a centre, no universally accepted body of makers and moulders of 
public opinion. 

The great American cities have their own great newspapers, as 
the greatest British cities have. But there are hundreds of small city 
papers too; some of which may be more important in their area 
than any metropolitan paper is in its. “I don’t care what The Times 
said of me. I’m waiting to see what the Skibbereen Eagle says.” 
The Irish M.P. who was being epigrammatic in London would have 
been uttering the merest platitude in Washington. 

The local magnate is not often thinking of how quickly he can 
get away to some region where his origin is little known and settle 
down as a country squire. It is true that once the connection with 
the grass-roots is cut, he may do just that, but if he does he loses all 
power and prestige in the region from which his fortune came 

More often he and others like him will be the founders or bene¬ 
factors of local museums like the admirable one in Seattle or the 
magnificent one in Kansas City. The local universities, State or 
private, the local municipal universities like those in Cincinnati or 
Louisville; new city universities like those in Detroit and Kansas 
City; these are centres of local pride, of local opinion, or local 
controversy. So are the local preachers, the local politicians. 

Sometimes, the prestige of the city outside its own region may be 
more or less accidental? It is certain that not many people would 
have heard of Rochester, Minnesota, if the Mayo brothers had not 
established their famous clinic in their home town. The New- 
Yorkers had to come to them as other New' Yorkers had to go to 
Reno. Rochester, New' York, owes a good deal of its importance 
to the munificence of George Eastman who gave great endowments 
to the university, founded the great music school and gave a subject 

to Mr. Paul Horgan for The Fault of Angels. 

Literature reflects this healthy provincialism. Not only are there 
wood regional novelists and poets but, odder still, there is no taboo 
on fictional crime outside New York and neighbourhood. Some 
of the best modern American crime stories are located round 



■>8 TUR aMER1CAN P V( *^ e e S beside his bed. 

them ii. Ihe morning. _ '“ c h „ f riv alry, are found awake, 

American citie:, iu die same p • produce uniformly good results 

not asleep. Th* nvaO' Cleveland and Cincinnati 

at ihe same t '”,V n f municipal reform simultaneously. But 

'“7 ly^ had^ts reforming zeal given fresh edge by the contemplate 
St'XM nval, which is the newest thtn^ ^ ^ and 
All people WHO have senou politicians and religionists, 

know that you must never forget that tlK A n ^ city , And 

a city dweller, is convinced thaUw fof exaraple , what the 

more and more he is rig ■ pn( j- ld was like before the Fie 

Chicago lake front, now ,'.j'c^dium were built on the slobland 
Museum, the Planeianun , He can remember 

between the Illinois Central tracks an ^ fantastic Pulaski 

what the Jersey marshes wetc over them . Sma let 

Skyway, like a vision oi • * ijt^e t he highly unfunctional sky- 

cities have similar souices o p » ^he ship canal that links 

scrapers of a city like Beaum . t ‘ e ’ H Long Bridge at Baton 
Houston to the Gulf of M , ^ capital, a source of opinions 

Rouge. Each city is, foi hs o\ . ^ rom Missouri,” it has ‘ got 

and taste. Each city and each og h it is worse, much worse 

to be shown,” and until it has been s ^ best peop)e in New 
than useless, to go on thj. basis th ^ United states is 

York or Washington kunk that y 1 nation of cities and of 

n0t and 'deltr^ot "ilhon square miles, and so t, must 
be hard to interpret and to u , crab the deeds and words 

when it is really un,w -* -1^ neighb The job of the 

feat th" Sst difficult job) ,s to hold together 

My 0 wn Manhattan with spires, and the sparkltng and hurrying 

The varied^nd^mpdeiand, the South and the North m the light, 

r \fet 11 g "p 8 ra“r-d with grass and corn. 

And ever the fai-spreading p persuasion 

To repeat, it is hard to do and rt as can be done and 

and not by coercion. But tor a g 

then. Oh, boy! 
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UNITY AND LIBERTY 

“May the Great Ruler of Nations . . . inspire a returnin'’ vuv-r in.a, , 

Union winch, if wc may dare to penetrate His designs He h s ^ 
only means ofattainine the hi«-h tUiini n to n'h, h ^ 11 

Proclamation of Preside,,, JaAsonlo ihe Pco n S of S.IJ.II OiX!I Si" V ' 

I 

!Jf framers of the American Constitution put as their first aim 
e provision of the political means to “a more perfec 

of all W i J? dld n0t a,m at perfect uni0| h at the iron in <;-o u 
dence OnTof ? | ,flerence ?’ the destruction of all regional indepen. 

the Constitution^ H rga T C ? ° f the movement that ,cd «o framing 

abobsh oca, autonomy. But the ideas of Alexander Ha mlh", " e 
so remote from any possibilities in the America of 1787 that hcv 

St the°ro° r ? P ° ,t£ ' y ign ° red by his »IN«« and Ha iti on 

Jett the Convention m disgust. When the Constitution wk I 
before the people, Hamilton was an effective lighter for it and * K ?h 1 

Bu hmt? 6 10 g«\lre ^hine ™‘ni g 

was not good enough, that what the United States „„tj 1 

complete union, the fusion of the thirteen states iY •, 
body politic, ncen sttUc;> la to a unitary 

Hamilton did not have hi<s w^\i Kut i*. 
way. For the weak federa goviramen thafwen't "f eSsaril >' ? % 
1789, like the strons federaf governmeS ^1 opera if n TmZV" 

if au that is to be don‘e ?s tocar^ onTaflbusi'ne^YtS Pe0P ' e • 
government loosely defined, Jo that ftey areYoTsm °,l federal 

best incLen&hTu £ nt&SS thlZ^i “ “ « 

R^resfmaUvel-andlhe 6 queston of “h t Se ““ te and 

majority of a SupS“ 

0 Q 
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the AMERICAN PROBLEM 

merit so organized must often be slow and uncertain in its action 
and sometimes be incapable of action or, at any rate, incapable or 
action in lime to meet the situation. The existence of an irreducible 
minimum of power in forty-eight states causes grave inconvenience, 
since it means that law and political practice vary from state to state. 
Ai'.cl some of those states arc small in area, or population, or both, 
some are also the results of historical accidents; some break up the 
natural unitv of geographical areas in a way to horrify a geopohticum 
or a political realist of the type that abolishes ancient European 
nations in a leading article. It is absurd that the empty mountain 
St ue of Nevada should both be able to make a good thing out of its 
lav divorce laws and hold ,1.0 United State* to ransom to buy us 
other main asset, silver, at an exorbitant price. It is absurd that 
the three counties that make up Delaware should be empowered to 
charier corporations to do business all over the Union on terms 
more profitable to the corporation’s controllers than to the body 
politic It is absurd that the New York harbour area should be 
under the control of three states and the federal government, or that 
the pride of Arizona should hold up, for years at a time, the develop¬ 
ment of water-power that southern California badly needs. 

But to cure these absurdities it would be necessary to impose on 
three million varied square miles a central authority strong enougi 

to suppress local objections and such a government * 

pretty free hand in deciding what local objections it decided to 
suppress Such a government would be too strong for local liberties 

“E the American people decided in 1789 and have kept on decidmg 
* 

"The standard of comparison we should apply to the degree of 
success with which the American people have achieved a more 
perfect union” is not that of a comparatively small, unitary country 
like Great Britain or New Zealand. We must look at countnes 
with something like the same problems of space to deal with . We 
must look at Russia, at Canada, at Brazil, at Austiaha. And t 
So look a, then., we stall find that the Soviet Un, on .with itscentra 
Russian mass and its control by the machine of the Conimums 
Party, or Brazil with its dictatorship, is, from the Am ®^J a P a nd 

Australia arc free buf not, by American standards umlcd Nu l u, 
for example, has dared to exercise in this war that-hist,f^ ,c f 1 

rC-viJe all over the world. Australia, at the moment, is in the throe- 
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of an attempted constitutional reform designed to give the federal 
government temporary powers adequate for the tunes. And Canada, 
despite the formal powers of its federal government, has had to 
allow Quebec to exercise a power of nullification that, in kind if not 
in extent, is like that claimed for Soutii Carolina by John C. Calnoun. 
South Africa, with a formally unitary government, is divided three 
ways by race conflicts, by bitter historical feuds, by possibly in¬ 
soluble economic and racial problems. Should the world demand for 
gold and political sermons fall off, the Union of South Africa might 
have to face, all over again, problems that optimists think were 
|*‘solved” in 1909. 

To have created a free government, over a continental area, 
without making a sacrifice of adequate efficiency or of liberty is the 
American achievement. It is a unique achievement in world history'. 

And because that achievement is tied up in fact and in legend 
with the Constitution, with the political system which makes" the 
Constitution work, with a long historical experience (long as modern 
political history goes), the American people are entitled to more 
than tolerance, they are entitled to sympathetic understanding in 
their worship of their own system of political and social institutions. 
And sympathetic understanding must begin with understanding of 
the obstacles to unity that faced and still face the People of the 
United States. 

“We the People of the United States, in order to form a more 
perfect Union, establish Justice, insure domestic Tranquillity, pro¬ 
vide for the common defence, promote the general Welfare, and 
secure the Blessings of Liberty to ourselves and our Posterity, do 
ordain and establish this Constitution for the United States of 
America.’ So runs the preamble to the American Constitution. 
When that Constitution w ? ent into operation in the grand climacteric 
year of 1789, the “more perfect Union” aimed at w T as the political 
and economic unity of thirteen states, stretched in a thin ribbon 
from Nova Scotia to Florida, bounded on all sides (on land) by the 
territories of King George in of England and King Charles IV of 
old and new' Spain. The more perfect Union now' covers the whole 
area from the Pacific to the Atlantic, three million square miles. The 
Spaniards no longer hold St. Augustine or the British Detroit, and 
no one, or practically no one, worries about threats to the territorial 
integrity of the Union from its Canadian or Mexican neighbours. 
The forty-eight states, as well as such outlying dependencies as 
Alaska (so near to Siberia), Hawaii (too near to Japan), Puerto Rico, 
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Guam, such linked political associa^ ^ ^ fas hion that would have 

Philippines, have been welc g lathers. No one now doubts the 

seemed miraculous to tne f ounding - 1 expe i the Japanese from 
durability of the Union or Us posver to P 

Manila or from Wake ls ^J- , » more perfect Union” has yet to 
But there is a sense m whic n o t t a un ity, are not yet 

be achieved, lor the Amencan \ _ com mon purpose, common stan- 

mingled m a true commum > ■ population of the United States 

da ids, mutual trust. ni ^ \ n ' or i« Ilt ^ French Huguenots had played 

a very important part m ll £ German settlers had played a 

colonies, especially m South Carol. .■ . in Pennsylvania and 

... ^ i n^nAVt Pint T)til l« Cb L/ v . , _ _ i n 


statistically more mipo «nt N ’ ^ d a ^ very important part in 
New Jersey. Dutch settlers hadl pu y ^ Yor k. There were 

what was once New N cthcrl;l1 '' 1 ^ “Scotch-Irish,” Ulster Presby- 
a good many Scots and still mo S ^ lrish ** like Genera 

terians. There were a fair There were a good 

Sullivan and Charles Carroll C as most dominant 

many Welsh, but although the Eng^h 

in New England, it was domman ^_y.^^ immigrants entered the 
In the nineteenth century, y r&me from parts of Europe that 

United States and increas » > > . tion c f the thirteen colonies. 

had contributed little to th p P y Constitution to-day, the 

It is doubtful if the ben^rjes^ ^ _ n a majorit y of cases the 

present “ People of the 1789 for w hose descendants 

posterity of the American people of 

liberty such thought was takei . f ent immigrant origin 

The three most important tacial gioup:3 that order> And 

are, at the moment, «ermans,^ 1 ndn ^ 3 ^- crsolVs friend, Philip 
although there \ieiv a ‘ , lhe p 0 \i s h leaders, Kosciuzsko 

Mazzei, in America, an ^ ^ - n dic American Revolution, 

and Pulaksi, played an impoit:at. Poles u nd no Italians m the 

there were, for all pracliea^ there were many Germans, 

United States of 17S9. And c ^ llke t hc Baron von Steuben, 

natives like M uhle ‘^ e ’S ^ small though not negligible "Minority, 
the Germans m 17M ^ ^ lhe Ught family names cast on Irish 

Anyone with a kn b Protestant America of 17&9, t 

history can see that, n^ nCCStry must have been Catholic. 

were many Irish v ' ho ^ 1 States in 1789 was above all Enghs.i 
But nevertheless, the United States m 

mid ProteslanL 
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In the centuiy and a half that has passed, there has been a creat 

work of assimilation acconinashed. No names could be more 

tho ou b hly Amei ican than Dwight Eisenhower, Chester Nimil/, 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt. In a Middle-Western town, a degree 

of unity is achieved that includes eveiwbody, no matter what Ihcir 

racial origin. Or almost everybody. For the Catholics, the Jews 

he Ne a ioes are still, to some extent, regarded as being outside 

the local community life, and so are the recent immigrants whose 

language, habits ot hie and economic status remind the spectator 

that it is less than a gcnciation since mass immigration stopped. 

So, too, are Southern poor whites, pushing north into the new 

industrial towns v.lieie the old time religion has to struggle hard 

and always unsuccessfully—to keep its place, where the coloured 

population (from a Southern point of view) has forgotten its place. 

and where so many aspects ot town lile, Ironi the curriculum of the 

high school to the standard diet, underline the difference between 

the rural “Anglo-Saxon,” Protestant South and the new America 

to which all the peoples of Europe have contributed blood and 
habits of life and speech. 

There is an apparent paradox in the contrast between the remark¬ 
able physical uniformity of American towns and their variations on 
the moral and psychological side. Outside the South and the far 
West the traveller getting off a train in the dark or driving into a 
own rom the airport, might well be in doubt as to what state, even 
what region he was in. The towns look remarkably alike. The red 
fronts of the “Great Atlantic and Pacific Tea Company” are com¬ 
mon to all. An expert in the distribution of the chain stores might 
guess something from the name above the “Five and Ten,” for it is 
omy m England that Woolworth’s is always Woolworth's The 

tte S eSl f ft! d V f ^ ^ banks ’ the neo * Gothic of the churches, 
the elegant brick and granite of the new post offices that Mr. Farley 

or YTrfttD lacking m local flavour. Is this Indiana, or Ohio, 

definable air of something that it would be unkind to call slowness 
and sometimes, too flattering to call leisure; in the West, the aridity 

on ihl p d fi Cap , e ’ the sem i-cowboy character of the male costume^ 

of the DODuhtii? 6 ’ t m geniahty 1 0f the cUmate and the exuberance 
the arrirmnt f n ? I ^. lt 8 lve a c * ue - ^ ut what is surprising is not 

million squaremller 110 ”^ 111 thC Unif ° rmit >' achieved over three 

But the physical uniformity conceals a good deal of racial variety. 
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10 X, P h id that block of church and school and convent is a 
In New England, that blocK o “rMmirK” of their “Anglo- 

c it a del inside which the Canai $ denationalizing 

.he ethos and the 

language of Quebec, h ^ thc j r Lutheran churches 

o,d ways they learned T s ; st complete cultural assimilation, 

and denominational collcg ^ ^ in the midst of 

Whole cities, like th and se em to the zealots of 

Detroit, are ruled by one racial ? luu P 

mere uniformity to be “ un-Amencan. t0 

But more common .s the y'™ v '" Street of Gedmnns borders 
live together in close conly 1 . • : and the Greeks are mingled 

on a street of Iris r, in '* '>” ' " ‘ , Gent ii e have to learn to get 

in school and ma seU “ ^ ^ that the problem of Amen- 

on togetnei. -t m u t - well-meaning eflorts of 

canization is most acute, . c -i in f ace 0 f the facts 

Rotary clubs and women s le ‘ gal fiction may be, there are 

rtatir—^om ^ 'old Stocks” down to the 
N I g ^ S are all Americans; from 

they have m common in spee 1 , mi . PP marks them all as much 

and posture, in ways of hfe and ^ American Finn than 

alike. The American Pole is ^ America denationalizes 

either is like a pure Pole or pure Linn. . 

quickly. Does it nationalize? “No” Then American 

4 At times, there is a temptation to say of ofl are all 

society seems like a pipe-line, m i ^ ^ ^ except at the 

moving in the same ducction, ^ common American refined 

-mg in from a dozen 

different sources. * m » r i C a or are accepted as 

Not all Americans are a hom tn A other cou „, r ies has 

first-class citizens. Fot America, no of freedom. 

SmpK deal with all of human hopes and feats. 



UNITY AND LIBERTY 


105 

Nor is this all. American unity has, in a sense, decreased as the 
original religious homogeneity of the thirteen states has been diluted 
by non-Protestant, non-Christian elements. America is now the 
capital of world Jewry, and anti-Semitism is one of the problems that 
perplex the wise American, Jew or Gentile, and tempt the demagogue, 
lay or clerical. In New York, the concentration of nearly two 
milli on Jews has made it possible to pretend to ignore, over the large 
areas where none but Jews live, that outside those areas there are 
present the elements of jealous hatred which are the standby of the 
anti-Semite. Whether Jew or Gentile is exclusively to blame is not 
a subject for inquiry here. “Restricted holiday camps” that exclude 
Jews are neither the cause nor the result of camps advertising 
“dietary rules strictly observed” that exclude Gentiles. There is 
anti-Semitism among the Negroes of Harlem, one “under-privi¬ 
leged” people set against another. And there is the old cleavage 
between the old, assimilated, modem-minded Jews and the mass of 


“Jews without money,” often bringing from the ghettoes of Poland 
the qualities bred in ghettoes which are not socially valuable in the 
modem world. Whether American Gentile society is so rich in 
social talent, in artistic taste and in intellectual power as to be able to 
afford, in the long run, the snobbish exclusiveness of so many clubs 
and fashionable suburbs is open to question. What is not open to 
question is the danger to American social and political life inherent 
in the exploitation of anti-Semitism by crypto-fascist organizations, 
as well as by bigoted devotees of peace and international brother¬ 
hood. Colonel Lindbergh may have only been obeying a memory of 
his father’s vehement intolerance when he hinted that the Jews "had 
better behave themselves (in the father’s case, it was the Catholics 
who were warned). But the priests and ministers and Senators and 
Congressmen who have, in the not very remote past, accepted, more 

willingly, the aid of rabid anti-Semites have a great respon¬ 
sibility before the American people and before the other minorities 
who will leam, if they do not know it already, that when American 
frontier mtolerance gets its head, it does not require much rational 
justification. The Poles in Detroit who treated the Negroes of 
Sojourner Truth as the Germans in Poland treat Poles; the"soldiers 
in Los Angeles who beat up the Mexican “zoot-suit” wearers; the 
woman who wanted the speaking of Spanish forbidden in Los 
Angeles; the Ku Klux Klan who came in to profit by the patho- 

wS? 1 S1 ! U f tl ° n , la ;S el y created b y Catholics in some Middle- 
Western states; the Protestants who, for whatever innocent motives 


UN.ITY AND LIBERTY 


107 


frontier by mi ssionaries like Emerson himself, than was New England 

religion in the more technical sense. 

The Anglicans and Presbyterians did a little better but not much; 
Bishop Chase and Kenyon College were very important forces in the 
civilizing of Ohio, but Bishop Chase was not Bishop Berkeley. 
Princeton was more of a religious power house for the South and 
West than Harvard and Yale were, but for too Ions Princeton 
College remained wedded to a sterile, old line orthodoxy that was 
unattractive to the ebullient temper of the frontier and curiously 
high and dry compared with the atmosphere of its Scottish academic 
parents. President McCosh was not quite adapted to the age of the 
two Cairds in Glasgow, or even Principal Tulloch and Principal 
Rainey in St. Andrews and Edinburgh. 

The old, humanistic culture of the South had died; it lacked the 
moral energy that the frontier situation called for. And when a 
Congressman objected to the purchase of Jefferson’s library bv 
Congress, on the ground that it contained too many books by 
Voltaire, he was expressing a popular opinion. Only the immense 
prestige of Jefferson could have secured protection for his ideas and, 
as it was, his new University of Virginia had to abandon its original 
plan of employing Thomas Cooper, that dangerous deist. 

Religion became a matter of conduct, of good deeds, of works 
with only a vague background of faith. It became highly functional, 
highly pragmatic; it became a guarantee of success, moral and 
material. The world of which Henry Ward Beecher on one side 
and Colonel Ingersoll on the other w r ere such representative speci¬ 
mens was not quite the world of Harnack and Renan, Newman, 
Liddon, Gore, Loisy, Denifle, Denny. Theological schools turned 
from theology to a form of anthropology', a moralistic and optimistic 
form, but anthropology' all the same. The ‘‘proper study of mankind 

is man” was the evasion by which many American divines escaped 
the necessity for thought about God. 

In the twentieth century, this policy suddenly ceased to be ade- 
quate. The fight over “fundamentalism,” whether it took the form 
of the so-called “monkey trial” at Dayton, Tennessee, or the listing 
of evolution as one of the serious causes of stress betw een 
daughters and parents in Muncie, Indiana, or the fmht in the 
Princeton Theological Seminary over the place of orthodox Calvin¬ 
ism m the last home towm of Jonathan Edwards, was a fight over a 

yjy rea ) P ro blem. In the making of America, views about the 
relationship of God and Man had played a great part. If the God 
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frontier by missionaries like Emerson himself, than was New England 
religion in the more technical sense. & 

The Anglicans and Presbyterians did a little boiler but not much; 
Bishop Chase and Kenyon College were very important forces in the 
civilizing of Ohio, but Bishop Chase was not Bishop Berkeley. 
Princeton was more of a religious power house for the South and 
West than Harvard and Vale were, but for too Ion, Pnnemon 
College remained wedded to a sterile, old line orthodoxy that was 
unattractive to the ebullient temper of the frontier and curiously 
high and dry compared with the atmosphere of its Scottish academic 
parents. President McCosh w as not quite adapted to the age of the 

two Cairds in Glasgow-, or even Principal Tulloch and Principal 
Ramey in St, Andrews and tdinbur^h. 

The old, humanistic culture of the South had died; it lacked the 

moral energy that the frontier situation called for. And when a 

Congressman objected to the purchase of Jefferson's library by 

Congress on the ground that it contained too many books by 

Voltaire, he was expressing a popular opinion. Only the immense 

prestige of Jefferson could have secured protection for his ideas and. 

as it was, his new University of Virginia had to abandon its original 

plan of employing Thomas Cooper, that dangerous deist § 

Religion became a matter of conduct, of good deeds of works 

with only a vague background of faith. It became highly functional 

highly pragmatic; it became a guarantee of success moral and 

matenal. The world of which Henry Ward Cher on r^e fide 

and Colonel IngersoU on the other were such representative speci- 

mens was not quite the world of Harnack and Renan Newman 

Liddon, Gore, Loisy, Denifle, Denny. Theological schools turned 

from theology to a form of anthropology, a moralistic and optimistic 

form, but anthropology all the same. The "proper study of Mankind 

man was the evasion by which many American divines escancd 
the necessity for thought about God ped 

daughters and parents in Muncie, Indiana, or°the tr fiaht betW d" 
rinceton Theological Seminary over the place of ortlindny r\ ^ 

ry real problem. In the making of America views qhvf 

relationship of God and Man had played a great’p™. I? fte God' 
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a r^f tiip frontier who had converted 

of the first settlers, and th ^ G ° d ^traw pens of so many camp 
so many tens of thousands in the s’ v P universities , of the new 

meetings, was no longer t ie ? Could anything replace Him 

technology, what was . P “ 0 biect of worship, or business, or 
but “Democracy made * knows vet 

success? Nobody knew; ’ y beC ause it weakened an 

And this conflict hindered■ ^™A\oA Protestant world 

old bond of understanding it n - There were, for example, 

millions of non-Protcstanis -fn - torn aW ay from the ways 

the poor Jews, T ^^n^heUot^but not provided with new ways 

of life by an Ament. - ^ Jewish immigration moved into a 

earlier Portuguese and _> confident of its aims and standards, 
society which was tai n . , cre orthodox, they were moving 

As far as the J f. vlsh m yr> NV Uh them a common literary inheritance. 

into a society which shatct the j r children not merely by 

Americans whose P iirLnt * ‘ h , m but by rare biblical names 
common biblical names i ‘ e founders of the Baltimore Sun, 

knew something about the Jews, 1 e P not possible a generation 

understanding of the synagogu ‘ had forgotten the Old 

or two later. ^ had beclme Earls and 

Testament and when daiusna 

Miltons. . ,-niintenance of a nearly complete 

Of more importance was the .. g of the American people 

barrier between the non- p chile the Jewish immigrants in the 

and the Catholic sixt t- orthodoxy behind in a generation or 

nvi, a very large propont*n of the „ Amcr ; c 

Catholic orthodoxy. 1 hete were, ... g The uprooting of the 

Catholic families like You'whoksale is a special Jewish 

shady hero of I C ii f _ c n xyav ot life for a Chicago 

case, of which Mr. Farrell s puts N , r o re -, se r's pursuit of a 

Irish boy brought up as a Cat w1 . a$ a Catholic, are 

way of life lor an Indiana vjeinw 

more attractive examples. - t point of view, the Catholic 

But from the political . voU(nt arv or involuntary. It is to be 
problem is one ot segiega 1 - England, especially round 

seen in its most stiming c now settled there for a century 

Boston where «« ’™1 > pop'> • Moulder and is often represented 
or more, still eames .i enn 
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in public by too noisy spokesmen who would quickly be taught 
their place in Dublin. It is reflected in an attitude to the culture of 
the modem world that startles any European observer and, in 
private, provokes hostile comment that recalls the atmosphere of a 
society in which anti-Semitism is beginning to be a real danger. 

There is the memory on the one side of the hard life in the mills, 
of the poor bargaining position in which their illiteracy, their 
poverty and their inexperience of the industrial world left the first 
Irish immigrants. There is, on the other side, the memory of the 
excessive pugnacity, even when sober, of the newcomers, as w ell as 
of the social problems created in what had been a homogeneous 
society by the arrival of hundreds of thousands of people with a 
different economic and social background and a different religion. 

W w 

This last difference was and is more important than it suits either 
side to admit. There is a real conflict of traditions. The New 


Englanders saw themselves as pioneers of religious freedom and, 
though a few Quakers like Whittier might have their doubts and a 
few domestic critics like the Adams family might see the picture a 
little out of focus, in general this view of the past was accepted. 
But to the incoming Irish it was very different. The old Bostonians 
were the people who burned down the Charlestown convent, in part 
because of the stirring preaching of orthodox divines like Lvman 
Beecher. They w'ere the people who welcomed the happy combina¬ 
tion of religious propaganda and pornography known as Maria 
Monk. They were the heirs of the Puritan and Whig tradition in 
England. Cromwell w r as one of their heroes—and "for the Irish 
Cromwell was the man of the Drogheda massacre and of the 
Hitlerian slogan “To Hell or Connaught." The Irish remembered 
the breach of the Treaty of Limerick, while the New Englanders 
remembered the Revocation of Edict of Nantes which gave" Boston 
Uie Revere family. The more enlightened and learned New 
Englanders were capable of sharing Voltaire's indignation over the 
execution of Calas, he Irish were more likely to remember Oliver 
Plunkett, Archbishop of Armagh, judically murdered by the nartv 
whose greatest ornaments w r ere Isaac Newton and John Locke. 

So admirable a man as John Jay Chapman acted more like a New 

inflnp Dde l N r Yorker ’ when he tried to teach the Bible and 

s aw the religious history of modem times (as far as thev knew 

anything of it) from a different view-point from that whic 
naturally to a Huguenot. And if thev ih ra „ir J, ' „ " 1 








n° t m: ameRIC an PR of their fathers 

teaching, it was because, t ^ sub j ccte d to the most 

and mothers, the Ca rde£d 0 f conversion by famine, 

formidable <avgomiac < o <• > ,, j s n0 evidence that John Jay 

They may have out X he was so coldly received any 

Chapman ever tried to fir p rotesUm t do to-day. 

more than the publisher , bad had a muc h easier time than 
Even the German Cat 101, . of nUlc h sympathy when 

the Irish, had not been th ® J ? ts in jail with the approval of 

Bismarck put their lNl P-J really aclUe ones like ’Walter 

the Liberals of the: hm P mu J h real enthusiasm among 

Bagehot. And no Cat io ic j n the sta tes of Vera Cruz 

liberals for the cause o k ig| ^ Mexican revolution. Nor did 

the araument that the Mexican ^^olics ^^ ^ ^ same 
treatment innpre» them as ■am ^ J defenders of Hitler.an 

argument pleased hbuais in u 

persecution of the Jews-oi Ca • of himself aS being 

The average African Catliolic^^ s ^ as being a victim 

on the side of the Inquisi , the Brooklyn Tablet , 

of persecution. The tone o c Pm ^ r j s there all the same, 
strongly suggests that the inquiM M Brooklyn T((bkt m0 re 

but the Manhattan liberal pi^ ^ for exampk , a mistake 

ammunition than its direct ‘ led 0 f fascist leanings, sign 

to launch an attack on a d forcet to give the priest 

the attack with . marked^ ^ a ^ if you want 
the customary title of bath • have much more 

to win intelligent Catholics, thcir co -religionists in Spam 

control over and more teapoy ^ «^t ^ of serpent- 

or Boston than Union Scmmaiy nas 

handling Protestant zealots in s there. The Catholic policy of 
Whatever the causes the ban ^ * funds) schoo ls of all grades 

supporting (entirely out o ^ ,- essinff t0 be in competition with 

and colleges and univelblt1 , in ^ vers itics! has led to grave suspicion 
the great state and p nw L ^ .. _ D |-^ticaHy till the teachers 

among the non-Catholies. uwv ^ in pjew England, New 

in Catholic schools aic C. ’ 0 riion of the teachers in 

York, Chicago, they P 10N ^ ) P a | cll o 0 ls as well, they seem, at 

considerable expense to t vnsUvts lo^ ^ ^ a New England 
children and inlluenung c *- - ous be feeling if it is suspected 

town like Holyoke, it may cans, serious ut 
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that appointment and promotion in the public schools is under 

Catholic control since, as far as eccloMaMical authority prevails, 

there will be no Catholic cuildren in those schools. Of course, this 

clerical ideal is never readied and the Protestant would-be teacher 

in New England is better o!i than the Catholic would-be teacher 

in rural Kansas or Georgia. She has a chance of get tine a job, 

the Catholic has none. But since the Protestant tradition is native 

and the Catholic tradition exotic, the grievance is very differently 
felt. * ' 

Catholic suspicion. Catholic resentment. Catholic conviction that 
they will not get fair play produce an indifference to influencing 
public opinion that is bad for the democratic process. The Catholic 
spokesmen appealing to their own people are victims to the American 
passion for oratory and vehement public polemics. There is not 
much in common between tue controversial methods of Cardinal 
Newman and Monsignor Fulton .Sheen, not to mention Father 
Brophy, Father Coughlin, etc. The American public, the American 
politician, the American newspaper has to allow for Catholic opinion 
because there are so many Catholics, not because Catholic opinion 

has any interest as such. And Catholics do not explain nearly as 
often as they denounce and deplore. 

Even if they did explain more, they might not do it v ery well, for 
the Catholic church in America is still, in the main, a church of 
poor people not interested in refinements of doctrine or apologetics. 
Thus when an American seminary professor was asked to contribute 
to a co-operative Catholic work of learning published in England, 
his contribution was so old-fashioned that it would have caused a 
mixture of amusement and distress in the Catholic faculties of his 
ancestral home in Germany. Not thus did the theologians and 
exegetes of Bonn or Freiburg or Munich write. The English editors 
had, m fact, to scrap the volume and get it rewritten. And it is 

. .. _ , many Irish-American bishops would 

appoint (if they could find one) so learned and critical a Hebrew 
scholar as Dr. Kissane to a chair in one of their seminaries He is 

sound enough to be President of Maynootli, but is that enough for 
American Catholicism? b 

It is unfortunate, then, that the American Catholics are, by their 
training, so ready to suspect the worst of their neighbours and that 
their neighbours suspect the worst of them. On the one hand the 
politicians, priests and publicists see infidel, Moscow-fed hands 
clutching everywhere, on the other, more Americans than are quite 
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conscious of it have fed on the mythology to which Mr. Upton 
Sinclair used to lend assent. 

It is especially a strain in the field of foreign policy. For there a 
real conflict of policy, of prudence, of judgment of the realities may 
be made impossible by Catholic suspicion on one side, by Protestant 
suspicion on the other. A policy which, whatever its motives, may 
end in the destruction of the possibility of Catholic life in Poland for 
instance, or the physical destruction of Rome, will be seen very 
differently by those who care for Catholicism and for Rome and 
those who don’t. The American Catholic, with a good deal of naivety 
tends to make the attitude of a foreign government to the Catholic 
Church a touchstone of its decencv, as Jew s do the treatment of 
Jew r s. When he is rebuked for this often very unrealistic attitude, 
when a Catholic institution like the great football college of Notre 
Dame gets rid of Professor MacMahon because of his critical views 
of General Franco, Protestant suspicion of American Catholics is 
increased. Not many Protestants in such a naturally scornful and 
suspicious frame of mind remember that Notre Dame is in Indiana, 
which is not far from the home state of the five Sullivan brothers 
who went down in the Juneau. And Indiana, twenty-odd years 
ago, was governed by the K.u KIux KJan bent on saving America 
for the Herrenxolk, “White, Gentile Protestants,” the only real 

American citizens. 
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I N all democratic countries there is a fashionable readiness to 
sing “frustrate their politics, confound their knavish tricks. It 
is not to be taken too seriously, either as a judgment or as an 
expression of popular sentiment. Indeed, it is one ot the attractions 
of a democratic society that it gives a place to the natural human 
emotion of critical resentment by the ruled of any pretension to 
infallibility in the rulers. A democratic society is one in which the 
“populace rise at once against the never-ending audacity of elected 
persons.” And although the Longo case suggests that Whitman 
might have been unwise to try anything of the kind in Frank Hague s 
Jersey City, in general the American, if he does no more than deflate 

his rulers by irony, does that. 

But however pleasant and reviving this practice may be to the 
irritated if not oppressed citizen, it conceals from the superficial 
and cynical observer some important truths. Above all it conceals 
the truth that the United States was made by politicians. It was a 


comparatively small group of politicians who organized the popular 
rising against the authority of George III. And some ot those 
political leaders, Sam Adams for instance, might not have been 
totally at a loss in Mr. Crump’s Memphis, Mr. Hague's Jersey City, 
or Mr. Pendergast’s Kansas City (before this last statesman had 
to go to the penitentiary). It was a group of politicians who created 
the demand for the new Constitution, who drafted it, who made it 


work. It was a group of politicians round one of their number, 
Alexander Hamilton, who provided the new Union with adequate 
finan cial resources and powerful vested interests; it was a group 
round another and more capable politician, Jefferson, who provided 
the necessary diplomatic and constitutional facilities for the rapid 
expansion of the American farmer to the West. It was politicians 
who postponed the outbreak of the Civil War and it was one 
politician, at that time a rather obscure one, more or less accidentally 
elected to the office of President, who decided that the Southern 
states should neither be allowed to secede peacefully nor to stay in 
the Union on their own new and, as President Lincoln thought, 
exorbitant terms. 

Indeed, the role of the American politician and pariy is best 
exemplified by the history of the years leading up to the outbreak 
1 113 
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r-.r ilie Civil War It was not until the parties began to break down , 
tfVlSe Whl« ^appeared and .he Democrats were torn b y schism 

that civil war became practically certain. When in 1 86 ° V* 6 e 

Ocmomls rerusecl to accept Stephen Douglas as the party candidate 
when the Dou-las Democrats in the North refused to admit the 
rmht of the South to veto the will of the majority of the party the 
cat became really desperate. Churches teamed softies. .dg* 

*.£ S tten Senator Sumner of Massachusetts first attacked 
sencuor Butler of South Carolina with virulent rhctonc^and was 
then nearly beaten Lo death by Represcnut ive eminent 

•"eolous and murderous land-speculator, John Brown sktw hut 

enemies and. a year or two later, was captured by Colonel Robe ^ 

Lee when he tried to instigate a servile war in X ® ? t l* North But 
w-.s an assassin to the South, a martyr to much of the North mu 

not till the Democratic politicians could no lo £S®f ’ Refused to 

accept compromise on the fundamental issues_ was aU ^ & 

What the politicians could not do no one cov „^. commonwealths 

of the parties. North and South, that made the problem of r 

It may be argued that before the Civil War, the mam direction of 

American policy was in the hands of the Supieme out • ‘ was 

h was the Court alone had the continuous authority that was 

needed. But the Court succeeded as far as it was P ol £' ca ? rea t es t 
and wisely politically minded. It had to remember what its S rea 
Nhe, said: “We must never forget, that it is a consnruno, we are 

CX When 1 'the' Supreme Court disregards the implications of this 
famous dictum of Chief Justice Marshall and either takes refuge in 

and^ l < 937)for*pkiys ^politics .00 <jp.nl,. and usu^s 

other depaitments 01 ^ t ln( jiv strained and its 

inri\ a m^rirnn reverence ior the t^ourt is lhiui) 

utimy diminished. And utility is the justifientian for the Court as 

i, is f or Congress and Hie President; all must contribute to the unity 
1 , 11 tiSTS^K^^P ifles one aspect of politics that th. 
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pedantic purist often condemns, the catering to minority croups 
In the Supreme Court itself, it is politically necessary that there 
should be at least one Catholic and one Jewish justice, that the 
5>outh and West should be represented and that die Court should 
not be exclusively of one party. This is desirable bacau-e justice 
must seem to be done, not merely be done. It does not mean that 

Ul dlVlde 011 thcsc ,incs - The present radical minority 
of the Court consists ot one Catholic from Michigan, one forma- 

member ot the Ku klux Klan from Alabama and one ex-Vale Law- 

School professor from the State of Washington, all Democrats, 

joined from time to time, by a former Republican Attorney-General 

rom New \ ork, now Chief Justice of the United States by appoint¬ 
ment of President Roosevelt. * 11 

thC P ract ical politician has to -seed” his 
pi , \ a ^ bo1 b ' nds of offices. In a polyglot city like 

are renit 0 1 mUSt SCe that a11 ini P orta ' 11 nmional groups 

in solSnritv r P ° S " b y f a l0SS of formal cflkicnc V* at a gain 
naturthtt T ° ISn ° rC the , Sam 1S t0 'S norc simple facts of human 

critics 6 Fnr p e ISn c, red at Versa,ilcs ’ except by mere academic 
or aldermt n r" ° f “ S,0Va . k t0 sce one of his as a judge 

democr^v ht ?° nsrcssman ,s t0 bc read >" *o believe that American 

™chCe e r £ '° ? >nk ! kU «** *" 4 mony 

this ,!,L y I ha American P«°pi'-s. The polil,cans have done 
The generous nol> y , and tlUn olher dass ° r Americans. 

Amer a As ^ °ST *** KtK madefcd saubb ^ in 
of the old New p r «T E ' 01 NOr, .°'’ P °‘ med ° Ut ’ Ihe hau S hl >' attitude 
nohHcal ;„H E "?' and t r f t0 . the lrish immigrants was bad fo, the 
conM k social health ot Massachusetts. But the politicans 

the forces that were't ^ 'L' B ™ h ™" s - llcn O' Adants might ignore 

the State J Q u "' c y Ada ms II, the Democratic leader of 

friend of Henfv Adam”' Nc ' lh f. could lhe ambitious pupil and 

emergencies n i,h r n y0llnE Mr ' Eodge. For he needed, in 
mergence, enough Irish votes to offset the influence of politicians 
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like Patrick ColUns Na ^"t| 0 b r ut L ° h d e ?e we're vSlote won over by 
iffiS of the B 'j“''ndtsslesirable result of this culti- 

Of course, there was another and tes «sira ^ ^ , 9)9> 

vanon of "'""f f;°“f radaUuinorities in America made the 

difficult. And it is true that raoa Negroes care 

views of the American P cc |P e “ f Englan( i j s no t what it was, 

about Abyssinia. The 1 American Poles are less 

but it has not c011 JP c e y ^Uectuals tell them about Russia 
likely to believe all that the ljtidans know a ll this, have to 

than are Ameucan Czech . P ■ ^ Eur0 pe, where there 

allow for all this. It may m ^ kc t ! the P flH70M r propre of competing 
arc no sk.llcd «jpu hdoreto rip*** «™J> J ^ a „ ything 

in Chicago and they reasonably doubt ^ ^ indispensable 

Warsaw. But in the meantime y b concessions, 

job of making minor concessions often very ^ ^ Polish . 

sometimes corrupt concessions ‘ P d Americans and 

Americans and German-Amencans into goo 

reliable voters legislature have their quota of members 

who represent special in f T e P likely> f or instance, to share 

(he feelings of ^oZrSsm" Managerial Revo- 

the executives of the gre P where the pleasing semi- 

lution" has not yet J(pc ,d nC t being open to aU 

fiction of the carec, of eeonom,^^, p ^ Congress by having 

has still many believeis. ‘ vbat the voters wanted, while 

something that the voters wanted . prescribed, is not be to 

neglected all the same. T1 f h ^ ecyrettab ie P but it is a fact to be 

choose the spokesmen they certain that it is so often 

deplored, but not ignored. It is not even 

s x; h ;r 

Ihccause of^eclVnfof despair which, in face of any other Amcncan 
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failure, would be premature and absurd. The South is what the poor, 
feud-ridden, historically unfortunate countries of the borderlands 
between Germany and Russia are in Europe. It is poor, it is back¬ 
ward, its private troubles irritate the rest of an optimistic people. 
It has its own version of the common tongue; it is statistically 
inferior in a statistically minded people; in the great national crisis 
that saved the Union, it was the enemy. But the main Southern 
problem is the colour problem. It is unhealthy for the South that 
over a third of its inhabitants are debarred, with more or less 
legality, from full legal rights. It is unhealthy for the South that law 
is too often defied by lynching and that law is often more odious 
than lynching, adding hypocrisy to murder. It is unhealthy that the 
colour question should force on the South a denial, in practice, of 
the American political religion of equality, pay such rewards to 
demagogues and put such temptations in the way of honest men. 

All intelligent Southerners, all Southerners whose sectional 
patriotism has any relationship to the problems of this age and is 
not purely archaic, know that unless the economic, educational, 
social and moral level of the Southern Negro is rapidly raised, the 
South must continue poor and backward. But to assert this (as so 
many Southern whites have discovered) is to be dubbed a “Nigger 
Lover.” And under abusive epithets of this kind and freely offered 
tributes to Southern womanhood, the real prob lems of the South 
are kept off the agenda of politics. When the South Carolina 
legislature goes on record in 1944 as being against “co-mingling 
of the races upon any basis of equality as un-American" and 
solemnly pledges its collective life to maintaining white supremacy, 
“whatever the cost,” it undoubtedly speaks for most Southerners. 
But more modem-minded Southerners, in more modern States than 
South Carolina, would prefer not to fight on the issue presented by 
the resolution. For it does not do to announce that you will fight, 
“whatever the cost,” on an issue like raising the average wage of 
Negro teachers from the present $70 a month to the white teacher’s 
$90. It is after all an economy, not a cost, and perhaps the Palmetto 
State’s very moderate standard of remuneration for its white teachers 

is in part a result of the determination to keep Negro teachers in 
their place. 

It is a problem, too, affecting the whole nation, that the general 
“Anglo-Saxon” colour prejudice, so great a political handicap in a 
world overwhelmingly “coloured” and no longer in awe of the 
white man’s murderous magic, should be reinforced by what is often 
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obviously pathological Southern version of it. And 

tensions, the contrast between American P r0l ’ 11 “ s ■' ‘ 

performance, the justifiable Negro convict,on tha talk about race 

„ labour at least as much as by Amencan cap ta make the 

itii-i,ion more damierous even than it was befoie. It is no wonder 
situation mom ua r tbe breac i b 

it* Cf . nvmv aood Americans, or ooui iocvn, uj ^ 

and Jefferson's ominous prophecy his renection on 

national sin of slavery and on the justice of God. He trembled to 

lU Th'^South'naturally and rightly, resents the view that it created 
i r >m h.-v-niv* of its own onsmal sin. Not only \sas me sm 
l ’i,i sS buf .fanner in whiclCstascry was abolished made a 

nat ' C i ' , • i ,, kpd u-is terriblv dithcult. almost insoluble. The 

slaves 2 were 1 freed bv the military defeat of all the whites not just a 
u rlnss of nristcs That emancipation did not mcruly turn, 
nhntalien owners. U disorganized the Southern economy at a time 

wnen all Southune , d uck ^ Nofth behaved W ith far 

long, wasteful and ‘ ‘ s of Versailles, and it 

mrir p pi-nnomic ruthlessness man me viuji. _ 

, • fb e name of the “Reconstruction,” the rule of emanc- 
imposed, in the name oi “Scalawags") and imported 

patod Have., . . : b The ir governments were not 

adventurers, the earpei na t L - y , • ( mj rfe a SO me 

... ;n, mm'li more corrupt than those which atmetea sum 
necessai V , t bmc bu t they were far beyond 

Northern South. The North could get along 

11 0 'r or runt and wasteful governments that did nothing but plunder 
lhf Sm ' Sul tte South needed positive government and it 

an alibi It was given a reason for being permanently sorry for itself 
like Ireland and Cumany >t was r 1 from assessin g its 

V at share in its troubles. Only to-day is the South slowly accepting 
the fact that the sins of “damn \ankees a pp ) co 

n °Vhe t \v?iUc°s a or^ naercly^united by a common tragic 

^ • |. i vl ,i •u-nuiied from that experience a new order of 

T'Tu « ihc res. of the United States In 

T c rocs were nearly all soldiers. With the exception 

1 r'M^dftbrson in Virginia, the southern pantheon was a soldier s 
of Mr. Jelkison in vn t n ‘ Henry or Tom Watson, could 
icirmle. No politician, not I atriek Henry 
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an obviously pathological Southern version of it. And war-time 
tensions, the contrast between American promises and American 
performance, the justifiable Negro conviction that talk about race 
mixture and the like is a cover for economic exploitation, by Ameri¬ 
can labour at least as much as by American capital, make the 
situation more dangerous even than it was before. It is no wonder 
that so many good Americans, of both races, try to heal the breach, 
and take to heart Jefferson's ominous prophecy, his reflection on the 
national sin of slavery and on the justice of God. He trembled for 
his country; so do they. 

The South, naturally and rightly, resents the view that it created 
the problem because of its own original sin. Not only was the sin 
national, but the manner in which slaver}' was abolished made a 
problem which, at best, was terribly difficult, almost insoluble. The 
slaves were freed by the military defeat of all the whites, not just a 
small class of masters. That emancipation did not merely ruin the 
plantation owners, it disorganized the Southern economy at a time 
when all Southerners, black and white alike, were impoverished by a 
long, wasteful and lost war. The victorious North behaved with far 
more economic ruthlessness than the victors of Versailles, and it 
imposed, in the name of the “Reconstruction," the rule of emanci¬ 
pated slaves, local renegades (the “Scalawags") and imported 
adventurers, the “carpet-baggers." Their governments were not 
necessarily much more corrupt than those which afflicted some 
Northern cities and States at that time, but they were far beyond 
the means of the impoverished South. The North could get along 
with corrupt and wasteful governments that did nothing but plunder 
the treasury. But the South needed positive government and it 
could not get it. Worst of all, the South did get that damnable gift, 
an alibi. It was given a reason tor being permanently sorry for itself, 
like Ireland and Germany, it was given a permanent excuse for all 
internal weaknesses and faults, it was excused from assessing its 
own share in its troubles. Only to-day is the South slowly accepting 
the fact that the sins of “damn Yankees” and “uppity niggers’ are 

not enough to account for all Southern troubles. 

The white South w'as not merely united by a common tragic 
experience. It had acquired from that experience a new order of 
values that it did not share with the rest of the United States. In 
the South, the heroes were nearly all soldiers. With the exception 
of Mr. Jefferson in Virginia, the southern pantheon was a soldier s 
temple. No politician, not Patrick Henry or Tom Watson, could 
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tender of mere seniority, too tolerant of voices from the past. It 
would not matter if the Senate were a land of faery: 

Where nobody gets old and godly and grave, 

Where nobody gets old and crafty and wise. 

Where nobody gets old and bitter of tongue. 


But it is not. And the Senate may seem lacking in simple, optimistic 
faith to commentators who are too well provided with it. The 
Senate, however, exists to be sceptical. It has never died as a cor¬ 
porate body, never been dissolved, never lost continuity since 1789. 
It has seen many more than four-and-twenty leaders of revolt and 
has seen a good many of them settle down to very unrevolutionary 
ways in the Senate. The Senate waits till it sees if the American 
people is off on a real campaign, or on one of those short-distance 


crusades for which “Mr. Dooley ” noted his countrymen’s addiction. 

It is this attitude of watchful waiting that earns the Senate such 
hostile criticism when it is applied to problems of international 
relations. For no treaty can be ratified without a vote of two-thirds 
of the Senate “present and voting,’’ and that means, in practice, that 
thirty-three Senators, possibly from what are called the “acreage 
States,” the more or less empty' commonwealths of the West plus a 
few others, may hold up an international programme approved bv 
the overwhelming majority of the American people, advocated by 
the President of the time and eagerly awaited by that large part of 
the outside world that would follow an American lead if one were 



# The lon g> exhausting and apparently endless delavs of the 
Senate’s procedure in such cases, not merely exhaust the* patience 
and energy of the American voter who may decide it is less laborious 
to let the whole project drop than to attempt to convert the irredu¬ 
cible minority of the Senate, but have a natural if deplorable effect on 
the outside world. It comes, after a time, to the frame of mind of 
the man m the American hotel bedroom who heard another guest, 
m the room above, drop one shoe on the floor. He waited and 
waited and waited till his patience was exhausted, then called out, 
amn you, drop that other shoe.” At that stage the Stat 
ment has, regretfully, to inform the world that the United 
no other shoe as the Senate has refused to concur in , 
negotiated with such anguish by the President and by the 
states less well provided with constitutional safeguards. 

it mmuTbiT ‘ he SeM 7 m . inorit >' may use or abuse its prerogative, 
it must be borne in mind that then* ic nn ^ 
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treaty binding the United States constitutionally and morally. 
Constitutionally, because no treaty has ever been invalidated by the 
Supreme Court, and it is a doctrine of the Court that, wi thin very 
wide and undefined limits, a treaty creates the necessaiy powers 
which it calls for. No “gentlemen’s agreement,” no “executive 
agreement,” no “joint resolution” can do that. And still more 
important, no substitute for a treaty can bind the consciences and 
coerce the wills of the American people. 

There are drawbacks to this situation, but it has to be accepted 


that it is far more useful to get a limited treaty with the United 
States than the most promising, vague and undefined substitute for a 
treaty. The treaty will certainly be more limited, more cautious, 
less inspiring. But it will be valid and lasting. Nothing else will be. 
The problem of international organization is naturally seen by 
Americans in the light of their own experiment and experience. 
They know how political institutions grow in directions unforeseen 
by their makers. Few of the Founding Fathers would recognize 
to-day and probably only one, Hamilton, would like the federal 
government as it has grown to its present predominance. It was 
against such growth that the South fought the Civil War. Under the 
shadow of the Union, the States have shrunk in authority and 
prestige and no amount of wishful oratory will ever give them back 
that sovereignty and prestige that they owned yesterday. This process 
has been beneficial, inevitable (as that word is loosely used), irrever¬ 
sible. But it involved a great civil war testing the principle, as Lincoln 
put it when the war was drawing to a close, whether any govern¬ 
ment not too strong for the liberties of its people, can be strong 
enough to maintain its existence in great emergencies.” The issue 
was already decided; the government of the United States could 
maintain its existence. But John C. Calhoun, had he lived to see 
that issue decided, would have asserted that the Civil ar 
proved that such a government would be too strong for the liberties 
of the States—a view which his successor in the United States Sena e. 


“ Cotton Ed ” Smith, presumably shares. _ 

Only if an American leader or leaders can persuade the American 
people—and the Senate—that the fears of John C. Calhoun, however 

justified, must be defied, that the caution % X 

underwritten by the United States. That ho P e ^L^ a ^ 

_-*i_ __nf crp+tin** the American people, m its consu 
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creation of the Federal Reserve System, the establishment of the 
eight-hour day on the railways. But once the requisite statutory 
authority was given, the application of the new powers was fairly 
simple and comparatively uncontroversial. 

But in the modern crisis, administration is nine-tenths of the law. 
This cannot be helped. Rigid definition of every possible case before 
the event merely paralyses the Administration; it does not add to the 
authority or prestige of Congress. Indeed, by creating bottle-necks, 
it may take away from the prestige of Congress, for it is often 
forgotten, both on Capitol Hill and around the White House, that 
a loss of prestige by one branch of the government does not neces¬ 
sarily add to the prestige of another branch; it may simply lessen 
the hold of the whole political process on the imagination of the 
American people. 

The Representative and still more the Senator is put on a spot. 
If he insists on hogging the limelight and opposing at length the 
legislative proposals of the Administration, he may be charged, 
often rightly, with holding up the measures necessary for the promo¬ 
tion of the general welfare. If he agrees to the Administration’s 
proposals, he is accused of being a rubber stamp. If he investigates 
administrative mistakes or follies, he is accused of locking the stable 
door. If he replies to these criticisms by spontaneous action, by 
highly publicized vigilance, announcing the speedy end of the war 
or producing a recipe for victory with comfort, he gets a bad press. 
If he goes off on a watch hunt, he may give an impression of a govern¬ 
ment in w hich ballet-dancers are investigated by crooners. What it is 
hard, almost impossible, to put across is the fact that most Congress¬ 
men and Senators have to work hard and seriously to keep their 
jobs once elected and that they get elected by giving an impression 
of being willing to work hard. The American elector, in good times, 

is not very critical of his representatives, 
uniust and on the just alike. But all must be and see 
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as a Martha even in Pennsylvania. But although this is an improve¬ 
ment, it must not be forgotten that looking after local interests, 
local sentiments, local jobs is a very legitimate concern of the 
American politician. Not merely will he not get re-elected if he 
neglects the local chores, but he should not be. One of the things 
that hold the vast area of the United States together is the belief 
that the political machinery provides a means whereby local and 
personal interests and sentiments are really taken into account in 
Washington. If all decisions of the federal government w ere handed 
down from some remote Sinai, the Government of the United 
States mi gh t rapidly acquire the appearance and more than the 
appearance, the habits, of a remote, imperial power; a power, 
possibly, more “efficient” in that it would change its mind less 
often and make many less expensive mistakes. But it would all the 
tim e be making the basic mistake of not interesting the average man, 
three thousand miles aw r ay, in his government, if only by show ing 
him that his government is human, fallible and even feeble. The 
An lerican may profess to admire efficiency at all costs, but one 
place where he wants his business suit let out at the seams is politics. 
If he did not want that, if he did not believe that these adjustments 
were part of the humanizing side of the democratic process, the 
American might quite quickly fall a victim to the German passion 
for leaving all to the expert. And that ends up with lea\ing all to 
the inspiration of the Fiihrer who tells the experts. After all, 
somebody has to tell them. In America, it is the politician. Of 
course, the politician may tell the expert too much, too often, and 
in tones that make it certain that experts will prefer to work for 
anybody rather than the United States. The wiser politicians know 
this; but not all politicians are wise and one way of making the 

headlines is to put on a good show, vaudeville, if higher forms of 
showmanship are beyond you. 

Members of Congress are men (and women) of higher than 
average ability but, like men and women ot all kinds ot reasonable 
ability in all countries, they are handicapped by the complexitv of 
modern life, by the increasingly difficult character of its social pro¬ 
blems and by the absence of any generally accepted body of opinion, 
SPpporfed by all experts and intelligible to all reasonably industrious 
and capable amateurs. It is no wonder, then, that the American 
politician lends a ready ear to any Mephistopheles who whispers; 

Grau, theurer Freund, ist alle Theorie, 

Und grim des Lebens goldner Baum. 
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So there is a ready welcome for slogans denouncing theorists who 
have neither (a) “had to meet a payroll,” nor (b) “had to get eke. 
to anything.” There is something in each of these complaints, for 
in American society, the place of the individual entrepreneur is stil 
great in fact and even greater in fiction. And in a democratic socte y, 
having what it takes to get elected is a real quality, not to be assessed 
too lightly. Any given elected person may seem to be a proof 
that you can “fool all of the people some ol the time or s 
of the people all of the time ” but over any reasonably repre¬ 
sentative period, the American people get the Congress they wan 
and (I hold), over the same period, better Congressmen than they 

dcscr\'c 

There is another reason for the distrust ot specialists that is 
humanly understandable though intellectually less defensible Theory 
is not what it was a generation or two ago. When Cleveland defended 
his tariff policy by saying that it was “a condition not a theory that 
confronts us," Cleveland and his supporters and enemies knew a good 
deal both about the condition and about the theory. The theory 
was the theory of Free Trade v. Protection. Nearly all the theorists 
(save for a few in the Wharton School ot Finance at the Unnersi y 
of Pennsylvania) were Free Traders. The majority of the American 
neople and American politicians were more or less opposed to tie 
theorists. But there was no great mystery' about the Free Trade> case 

and only the necessary amount of mystery-mongenng about the 
Protectionist case. And when Mr. E\arts (it it was he) announce 
that “the way to resume was to resume." the case tor going back to 
the international gold standard was fairly clear. So was the question 
of what sections of the American people would gam (like Mr. 
Evarts's friends) and what sections would lose or thought they would 
lose, like the supporters of “Silver Dick” Bland who were to find 

their prophet in William Jennings Bryan. 

But a discussion of tariff or currency questions to-day is like i 

discussion of relativity to an old-fashioned physicist or logician 
it involves a recasting of a “normal ' intellectual order, ot a 
“normal" standard of rationality of which few people. Congress¬ 
men or bankers, are capable. The average citizen, m or out ot 
Conorcss, is nuzzled. Those persons who claim to be exports do not 
.,11 speak with one voice and confronted with Keynes plans and 
White plans, with Professor Hansen and Prolessor Sehumpetei, the 
politician is tempted to despair. And he is still more tempted to 
conceal his despair, to assume the role ot the plain, blunt man, try 
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“a plague on both your houses’’ and try something practical — 
which often turns out to be totally impracticable. 

Here, again, Congress suiters from its lack of administrative 
authority. It has few or no experts of its own. It may hire some 
from time to time, but it has no permanent substitute for the hired 
experts of the Administration. Nor even if it had, w ould its academic 
studies have the same weight as the reports and decisions of the 
law-enforcing bodies, of the agents of the Executive departments. 
As Professor Ralph Barton Perry' has pointed out, there is nothing 
unnatural or discreditable in this human reaction. And if there is any 
blame on one side or the other, at least as much attaches to the 
experts, who cannot get their points across, as to the Congressmen 
who seem slow in the uptake. As many of the experts were a tone time 
college teachers, they cannot say that they have no experience in 
making things plain to non-specialists. After all, they have pre¬ 
sumably to do some educational work with their ow n political chiefs, 
as their English opposite numbers have to do all the time. 

But be the causes what they may, the result is unfortunate. It 
leads to an American version of the great French political heresy 
that complex social and economic problems can be solved by 
rhetoric. It is not a case of silly denunciation of rhetoric as a spur 
to action, as a creator of democratic will, as a builder or sustainer of 
morale. It is unnecessary' to stress the importance of this role in the 
age of Roosevelt, Churchill, Hitler, Goebbels, de Gaulle, Chiang 
Kai-shek 1 and the numerous orators of the Moscow radio. But the 
place of rhetoric is limited, though great, and this is too often for¬ 
gotten. It is, for instance, often mere rhetoric to denounce a measure, 
which you dislike anyway and because you dislike it anyway, as 

un-American or, what is an intensive of the same adjective 
unconstitutional.” J 

The worship of the Constitution by the American people and by 
the American politician is so natural and so valuable, so indispen- 
sable an element in national cohesion, that immense tolerance even 
of the abuse of that worship is necessary. And some politicians who 
fall back on the Constitution as an answer to all problems and a 
barrier to all change, are perfectly sincere. More or less consciously 

“““ CheSter ‘° n ^ 

issimofbut acXag^tells me S'i? °lr" C • C,ene p , ‘ 

superior to his wife’s speeches in English P u i.im .. an. ,.umirab!e. 
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heroic if over-dramatized past resound still. ‘'Give me liberty or 
give me death”; “in the name of the Great Jehovah and the Conti¬ 
nental Congress”; “First in war, first in peace, lirst in the hearts of 

’; “Don't give up the ship"; "We have met the 
ours”; “Our federal union, it must be preserved"; 
“Look at Jackson’s men, standing like a stone wall”; “With malice 
toward none”; “A public office is a public trust”; “You may fire 
when ready, Gridley”; “Don't cheer, boys! the poor devils are 
dying” 

The American man-in-the-street may not ascribe all these slogans 

correctly. He may think it was Lawrence of U.S.S. Chesapeake 

who said “Don’t give up the ship”; almost uniformly he thinks 

that it was Washington who warned against “entangling alliances,” 

while it was Jefferson. He will mix them up with texts from scripture. 

He may have no more knowledge of the historical context than had 

the badly frightened citizen who was rescued from a lynching bee 

and said, “I didn’t say I was against the Monroe Doctrine; i love the 

Monroe Doctrine, I would die for the Monroe Doctrine. I merely 

said I didn t know what it was.” Not all his slogans are reverent 

and he may, at times, fall back on “Oh yeah,” or the more adequate 

Slice it where you like, it’s all baloney.” But he knows too much 

to despise the power of speech, to think that Bryan was adequately 

described when he was compared to the Platte River of his native 

Nebraska, Five inches deep and five miles wide at the mouth." 

The power of even bad oratory is still great. The power of good 
oratory is greater. 

So the American suspends his irony when a recognized public figure 
is speaking, or even when he is merely “sounding off.” The 
Ameri can audience listens patiently, even happily, to dogmatic and 

warm statements in fv» vm ir A __ , 

woman. 




j._ „ ... , - An American college president (from the 

deep South) has been known to impose a severe strain on the discin- 
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asdean-limbed, clear-eyed boys.” A pastor has been known to 

des m fegcasting ® ballot as a “political sacrament.” Senator Vest’s 

*5? d ° g 1S °° ly recentl y condemned as too lush, and a 
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In Chambers of Commerce, in Rotary Clubs, at College ( 
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is no fear of 


according to the skill 



o ni¬ 



ls 



135 


UNITY AND LIBERTY 

more foolish than to condemn a thing merely as un-English. And 
the Americans are very articulate about the content ot 
canism, while being English is a thing in itself, there is slightly more 
chance of there being meaning in un-American than in un-English. 

This national fondness for oratory’, for slogans, has another cau>e 
or another result. It was an English Puritan leader on trial lor his 
life who said of the execution of Charles I '‘this thing was not done 
in a corner.” It was a very American attitude. What Wilson 
preached, “open covenants openly arrived at," is what the American 
people wants and expects to get. Like Wilson, it exaggerates the 
degree to w'hich this standard of public negotiation is possible. It is 
not always possible to negotiate under the Kleig lights ot congres¬ 
sional or press publicity. There are sometimes good reasons, not 
only for secret negotiations but for confidential commitments. But 
they have to be very good reasons, advanced by leaders, native or 
foreign, in whom the American people have trust—and that trust 
will not be unlimited. No American leader, certainly not Washington 
or Lincoln, not Jackson or Jefferson at the height of his power, was 
thought to be above criticism or even above a certain degree of 
legitimate suspicion. Whitman, when he talked of "the never- 
ending audacity of elected persons,” spoke a general American 
belief that all leaders bear watching and that they are in duty bound 
to make frequent reports on the state of the Union, w ith or w ithout 
aid of a fireside. ILie Americans are all, in this connection, from 
Missouri; they have got to be shown. They have also got to be told 
and so has the world. Again it is a powerful American tradition at 
work. Every American child used to learn by heart and many still 
learn by heart a famous plea for telling the world. For the'most 
sacred of all American political scriptures, the Declaration of 
Independence, opens with a preamble justifying publicity. “ When 
in the course ot human events, it becomes necessary for one people 
to dissolve the political bands w'hich have connected them with 
another, and to assume among the Powers of the earth, the separate 
and equal station to w hich the Law s of Nature and of Nature's God 
entitle them, a decent respect to the opinions of mankind requires 

that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separa¬ 
tion.” r 

The Americans expect from their own leaders—and from the 
leaders of other countries—a regard for “the Laws of Nature and of 
Nature’s God ’; they also expect a "decent respect to the opinions of 
mankind publicly manifested in reasons given and discussed with 
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words or of eloquence, no fear of cliches, no fear of bathos. In short, 
Americans are like all political peoples except the British. It is the 
countrymen of Burke and Gladstone and Asquith and Churchill 
^ho are the exceptions. But the difference has now the importance 
of an acquired characteristic. The British, above all the English 
listener is surprised and embarrassed bv being asked to applaud 
statements whose truth he has no reason to doubt, but whose 
expression seems to him remarkably abstract and adorned with 
flowers of old-fashioned rhetoric. It is in Congress, not in the 
House of Commons, that a speaker can safely conclude a speech on 

^ IT 111 ^ civil service with a parallel between the 

Crucifixion and what the then incumbent of the White House had 
to go through. It is in all kinds of American public meetings that 
speakers can “slate” and “rap” and “score” and “blast”—to the 
convenience of headline writers. No words, it seems, can be strong 
enough to express the passionate feelings involved. It is not quite 
so bad or good as that. American politicians, American orators are 
not as burned-up as they seem, but it must not be forgotten that 
they are often quite annoyed, quite worried, quite angry; that they 
are taking really quite a dim view, even when all they can find to 
express their state of mind, verbally, is a statement that the end of 
the American way of life is due on the first Wednesday after the first 
Monday in November every four years, or that human civilization is 

m * r 

readv for the discard. If asked whether you aeree that “civilization 
is a failure and the Caucasian played out” by an American, even 
if he is a Senator, it is not necessary' to despair. All Americans dislike 
being beaten at euchre and for the greater gaiety of nations, don’t 

mind saying so. 

It is not merely that Americans like slogans, like words. They 
like absolutes in ethics. They believe that good is good, if they 
quarrel over what, in the circumstances, is good. It w as an American, 
it is true. w r ho said “My country right or wrong. May she always be 

right. But right or wrong my country.” 1 

But this sentiment is advanced on that of many simple patriots in 

other lands who cannot conceive that their country could be wTong, 
who feel no possible risk of moral strain and w ho would agree w ith 
the British naval officer who thought that even posing the question 
was improper conduct in an instructor of British naval cadets. To 
condemn a thing simply as un-American is often foolish, but no 

1 1 have used the popular not the correct version of the dictum of Commodore 
Decatur, U.S.N. 
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But there is more behind it than this passion for inlormation, tor 
an elaborate version of corner-grocery gossip. The American 
Republic was founded in the days of the secret du roi, in the daj s 
when Wilkes was, with some difficulty, made a martyr for revealing 
the secret of Parliament. A world in which great decisions were 
made by longs or oligarchies in secret and the results communicated 
to docile subjects, this was the world against which the founders of 
the American Republic revolted. True, great things have been done 
in secret even in America. The Constitution was made in secret 
and could not have been made in public, even if the art of eaves¬ 
dropping had been raised to its present height. But it wns presented, 
quickly and in its final form, to the American people, presented to be 
accepted, or rejected or amended. Only so could “We the People 
of the United States ” be committed. Only so can they be com¬ 
mitted to-day. 



Ill 
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might get better results than more money spent on buildings, 
it is easier to get the materials for buildings than the matena ^ or 
teachers. As long as American society remains individualistic, com¬ 
petitive, confident that the answers to the present are in the future, 
not in the past, it is going to take more than money to seduce the 
right men and women in adequate numbers away from the lire ot 
action. And, a point too seldom remembered, the necessity for 
providing teachers for the two million college students hampers 
recruiting for high schools. In many cases, the colleges are doin 0 
what is really high-school work, and it matters comparatively little 
where the good teachers are, as long as they are teaching. 

The political function of the schools is to teach Americanism, by 
that meaning not merely political and patriotic dogma, but the 
habits necessary to American life. This justifies the most extravagan t 
items in the curriculum. The ability to play bridge is one ot the 
marks of Americanism in a suburb, so there is no reason why there 
should not be bridge clubs in schools. The main political achieve¬ 
ment of the high schools and grammar schools is to bring together 
the young of all classes and all origins, to provide, artificially, the 
common background that in an old, rura society is :o% ided b 
tradition, by the necessary collaboration of village life. The elemen¬ 
tary schools, the “grade” schools do this, too, but as tar as an 
American town is broken up into racial blocks, the Ethan Alien 
Public School may have mainly Polish pupils, the Zachary C handler 
mainly Welsh. Only in the Warren G. Harding dish School is 
a big enough common pool formed in which Americans can be 
made. 

Some of that Americanization is, of course, done deliberately and 
formally. Mr. Carlton Hayes pointed out long ago that the ritual 
of flag worship and oath taking in an American school was a 
religious observance. Little boys and girls, in a school from which 
religion in the old sense is barred, solemnly rising each morning 
and reciting together the “American’s Creed” 1 are performing a 
religious exercise as much as if they began the day with “I believe 


1 “I believe in the United States of America as a Government of the people, 
by the people, for the people! whose just powers are derived from the consent 
of the governed! a democracy in a republic, a sovereign Nation of many 
sovereign States! a perfect Union, one and inseparable! established upon those 
principles of freedom, equality, justice, and humanity for which American 
patriots sacrificed their lives and fortunes. 1 therefore believe it is my duty to 
my country to love it, to support its Constitution, to obey its laws, to respect 
its flag, and to defend it against all enemies.” 
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McHenry, despite the British fleet, that moved Francis Scott Key 
to write: J 

Olt say, can you see by the dawn's early lidit 
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight’s last gleaming; 
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, thro’ the pvrilou/tighi. 
O’er the ramparts we watched were so gallantly streaming" 

What he wrote in 1814, tens of millions of Americans have since 

sung or tried to sing. And when Barbara Frietchie in Whittier’s 
poem told-offi Stonewall Jackson with : 




Shoot if you must this old grey head. 
But spare your country’s dag,” she said. 


she was speaking for all Americans for whom the Stars and Stripes 

was still their country's flag as it had been, till recently, that of 
General Jackson. 


Thus Americanization by ritual is an important and necessary part 

of the function of the American school. And because it is best 

carried out in schools.it matters little tnat the nigh-school curriculum 

has been so widened that it no longer means a great deal that this 

boy or that girl has graduated from" it—if we are looking for proof 

of academic achievement. But graduation from high" school is 

reasonable proof that a great deal has been learned about American 

ways of life, that lessons in practical politics, in organization, in 

social ease have been learned that could not have been learned in a 
factory or office. 


And if the high school seems to devote too much time and money 
to social life, penalizing the poor boy or girl more than a theoretically 
less democratic educational system might do, it is thus early impress¬ 
ing an awkw'ard truth on the boy or girl w 7 ho is both mediocre and 
poor. It also penalizes the really able boy or girl who is not kept in 
good enough intellectual training. And if the main business of the 
school is, in fact, the Americanization of the children of new-comers, 
the parents of “old American stock” have a good reason, to add to 
less good ones, for not sending their children to learn what they 
know already, at the cost of diminishing their chance of learning 
what they do not know. If English is native to your children and to 
their home, it is not merely undemocratic to object to having their 
progress held up and their accent debased by the tone of a high 
school largely immigrant in composition. 

For the task of an American school in many regions is to teach 
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the American language, to enable it to compete with Spanish, with 
French, with Yiddish, with Polish, with German, with Swedish. 
Another task is to give, through the language and the literature of 
the language, a common vocabulary and a common fund of allusion, 
fable and sentiment. With a fluid population it has not been easy, 
And the countless teachers who have laboured, pedantically, form¬ 
ally, with complete and erroneous conviction that there were correct 
standards, have been heroes as important in the mass as was William 
McGutTey whose Eclectic Readers and Spelling Book sold over one 
hundred and twenty million copies and helped to make the Union. 
The teachers were heroes, for although English won against all its 
rivals, it was itself going through important changes, in vocabulary, 
in grammar, in sound, becoming the new tongue we are beginning 
to call American. The teachers who stuck by the rules, who wor¬ 
shipped at the New England shrines in Concord, were bound to lose, 
but their struggle was'not pure waste. For the common tongue, 
hammered out by millions of immigrants, by millions of migrants, 
would have been poor in vocabulary and structure but for the people 
Mr. Mencken calls the dominies and who call themselves schoolmen. 
The creation of general literacy and a common written and spoken 
tonsue, intelligible everywhere' except possibly in the deep South, 
is a meat achievement as remarkable as the creation of Mandarin 
Chinese or Low Latin or Hellenistic Greek, and certain to be the new 


lingua franca oi the world. 

The making of American has been mixed up in English minds 
with the making of American slang. Slang, as w'e should know, is 
one of the great sources of language. French is improved Latin 
slang. And slang has contributed a good deal to American. It is 
a generation since Mr. Dooley said that when his countrymen had 
finished with the English language, it would look as if it had been 
run over by a musical comedy. Since then it has been run over by 
41 Hellzapoppm.” But it is possible, indeed very easy, to over-estimate 
the role of slang. It is more and more the creation of professional 
■irtists “makers " The Hollywood prose masters provide a current 
and often Ihort-livcd jargon'; the boys and girls, men and women, 
who wish to be on the beam or in the groove, may murmur with 
admiration “I wish 1 had said that.” The classical answer is most 
certainly appropriate. “You will.” But not tor long. Some slang 
will enter the language; some words will lose their meanings or 
acquire new ones; syntax will be loosened. But tormal speech as 
UiUEht in schools will still be very important. The high school 
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:curses that have no immigrant stigma on them. Thus, I have been 
told by an eminent Scandinavian-American, that it is difficult to 
oi^t eood students of Scandinavian literature and language at the 
University of Minnesota, although most of the students have fairly 
recent Scandinavian connections. They will study French but not 
Swedish for "French is not a servant's language.” Latin, emblem 
of functionless "culture;’ plays something of the same role; it is a 

symbol of liberation. 

Study is not the only way up to Americanization, to acceptation. 
Sport is another— and one that does the job moie dramatically for 
new-comers who are gifted with what it takes to excel in competi¬ 
tive contests, with what is needed to win personal and community 

and institutional glory. 

When Fanny Ellsler, the ballet dancer, came to Boston, her per¬ 
formance was solemnly inspected from the highest motives by 
Emerson and Margaret Fuller*. "The dance began: both sat serenely 
silent• at last Emerson spoke; ‘Margaret,’ he said, ‘this is poetry. 
‘No. Waldo,' replied Margaret, ‘it is not poetry, it is religion .’” 1 
And the great football games of to-day are religious ceremonies in 
this sense" It is important that the graduating class in Muncie High 
School a generation ago took mottoes like Deo Duce and to-day 
takes mottoes stressing the "Bearcat Spirit,” the "Bearcats” being 
the school basketball team. But a Greek would know where he was 
at a basketball game uniting boys and girls, parents and civic leaders, 
in a common passion for competitive achievement. It may be hard 
on the academic work of the School. It may even slightly annoy a 
schoolboy who, like Mr. Burton Rascoe, combines excellence in 
gymnastic and music (as the Greeks put it), to find that his views on 

literature are less interesting to the 

football. But sport, school sport, college sport, does unite the 
parents, the children and the community. And sport is rigorously 
democratic. The sons of Czechs and Poles can score there, can 
break through the barriers that stand in the way ot the children o 
Bohunks and Polacks. And although Harvard may secretly rejoice 
when it can put a winning team on to Soldier’s Field whose names 
surest the Mavllowcr, it would rather put on a team that can beat 
VS even though it is not a "Yankee” team, than go down to 
defeat with the descendants of generations ot Brahmins. And in the 
Middle West, sport is a real means ot promotion. The Ohio hi D h 
school that produced the great Negro runner, Jesse Owens, was 

i Harrell Wendell. .1 l.itorory History at Amencn, p. 301. 
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H hat have DO 1 ; nmi g rant . sti gma on them. Thus, I have been 

by an eminent Scandmavian-American, that it is difficult to 

get good students of Scandinavian literature and language at the 

Umv ersitv of Minnesota, although most of the students have fairly 

recent Scandinavian connections. They will study French but not 

Swedish, for ‘French is not a servant's language.” Latin, emblem 

oi iunctionless “culture, ’ plays somethina of the same role* it is a 
symbol of liberation. 

Study is not the only way up to Americanization, to acceptation. 
Sport is another and one that does the job more dramatically for 
new-comers who are gifted with what it takes to excel in competi¬ 
tive contests, with what is needed to win personal and co mmuni ty 
and institutional glory. J 

'When Fanny Ellsler, the ballet dancer, came to Boston, her per¬ 
formance was solemnly inspected from the highest motives by 
Emerson and Margaret Fuller. “The dance began; both sat serenely 
silent; at last Emerson spoke: ‘Margaret,’ he said, ‘this is poetry.’ 
‘No, Waldo,’ replied Margaret, ‘it is not poetry, it is religion.’” 1 
And the great football games of to-day are religious ceremonies in 
this sense. It is important that the graduating class in Muncie High 
School a generation ago took mottoes like “Deo Duce” and to-day 
takes mottoes stressing the “Bearcat Spirit,” the “Bearcats” being 
the school basketball team. But a Greek would know where he was 


at a basketball game uniting boys and girls, parents and civic leaders, 
in a common passion for competitive achievement. It may be hard 
on the academic work of the school. It may even slightly ann oy a 
schoolboy who, like Mr. Burton Rascoe, combines excellence in 
gymnastic and music (as the Greeks put it), to find that his views on 
literature are less interesting to the other sex than his prowess at 
football. But sport, school sport, college sport, does unite the 
parents, the children and the community. And sport is rigorously 
democratic. The sons of Czechs and Poles can score there, can 


break through the barriers that stand in the way of the children of 
Bohunks and Polacks. And although Harvard may secretly rejoice 
when it can put a winning team on to Soldier’s Field whose names 
suggest the Mayflower , it would rather put on a team that can beat 
Yale, even though it is not a “Yankee” team, than go down to 
defeat with the descendants of generations of Bra hmi ns. And in the 
Middle West, sport is a real means of promotion. The Ohio high 
school that produced the great Negro runner, Jesse Owens, was 

1 Barrett Wendell. A Literary History of America, p. 301. 
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beloved during her high-school career, but he was bound to be close 
to her anyway. But the college movie, play and novel, rightly 
illustrates the more important phenomenon ofexogamous marriage, 
of tJig bringing together boys and girls who otherwi>e would not 

meet at all. 

Beside all these activities (which are formally described as extra¬ 
curricular) there is of course, a great mass of first-class academic 
work done. And in one very important field, the American public, 
if it wills, is given admirable opportunities for learnin-, re e ant 
facts about the modern external world as well as about its ow n past 
and present. No charge can be less well-founded than that which 
holds the American school of to-day up to scorn for its uncritical 
jingoism. It is no longer true that American history is taught as a 
simple story of black (George IIII v. white (George Washington). 
A generation of critical scholarship has borne fruit in an objective 
and even slightly cynical treatment of the American Revolution and 
other great crises of American history. If the old simple stop*' is still 
told and believed, that is not the fault of the schools. And contem¬ 
porary American life is treated with the same candour. Nothing 
could be in more striking contrast than the legend of Southern life 
as it is told and retold by politicians and preachers and the grim, 
courageous, critical studies of the contemporary South that come 
from the universities, above all from the University of North 
Carolina. 

It is not only American problems that are studied and analysed 
with such learning, acuteness and candour. World problems are, 
too. There is no country' in the world where discussion of the 
world’s affairs is carried on at such a high level as in the United 
States. There are also few countries where it is carried on at such a 
low level, but that is another story. But serious discussion, in great 
newspapers and magazines, in forums and on the air, in universities 
and institutes is incessant. And it is discussion by real experts. 
Unfortunately, it is often discussion for experts, not for the people. 
For them, as the Saturday Evening Post rightly pointed out, the 
most complicated subjects in international politics are just another 
“study subject,” the theme of accurate and objective but rather 
chilly debate by those who like that kind of thing. 

And the very success of the school system in Americanizing the 
American young may result in the killing of natural curiosity. For 
example, the cult of the Constitution leads to the exclusive identi¬ 
fication of a political concept like “liberty” with the American 
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beloved during her high-school career, hut he was bound to be close 

to her anyway. But die college movie, plav and novc-l, rightly 

must rates the more important phenomenon of exogamous marriage 

of the bringing together boys and girls who otherwise would not 
meet at all. 

Beside all these activities (which are formally described as extra¬ 
curricular) there is of course, a great mass of first-class academic 
work done. And m one very important field, the American public, 
it it wills, is given admirable opportunities for learning relevant 
facts about the modern external world as well as about itf own past 
and present. No charge can be less well-founded than that which 
holds the American school of to-day up to scorn for its uncritical 
jingoism. It is no longer true that American history is taught as a 
simple stoiy of black (George III) r. white (George Washington). 
A generation of critical scholarship has borne fruit in an objective 
and even slightly cynical treatment of the American Revolution and 
other great crises of American history. If the old simple story is still 
told and believed, that is not the fault of the schools. And contem¬ 
porary American life is treated with the same candour. Nothing 
could be in more striking contrast than the legend of Southern life 
as it is told and retold by politicians and preachers and the grim 
courageous, critical studies of the contemporary South that come 

rom the universities, above all from the University of North 
Carolina. J 


It is not only American problems that are studied and analysed 
with such learning, acuteness and candour. World problems are 

t 0 °‘,^ The i. e . 1S no C0imt ^ in the world where discussion of the 
world s affairs is carried on at such a high level as in the United 

States. There are also lew countries where it is carried on at such a 

ow level, but that is another story. But serious discussion, in great 

newspapers and magazines, in forums and on the air, in universities 

and institutes is incessant. And it is discussion by real experts. 

Unfortunately, it is often discussion for experts, not for the people. 

For them, as the Saturday Evening Post rightly pointed out the 

most complicated subjects in international politics are just another 

study subject, ’ the theme of accurate and objective but rather 
chilly debate by those who like that kind of thing. 

And the veiy success of the school system in Americanizing the 
American young may result in the killing of natural curiosity. For 
example, the cult of the Constitution leads to the exclusive identi- 
cation of a political concept like “liberty” with the American 
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Americans, but we don’t feel any urgency to remember it. 
Am ericans who, in March 1944, learned that their countrymen had 
bombed Berlin for the first time were astonished. The “we” who 
bombed Berlin in 1943 included Americans psychologically, but tho 
“we” who bombed Tokyo didn’t include British either factually or 
psychologically. This is all part of humar nature. Russians with 
little experience of navigating on the high seas can be easily confident 
that crossing the tidal English Channel and invading is quite the 
same thin g as crossing a wide river. Julius Caesar's Mediterranean 
sailors, after all, had to learn that the hard way in 55 b.c. Of course 
this human attitude can be carried to extravagant lengths. A French¬ 
man might or might not be amused, but w ould certainly be surprised, 
to learn from a handout of the National Geographic Society that 
it was “Decatur’s courage [which] paved the way for colony-minded 
France to annex most of Barbary to her African empire ." 1 

Such an attitude can be very irritating, yet the assumption that 
world history is part of American history is healthier than any 
belief that the two are completely separate and that one is real and 
the other merely interesting. It is only by touching the heads and 
hearts of the American people that they can be induced to listen to 
a call from the outer world for leadership. And that leadership will 
only be given if moral as well as material interests are involved. The 
only appeal that will be listened to will be the appeal to come over 
to Macedonia and help. 

“It will be no cool process of mere science. . . . The feelings with 
which we face this new age of right and opportunity sweep across our 
heartstrings like some air out of God’s own presence, where justice 
and mercy are reconciled and the judge and the brother are one. 
. . . Men’s hearts wait upon us; men’s lives hang in the balance; 
men’s hopes call upon us to say what we will do. Who shall live up 
to the great trust? Who dare fail to try? I summon all honest men, 
all patriotic forward-looking men, to my side. God helping me, I 
will not fail them, if they will but counsel and sustain me .” 2 Till 

that note is struck again no answer from the plain people can be 
expected. 

But in the meantime, millions of young Americans, serving their 
country if not, as yet, any general cause, are exiled in a foreign world 
for which their training in a sense has unfitted them. For that 
training was based on the theory that there are answers available to 


1 New York Times , February 13th, 

a Woodrow Wilson, First Inaugural 


1944. 

(1913). 
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all questions ; all you have got to do is to tadUhe right aufton y, 
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PART THREE 


THE AMERICAN WAY IN WAR 


u 


I will light it out on this line if it takes all summer/'— 

CrNERAL U. S. GRANT ( 1864 ), 


I 


M ost American towns, big and little, are well provided witl 

public statuary. There are the usual frock-coated philan 
thropists and politicians; there are monuments to record 
breaking cows; to long-dead and therefore safely admired Indiar 
chiefs; there is even a monument to the boll-weevil which, by killing 
the cotton crop, forced one southern region into diversified farming 
But the typical monument of an American town, north of tht 
Mason and Dixon line and east of the Missouri, is a cast-iron statue 
to the heroes of the Civil War, the most American of American wars 
There they stand, with their little French kepis over their ears, with 
their muskets or sabres, products of the main industry of a smah 
New England town that made a corner in the business. In biggei 
cities generals ride on bronze horses, even generals whose public 
and private record was far from brilliant are thus honoured. And 
in Washington, city of monuments, there are enough statues of 
soldiers, more or less distinguished, to make a Prussian paradise. 

But there is one American soldier who has few monuments and 
little popular fame. Nevertheless, it is George Brinton McClellan, 
at thirty-four General in Chief of the Union armies and a year later, 
unemployed, in personal and political disgrace, who is the typical 
American successful soldier; his way of war is the American way ol 
war and even if he did not win the Civil War, it was won in his spirit 
and by his methods. 

And that way of war was General Washington’s way of war, 
was the way in which the American continent was conquered and 
held, the way taught the Americans by their own history, imposed 
on them by their own needs and suggested by their own resources. 
It is a war of lines of communication, of supply, of material. Long 
before the term “logistics” became fashionable, the science was 
practised by the organizers of little expeditions against the Indians, 
by the leaders of expeditions, peaceful in intent, across the plains to 
California, down to Santa Fe. Space determined the American way 
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by schoolboy romanticism It is far more encouraging to day-dreams 
to think of the West as being won by a handful of totally reckless 
scouts and pioneers, hoping for an Indian war rather than fearing it 
and ready to plunge into the trackless wilderness at the drop of the 
hat. There were people like that, reckless of their own and their 
fellows’ lives. But they are not heroes to be remembered but horrible 
examples to be digested and then forgotten. Even the great romantic 
figures, Daniel Boone, Simon Kenton, even Bridger and Fremont, 
were heroes because they were pathfinders , men who did not get lost, 
did not venture into trackless places with no knowledge of where 
they were going. They were pathfinders for the solid, sober, cautious, 
anxious-to-live pioneers. Without the maps, without the oral or 
written instructions that these men provided, more parties of 
western-moving settlers would have suffered the fate of the Donner 
part}', starvation, cannibalism, death, in the High Sierra or, like 
many less famous victims, on the High Plains or the grassy sea of 
the prairie. And behind the Boones and Kentons, Bridgers and 
Fremonts were the business men, George Washington and Leland 
Stanford. Matter-of-fact men, some of them rascals; all of them 
men with a clear head for bookkeeping. They wanted to settle men 
and women and cattle peacefully; they wanted to do it cheaply; 
they knew that distance was the enemy, the great weapon of the 
Indian and of his allies, hunger and thirst. So trails and roads, rivers 
that would float rafts and canoes and keel boats, salt licks where the 
cattle could restore their health, malaria-free ground where camps 
could be made, these were the elements of the problem of opening 
up the perpetual second front of the West. These provided for, the 
Indians could be conquered, perhaps without fighting. So the 
commander of Virginia riflemen under General Washington who 
had won the name of Mad Anthony Wayne was the general w ho, 
under President Washington, carefully prepared to avenge the 
defeats of his predecessor, defeats caused by bad and inadequate 
preparation. General Wayne did not rush on the Indians as if they 
had been British regulars of the old school; he prepared, with 
unsporting thoroughness, to move safely and in overwhelming 
force. Long before he won the Battle of Fallen Timbers, Wayne 
had won the war and the prize of w r ar, the Ohio country, w’on it from 

the Indians and from their British backers in the old French fort 

of Detroit. 

As mad (in the American sense) as Anthony Wayne was that 
passionate pioneer, Andrew Jackson, favourite hero of his successor 
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White House and in the leadership of the Democratic Party 
Mr Roosevelt. But when Jackson fought the Cherokees he was as 
prudent up to the last, decisive and morally testing moment of 
battle as W avne or Washington. He was as cautious then, he the 
duellist and political gambler, as he was a few months later,’waiting 
for the Peninsular veterans of General Pakenham to march up to his 
breastworks outside New Orleans and be shot down in rows, as if 
they had been contronting German machine-guns and not merely 
the rifles of well-hidden and practically safe frontiersmen. 

The instances could be multiplied almost indefinitely. American 
history has some equivalents of the charge of the Light Brigade or 
of the French cavalry at Reichshofen or the German cavalry at 
Mars la Tour. But not many and even the few there are illustrate 
the American way in war. Pickett's famous charge at Gettysburg, 
the destruction of the "flower of Virginia,’' is very famous, but it 
was very futile; it was a gesture regretted by Lee and condemned 
by Longstreet, that unamiable, over-cautious, selfish soldier, more 
trusted by the rank and file of the army of Northern Virginia than 
either of the great twin brethren of brilliant battle, Lee and Jackson. 
The real American charge into the deadly breach was exemplified a 
few months later at Chattanooga when Philip Sheridan led his men 
racing up the mountain (waving them on, so one tradition has it, 
with a whisky bottle for a sword) and swept aw r ay the army of 
Braxton Bragg. And that dramatic "battle above the clouds” was 
a mere finale to a long play whose denouement had been decided 
weeks before, when the drab figure of General Grant appeared to 
take over from the brilliant Rosecrans and got a fine of supplies 
opened into Chattanooga—a line down which poured the endless 
resources of the North to be launched suddenly, when the issue 
was beyond all doubt, like an avalanche pouring uphill on the 
gallant, outnumbered, under-equipped Southern army. Once the 
way was opened for the fields and factories of the North to supply 
Chattanooga, the campaign was over. The South could not exploit 
its victories, it could pick up tricks but not win the rubber. It had 
defeated Rosecrans but it could not break that tenacious \ irginian 
serving the North, George Thomas. He was the rock of Chicka- 
mauga on which Grant built. And Thomas, a year later, waited even 
more patiently than Washington and Wayne while the brilliant 
thruster, Hood, fought and manceuvred and displayed initiative and 
fighting spirit. Thomas, indeed, waited so long that the impatient 
civilian Secretary of War, Stanton, wanted to remove him but when 
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to send out Sheridan to destroy the Valley of Virginia as thoroughly 
and as ruthlessly as the R.A.F. and the American Air Force are 
destroy in 2 the power of movement and of supply of the Reichswehr. 
Sheridan had to gallop twenty miles to rally his surprised troops but 
a defeat at Winchester would have been only a minor inconvenience 
A few months later, when Lee's army n as desperately 
to find food and space to move m. Sheridan by his bulliant imp 
visation ended the war, but lie only ended it a tew days sooner than 
it would have ended anyway. The decision that it would end-and 
end on-' way—was made when Sherman seized and burned the great 
railway centre of Atlanta and left Thomas to deal with the Southern 
army while he marched to the sea, almost unopposed, but breaking 
the will and the power of the South to resist. This maren through 
Georgia of the voune men of Sherman's army was, for them, a kind 
of picnic. They ran hardly more risk (except trom an occasional 

Scarlett O'Hara) than the young men ot the di m a 

ihev had waiting for them, on the coast, the m.w Northern fleet 

created out of nAt to mMhing in two or three vears-lhcw '««•'« d 
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tunate British and German soldiers of Gentleman Jo tnny 
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great munitions family) off Charleston Admiral David Porter in the 
Mississippi, these are not as dramatic figures as that great C atalan- 
American sailor, Farragut, forcing the mined and fortified approac. 
of New Orleans or Mobile, having himself tied to Ins mainmast like 
a new Ulysses and giving the famous order, “ Damn the torpedoes 
(i.e. mines), but they are all representative officers of a service that 
until 1942 had never fought a really great sea battle, but had not 
only had a brilliant series of single-ship actions to its credit, but had 
learned to work with an army over four long and grim years, had 
helped to secure for the North the time to turn one of the least armed 
and most pacific nations of modern times into the greatest military 
power on the globe. For even more in 1861 than in 191 / or 1741, 
the United States entered a great war in a state ol non-preparation 
that recalls the inadequacy of Irish military methods when the 
Danes came or of Mexican military methods when Cortes came 
armed with the apparently divine weapons of gunpowder and horses. 

Am ericans have long been accustomed to jest at this repeated 
state of military nakedness. “God looks after children, drunkards 
and the United States.” There is a truth in that; space, remoteness, 
have given a little time to prepare—and the American people needs 
very little time. Hitherto it has had just enough, provided by 
accident, distance or allies. 




o we return to General McClellan, the brilliant product of 
West Point who had been sent to the Crimea to see how the 
^ crC at European nations made war and who had learned, at 
least what not to do. He reported; he scoured the adoption of a 
new saddle (still, I am told, an excellent saddle) ; and he retired to 
run great railways. It was an excellent and typical training. Here 
were" the problems of planning, of personnel management, o 
technical adaption, of improvisation, for an American railroad in 
those days required as much elasticity in making and operating as 
an armv on the march in hostile country. He learned to know the 
West, the growing, precedent-free, elastic country where anything 
was possible— if you knew how. It was a world very difietent from 
the narrow coastal plain, long settled, thickly peopled, a coun ly 
where it was natural to try' to imitate such brilliant manoeuvres, such 

magnificent achievements of the pre-machine age as Mar borou h s 

march to the Danube in 1704, or Napoleon s march to the Danube 

^ But before he could succumb to or resist the temptation to imitate 
the pre-railwav art of war, he had to get an army. The army of the 
Uni ed States'in 1S61 when the Civil War broke out, was 16 000 
strong, scattered in tiny posts all over the Indian -untry Few 
officers (apart from those who had served m the Mexican War) had 
ever seen a thousand soldiers together. The new armies had to be 
created out of nothing; they were created. A few years before 
McClellan had seen in the Crimea the slow and moderately effective 
creation of n efficient British army helping the French to bes.ege 
Seb isloool Within six months of taking over the command of the 
Army of the Potomac (an army whose first martial experience had 

been^Bull Run-a disastrous defeat followed by a humiliating tout) 
an admirably equipped, well-disciplined, coherent army of 150,000 
men w’ts tuning how to fight, the hard way, in desperate drawn 
or lost battles What was done in the East was being done in t 
WesTtoo Yet the political head of the War Department was a 
most representative Pennsylvania politician ot an age when, m 
more than now, Philadelphia was "corrupt and contented. The 
military head of the army at the beginning ol the war was a vener. c 
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and almost immovable corpulent veteran who had been a brilliant 
success in the war of 1812 and, as an elderly general, had captured 
Mexico City fourteen rears before, llardlv anybody in the I'nited 

^ *' J J J 

States had taken military matters variously except the more cncrcelic 


members of the tiny corps of profes-Jon.il ofiicer.v whoso ablest 
leaders, Lee, Joe Johnston and Albert Sidney Johnston, Iw.i cone 
over to the other side. Yet there were no breakdowns in supply 
such as made the British Army in the Crimea almost unusable for 
months. Lincoln can hardly be described as stamping on the ground, 
but armies sprang out of it all the same and the task of conquering 
800,000 square miles was undertaken. Brilliant short-cut plans, 
straight marches on the Southern capital, raids and hanking man¬ 
oeuvres were attempted, with pretty uniformly disastrous results. 
The war was fought for four years by accumulating slowly but 
inexorably every kind of material resource, by laboriously teaching 
troops the very elements of their trade—the pupils being till ranks 
of officers as well as men. 

The American soldier was as critical as the civilian. He despised 
a good many of his generals, for pretty good reasons. When Grant 
obstinately renewed futile attacks, his troops pinned to their tunics 
letters to their kinsfolk since they knew that many would fall outside 
the Confederate entrenchm cuts but none would cross them. When 
“Uncle Billy” Sherman sternly rebuked a plundering soldier he was 

told, “You can’t expect all the cardinal virtues for thirteen dollars 
a month.” 


Behind the front, there was profiteering; there was the evasion 
of military service by buying substitutes who, in turn, often earned 
more than one bounty by enlisting over and over again—deserting 
as soon as they could. There was bitter dispute about the higher 
conduct of the war, complaints that the West was being neglected in 
favour of an equivalent of the modern “island-hopping” strategy 
in the East. But by 1865, with an army two million strong, the 
United States was the greatest military power in the world and one 
of the most formidable naval powers. Within fifteen years of the 
end of the war, she had again barely enough troops to keep the 
Indians in order and was reasonably doubtful of her ability to fight 
a successful naval war with Chile.' 1 


The record of American improvisation in the Civil War is so astonishing 
that it is with a shock that one realizes its technical limitations. Although there 
were experiments with very novel weapons like repealing rifles on the Northern 
side and submarines on the Southern side, there was remarkable conservatism 
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And inside this officer corps recruited from men who won com¬ 
missions in the last war or entered from V.M.I. or the Citadel ol 
Charleston, the West Pointers, wearing their rings, are an inner 
caste, cut off from the outside world. Thev do not even have that 
training in dealing with civilians that a high British officer sets from 
his War Office experience, for there are (the political chiefs apart) 
no high civilian officials in the American War Department; all 
senior officers get a turn of duty in purely administrative jobs. 

And this small, almost anonymous body, serving in widely 

scattered posts kept up for political reasons where once the threat 

of Indian war provided real justification, has to deal with the 

elected representatives ot a profoundly unmilhary people that only 

becomes warlike under great provocation. In peace-time they have 

to piepare elaboiate plans for calling on the immense untapped 

resources of the United States in a future war-time for which no 

spiritual preparation can be made. They know that they can never 

be ready for war; that they must always have time given them that 

they may use space and the resources of space. Tliev know too 

that their countrymen, brought up like ail peoples to believe in a’ 

gilded version of their own history, forget that all American wars 

like this one, have begun with disasters, not victories. They know 

that their countrymen are temperamental and versatile, easily bored 

with theory and all of them from Missouri in that they have to b 
shown, not simply told. 

The American officer, then, must think in terms of material 
resources, existing but not organized in peace-time and taking much 
time and thought and experiment by trial and error to make avail¬ 
able in war-time. He finds that his best peace-time plans are inade¬ 
quate for one basic reason, that any plan that, in peace-time, really 
triea to draw adequately on American resources would have its 
author written oft as a madman. And in war-time, it would prove 
to ave been inadequate, pessimistic, not allowing enough for the 
practically limitless resources of the American people—limitless 
once the American people get ready to let them be used. And only 
war can get them ready for that. The American soldiers can draw 
then, but not before, on an experience in economic improvisation 
and in technical adaptation which no other country can equal. 

^ ca ” draw ’ t00 » on a healthily unprofessional attitude. Men 
wi m with their civilian and very unmilitary ways of doing 

hings, of new and efficient ways of doing military things. They will 

build air fields in a week and ford rivers under fire in tractors and 
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in any war, needing to learn, ready to learn—after the need had been 
brought home to them. As Sheridan was told in 1870 by a philo¬ 
sophical Piussian general who saw his troops runnirut awav under 
murderous French fire, all troops “need to be a liule shooted.” 
So it was in 1776 and 1812 and 1861 and 1918. But live adjustment 
will be made, has been made, but in an American way. I he heirs of 
Morgan's riflemen cannot be made the ecjuivalem of the Brigade of 
Guards—at any rate without great risk of losing what Moreau's 
riflemen had—which the Guards found was plenty. The American 
who, in peace-time, is a national figure if he is ready to walk a mile 
(that is, lor anything but a Camel), is, in war-time, fond of riding 
to the front in a jeep. But it was already said of eighteenth-century 
Virginia that its poor people would walk live miles^io steal a horse 
to ride one. In a friendly country like the United States, it is im¬ 
possible to breed soldiers who will automatically forget that an 
officer is a human being. And in a ribald and irreverent country, 
it is hard to get officers to insist, with British self-confidence, on their 
superiority to human weakness. There must be more give and 
take, more ignoring of unessentials, more confidence that in the 
hour of battle, human virtues and common sense w ill do as much as 


automatic discipline of the old eighteenth-century type, as exem¬ 
plified at Bunker’s Hill and New Orleans. 

A country has the kind of army its total ethos, its institutions, 
resources, habits of peaceful life, make possible to it. The American 
army is the army of a country which is law-respecting without being 
law-abiding. It is the army of a country which, having lavish natural 
wealth provided for it and lavish artificial wealth created by its own 
efforts, is extravagant and wasteful. It is the army of a country in 
which melodramatic pessimism is often on the surface, but below 
it is the permanent optimism of a people that has licked a more 
formidable enemy than Germany or Japan, primitive North America. 
It is the army of a country whose national motto was “root hog 
or die.” When convinced that death is the alternative, the hog roots. 
It is the army of an untidy country which has neither the time, the 
temperament, nor the need for economy. It is the army of a country 
in which great economic power is often piled up for sudden use; a 
final decisive military blow is merely a special variety of a corner. 
It is the army of a country of gamblers who are more or less phleg¬ 
matic in taking and calculating their losses, but who feel with all 
their instincts that they can never go wrong, over a reasonable period 
of time, in refusing to sell America short. 
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So the American way of war is bound to be like the American 
wav of life It is bound to be mechanized like the American farm 

S kitchen (the farms and kitchens of a 
wishiim machines and bulldozers to do the job for them). It 
nrmv of a nation of colossal business enterprises, often wastefu y 
rui^in detail but winning by their mere scale and by their ability 
to wait until that scale tells. It is the army of a country where less 
attention is paid to formal dignity, of persons or occupations than 
‘in any other society, where results count, where being a goodL loser 
no!thought nearly as important as being a winner good or bad 
It is the country where you try anything once, especially if it has 
he n tned before. It is a country which naturally infuriates the 
Germans with their pedantry and their pathological conception o 
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and the Russians before them. But they got there 
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chiefs, Joseph, Rnin-in-the-Fitee, were often artists m wur at least 
od ci level with Rommel, but win to the American is a business, not 
<io srt* Tiie Anieiicuii is not interested m moral victories but in 
victory, no great coipoiaiion ever success!ully excused itself to 
its stockholders on moral grounds for being in the red. The United 
States is a gieat, a very gicat corporation whose stockholders cvo^ct 
(with all their hislo, 7 to justify the expectation) that it urU be to 
tli6 black. Other countiies, less loitunate in position and resources, 
more burdened with feudal and gentlemanIv traditions, richer in 
national reverence and discipline, can and must wage war in a very 
different spirit. But look again at the cast-iron soldier of the Civil 
War memorial. A few years before, he was a civilian in an over¬ 
whelmingly civil society, a few years later, he was a civilian acain 
in a society as civilian as ever, a society in w'hich it was possible to 
live for many years without ever seeing a professional soldier at all, 
in which 25,000 soldicis, mainly in the Indian country, were invisible 
among fifty million people minding their own business. Such a 
nation cannot “get there fustest with mostest.” It must wait and 
plan till it can gel there with mostest. This recipe has never yet 
failed and Berlin and lokyo realize, belatedly, that it is not going to 
fail this time, that in a war of machines it is the height of imprudence 
to have provoked the great makers and users of machines, and in a 
war of passions to have awakened, slowly but more and more 
effectively, the passions of a people which hitherto has only fought 
one war with all their strength, and that a civil war, but who can be 
induced by their enemies, not by their friends, to devote to the task 
of making the W'orld tolerable lor the United States that tenacity, 
ingenuity and power of rational calculation w'hich decided between 
1861 and 1865 that there should be a United States w'hich w'ould 


twice crush the hopes of a nation of military professionals, the 
Germans, to whom war is an art and a science, to be lovingly culti¬ 
vated in peace and practised in w'ar. For Americans, w'ar is almost 
all of the time a nuisance and military skill a luxury like Mah Jong. 
But when the issue is brought home to them, war becomes as im¬ 
portant, for the necessary period, as business or sport. And it is 
hard to decide which is likely to be the more ominous for the Axis, 
an American decision that this war is sport or that it is business. 
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in an historical experience whose outlines I have tried to describe 
Necessarily that historical experience has created the state of mind 
that I have called “natural isolationism/’ A nation, like an indi¬ 
vidual, cannot do everything at once; it cannot care deeply for 
everything at once or learn all habits at the same time. It must 

practice a certain avarice of the emotions, an economy of political 
and social techniques. 

The critical period in the lite of a national society comes when it 
has to learn new habits, acquire new emotional attitudes, possibly 
unlearn some old lessons, forget some old and once useful habits. 
Such necessary change is painful for an individual and for a people. 
The cost of the necessary adaptation is very great. It means personal 
risk, personal discomfort, personal stocktaking. It means, at the 
present moment, exile for millions of Americans just when they were 
beginning to be completely at home in their own country. They do 

not like it. Who w'ould? Two thousand years ago, Virgil, the poet 
of a comparable crisis, asked; 


At nos hinc alii sitientis ibimus Afros, 
pars Scythiam et rapidem veniemus Oaxen 
et penitus toto divisos orbe Britannos, 
en umquam patrios longo post tempore finis, 
pauperis et tuguri congestum caespite culmen 
post aliquot, mea regna videns, mirabor aristas? 

The American soldier y'ou see is, like Mehboeus, asking himself 
why he has to go oft to Africa and Australia and endure life among 
the stand-offish Britons. He wants to know’ how soon he can hope 
to get back from England or the Solomons to Iowa or Indiana or 
New York and see the corn again—whether that corn be real or a 
metaphor for a tenement in the Bronx. He knows—and often feels 
—what he is fighting against (much more clearly in the case of Japan 
than in the case of Germany). He knows much less and feels much 
less what he is fighting for; the American way of life does not seem 
to him to be in much danger. In this he is like other people. The 
English people did not wake up till the very last moment of most 
urgent danger; other peoples did not wake up, in time, at all. No 

nation has so far really asked itself or asked its leaders what Lincoln 
in 1858 asked his audience; 

“If we w'ould first know where we are and whither we are tending, 
we could better judge what to do and how to do it. . . . ‘A house 
divided against itself cannot stand.’ I believe this government 
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cannot endure permanently half slave and half free. I d° not expect 
t h e Union to be dissolved; I do not expect the house to fall, bu 
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